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SCHOOL
COUNCIL
ELECTIONS

It has been a term of great success, interesting challenges, 
significant milestones and a lot of smiles. There are few 
school communities in Melbourne, or even in Australia, who 
are doing what we are and it is a special time indeed. As 
we write this PHS News #2, we are already in the second 
half of our inaugural term. Time passes quickly and it is so 
important that we take time to pause, reflect and feel pride 
in our school. 

We are certainly so proud of what our Foundation Year 7s 
have already achieved and with how they’ve contributed to 
the positive culture of learning we are growing at Prahran 
High School. 

You’ll notice that this is just the second edition of the PHS 
News for 2019. As our foundation community has come 
together this year, most of our information, updates and 
operational matters are communicated to families through 
Compass. We will still produce a newsletter twice a term 
to be sent to all families and our broader distribution list. I 
hope this is helpful and interesting for you. We also aim to 
go live with our fabulous new website to start Term 2. 

Each day when I walk in these doors I’m reminded of how 
lucky I am to be the Prahran High School Principal. We’re 
building a great school and after just seven weeks the 
highlights are many. Happy reading.

The School Council is central to good governance in a 
school. The Council is comprised of parent members,  
DET staff members, community members and two student 
representatives. There is an elected Council President, 
who must be a parent and the Principal is the Executive 
Officer. Michelle Osborne is our 2019 Council President. 

Schools are rightly required to have two elected student 
representatives on their Councils. Often this responsibility 
lies with senior students. At Prahran High School this 
important leadership opportunity is offered to two of our 
Year 7 students. 

We ran a formal process to elect these student members. 
We called for nominations to Council, followed by candidates 
speaking briefly at assembly and then asked all students to 
complete a preferential voting ballot. We were also pleased 
to host Sam Hibbins, Member for Prahran, at our assembly, 
further reinforcing the civic responsibility and democratic 
process students with which students were about to engage. 

We received five formal nominations to Council. At the 
tallying of the ballot, we were delighted to announce the 
election of Viola (7a) and Sam (7c) to the Prahran High 
School Council. 

Congratulations Sam and Viola! Congratulations also to 
Sophia (7c), Ben (7c) and Ruby (7b) for nominating. 

WE’RE PROUD OF YOU ALL. 

MAKE AN IMPACT. 
A FANTASTIC START TO 2019.
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LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS
The core purpose of our school is learning. We are committed to 
every student learning and making progress; we are also committed 
to students developing a true sense of what it is to be a good person, 
as well as a good student. All aspects of our bold vision for the school 
have begun to be seen, heard and evidenced throughout the past few 
weeks. Here are some learning updates and highlights.

In Science, students have learnt about the scientific method and 
developed their own experiments to test the speed of boiling water 
using different processes and tools.

In English, students are writing beautiful poems, exploring the senses 
with rich, descriptive language.

Last Friday students attended the Escher x Nendo exhibition at the 
National Gallery of Victoria. This fabulous excursion was to build on 
the line drawing, lino-printing and optical illusion graphic drawing 
students have been learning in Art, Design and Innovation. 

In Design Lab, students have begun to collaboratively explore design-
thinking processes and Project Based Learning pedagogy using the 
context of our amazing building as the stimulus.

In Maths, students have been learning about the rules, processes 
and challenges associated with integers. They are also using Khan 
Academy online to drive their learning further – some kids with support, 
some kids at the level and some kids with significant enrichment!

Humanities has seen students exploring the meaning of Australia 
Day and the pros and cons of changing the date. They are now 
going to conduct primary research and an exploration of the Prahran 
community to plan a ‘Prahran Day’. 

In French, the focus has been on an introduction to the French 
language and its reach throughout the world. Aussi en Français, les 
élèves étudient les salutations. Par exemple – ‘Bonjour Mademoiselle’ 
‘Salut Mes Amis’…

In Drama, students have been learning about characterisation, voice 
and movement and are already bravely performing in front of their 
peers in class.

Sport and physical activity is vital for students’ wellbeing. In Healthy 
Body, Heathy Mind this past term, students have been active in our 
gym, learning about the human body and principles of movement. 

‘The vision of 
Prahran High School 
is for all of our 
students to learn 
and to develop the 
intellectual rigour 
and character 
required to make a 
positive impact in 
their world’.
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Effective communication is central to ensuring that all 
members of our school community are able to work 
together to support the learning of our students. We have 
developed communication protocols for PHS, designed to 
support effective collaboration and to help build positive 
and constructive relationships between staff, parents and 
students. Further, they have been developed to ensure that 
all members of the school community are well informed 
about all that happens within our school.  

We believe that effective communication will improve 
teaching and learning within the school, help improve 
the wellbeing of staff and students, and lead to improved 
outcomes across our whole school community. For current 
families, these Communication Protocols will be sent to 
you through Compass. 

We’re always looking to improve. Should you have any feedback 
about how we can streamline or improve our communication 
strategy, please do contact us for a conversation.

When we think about the experiences our students 
have at Prahran High School, we don’t just think of 
the in-class time. That’s vital, but school is more 
than that too – it’s what we call Life@PHS. 

When we refer to Life@PHS we’re thinking about the  
opportunities that students have at our school which  
enrich their experiences beyond the traditional 
school day.  

PARTICIPATION IS THE KEY. 

When students are truly engaged in their school 
and take advantage of all opportunities, Life@PHS 
will be a fabulous experience.

ATTENDANCE
Every day of school is important! 

We expect students to be at school, in time, in uniform, 
prepared for learning each and every day. A day of 
missed school is a day of missed learning and every 
moment of learning time is precious. 

We are committed to a thorough approach to monitoring 
attendance and we need your support. We will follow-
up absences every day via text and telephone calls. We 
ask that you notify the school on Compass as soon 
as practical when you know your child is going to be 
absent for the day. 

SCHOOL-HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
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Life@PHS
PHS Basketball Academy | Art and Design Club 
| Student Leadership Action Teams | Choir | 
Learning Enrichment Challenges | Homework 
Tutoring Club | Annual Camps | Inter-School 
Sports and Training | Book Club
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TRANSITION 
2020 Considering Prahran High School for your child in Year 7, 2020? 

We’d love to show you around our school to help you with your 
choice. Transition 2020 school tours are now available and 
spots are booking up fast. It’s a joy to show people our school 
– it’s only been 7 weeks but already you can see, feel and hear 
what our school is about.

Please pass this message onto other families or friends who 
you think might be interested. We’re excited to welcome new 
families to our community.

https://www.trybooking.com/473892

@prahranhighschool

@prahranhighschool

https://www.trybooking.com/473892
https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/

