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Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal

PRINCIPAL’S 
WRITING 
COMPETITION

The Half-Way Point in our Foundation Year
What a great first half of our foundation year together 
we’ve had at Prahran High School. At our school we talk 
a lot about our collective capacity to ‘Make an Impact’ 
and I know that we’ve certainly begun to do that in 
this first semester. I’m also sure that impact has been 
positive and is resulting in the development of a great 
school, in which our students learn and thrive. 

As with all organisations in their infant stages, there’s a 
long road ahead but we’re in very good shape indeed at 
this point in our learning adventure. It’s such a thrill to be 
part of all that makes PHS such a great place to be and I 
feel so grateful to have this opportunity as Principal.

As Term 2 rolled along to its conclusion, the Winter Shorts 
performances provided an absolute highlight of our 
year so far. Last week, across two evenings, our Year 7 
students filled the Performing Arts Centre with dramatic 
poise, talent and an infectious expression of the creative 
energy that fills our school. 

The collaborative team effort that played out between 
our staff, families and students was a joy to be part of, 
and further showed me that the culture we’re developing 
at Prahran High School is right where want it to be. 

What makes an effective school culture or truly healthy 
organisation can be tricky to define, but there are 
certainly markers of success. The way our community 
pitched in to support the students in their first show last 
week was certainly one of those markers and we value 
it highly. This collaborative and supportive culture must 
be protected, enhanced and esteemed. We’ll make sure 
we do that.

Wishing you and your family a safe and happy winter 
break. I look forward to welcoming our students back to 
school on Tuesday 16 July 2019.

Fostering a love of writing is one of the most important 
educational roles we have as teachers, and as a school 
community. Through life, we all need to be able to write 
clearly, with feeling and for a range of different audiences 
and purposes. Indeed for students, every test that they 
will do in the Later Years of school is actually in part a 
test of writing. Further, understanding the power of words 
and the beautiful, creative expression that writing can 
support, is so important for our kids. 

Writing for a clear purpose matters but so too does 
writing for pleasure. This year, I’m delighted to launch 
the Principal’s Writing Competition and I encourage all 
students to enter. The theme of the inaugural Principal’s 
Writing Competition is ‘The Beginning’, building on this 
being our foundation year together. Students can write in 
any genre they like. 

Everyone has a story to tell. I can’t wait to read your child’s 
entry in the PWC this year. Entries are due to me by Friday 
9 August 2019.

PWC Entries Due: Friday August 2 2019

chisholm.nathan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Great prizes!
Who will Make an Impact by being the very first  

PWC winner at Prahran High School?

This is our Foundation year. 
This is the first time.  
This is our inaugural competition 
and the theme is The Beginning. 

You choose the genre, 
the length and style.  
What you write is up to you but  
your writing must connect to 
The Beginning
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STUDENT AND STAFF FEEDBACK 
OUR PROGRESS AND A CHANGE TO THE STRUCTURE OF OUR SCHOOL DAY

OUR SCHOOL DAY LEARNING AND BREAK TIMES – SEMESTER 2 UPDATE

Time Learning Session

8:30am School opens (Students arrive from 8:15am – 8:55am)

9:00am – 10:15am Learning Session 1

10:15am – 10:20am Transition Break

10:20am – 11:35am Learning Session 2

11:35am – 11:50am Recharge Break

11:50am – 1:05pm Learning Session 3

1:05pm – 1:45pm Lunch Break

1:45pm – 3:05pm Learning Session 4

3:05pm – 4:30pm Life@PHS Clubs

We’re committed to being a reflective school of learners. 
We’re also committed to being open to refining processes/
systems this year as we go. We’ve set out together as 
a new school with clear plans and goals, but we’ve also 
aimed to ensure that we’re open to change as we proceed, 
as not everything will work out exactly the way we thought. 
We’re currently doing quite a bit of reflection on Semester 
1 and thinking closely about what worked well and what 
needs to be refined. We’re working with students in a 
focus group forum approach to seek their feedback – it’s 
been very helpful so far.

As a result of this feedback and our learning, we have 
now committed to a change to the way our school runs. 
This change will take effect from Tuesday 16 July 2019 
– students’ first day of school.

We have planned the following changes:

1. Lengthen lunchtime from 30 minutes to 45 minutes. 
The feedback on this has been very strong. 

2. Change the first Recharge break from 15 minutes to 
5 minutes for transition, rather than a longer break. 

3. The school day will now finish at 3:05pm. 

First-Cut Enrolment Data 2020
At the time of writing, we’ve received 124 first preference 
Application for Placement forms from our primary schools.  
This is a fantastic result and such a positive sign of 
confidence from families and the community in our 
school. It’s a credit to the whole current community that 
these huge numbers are coming in. School staff, current 
families, powerful parent advocates - like our Council 
members, and of course, our amazing students are all 
contributing to the development of a great school and a 
positive community reputation.

 

These figures are not final and there is a long way to 
go. We can’t accept all of these applications and the 
DET enrolment residence address policy will be applied. 
We then have second and third preferences to come in 
as we progress. I’m aiming to land on 125 students to 
begin 2020.  Families often ask about sibling enrolment. 
Siblings are the second point of the DET enrolment policy 
and I will always enrol siblings as it’s the right thing to do 
for families, should they want this. 

We’re certainly in great shape for our continued development  
and progression next year. Exciting times ahead indeed.
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Book Club is a great place to be on a Wednesday afternoon 
at PHS! 

Perched at the front of our beautiful library space, looking 
out over the busy street, we spend our meetings happily 
chatting about what we’ve been reading and making book 
recommendations to one another. Our group isn’t run like 
your typical book club with everyone assigned the same 
book to read, instead, we have the opportunity to read 
widely across any genres and styles, and then report back 
on what we thought. Sometimes we do all end up reading 
the same book because the best ones tend to get passed 
around! Our favourites this term are:   

• One by Sarah Crossan

• Scythe by Neal Shusterman

• Lenny’s Book of Everything by Karen Foxlee

• This One Summer by Jillian & Mariko Tamaki

• Spill Zone by Scott Westerfield

• Illuminae by Amie Kaufman & Jay Kristoff

• The Accident Season by Moira Fowley-Doyle

• Wolf by Wolf by Ryan Graudin

• Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

• My Sister Rosa by Justine Larbalestier

If you read any of the recommendations over the winter 
holidays, please come to Book Club next term and share 
your thoughts. We have also been posting updates on the 
new library website. Just click on “Prahran” on the left hand 
side of the page for guest access. Next term, all students 
will have their own login details.

For our last Book Club meeting of the term, we had 
hot chocolate & marshmallows, which was the perfect 
accompaniment to a good book! Reflecting on Book Club 
so far this year, Lola (7B) said, “I’ve been surprised at how 
many people share the same favourite books as me!” When 
asked why others should think about joining the club, Luca 
(7B) said, “Book Club is a good experience and a chance 
to make new friends.” Ikey (7C) added that, “It’s amazing 
because you can read anything you like!” 

Next term we have a few big events coming up. We are 
visiting the Melbourne Writers’ Festival in early September 
and still have some tickets left. Any interested students 
should come along to Book Club to find out more. We are 
also planning several events to coincide with CBCA Book 
Week 2019, including an author visit and some displays 
around the school. We know it is going to be a great term of 
reading and storytelling!

Ms Karys McEwen
(on behalf of the Book Club)

LIFE@PHS - BOOK CLUB
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NAIDOC week is a celebration of Aboriginal people and 
their culture. Over this week we reflect on the culture of the  
traditional owners of this land - the Aboriginal people.

With the support of Stonnington Youth Services, we were 
fortunate enough to have two local Aboriginal artists, 
Chrissy and Uncle Les come to our Art and Design club to 
teach us some traditional techniques for creating Aboriginal 
art.  We considered how we could include totem animals, an 
animal that we feel connected to, in our work. 

Each member of Art and Design club worked over 6 weeks 
to create a finished piece.

All the artworks that students produced will be displayed 
upstairs at Chapel off Chapel.  

Opening night is Friday 12 July from 5pm - 7pm.   
Exhibition will continue 13 and 14 July. 

Lily 7A

LIFE@PHS - ART & DESIGN CLUB - NAIDOC WEEK

Winter Shorts Dramatic Extravaganza  
A Resounding Success
It’s been a hectic, energetic and lively term in Performing Arts 
with students moving from devising their own performances 
last term to experimenting with various scripts. Through 
learning about various acting skills at the start of term they 
put this into practice by performing live to an audience in our 
first PHS performance night.  

A massive THANK YOU to all parents, family and friends for 
coming to support our Winter Shorts performance showcase. 
You have supported in a plethora of ways; not only by being 
an amazing audience but by supporting through rehearsals, 
helping with lines at home, filming and offering your help and 

support. There was such an electric buzz after the shows 
it was so lovely to see how much students and audience 
enjoyed it, how far they have come and how they have 
challenged themselves through the process. 

For some students it was their first time performing to an 
audience ever. The transformation in some students through 
the process has been wonderful to see and students really 
challenged themselves on the night. I hope to see you for 
future performances and thanks again for your continued 
support. 

Ms Abigail Wright
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Student Free Day
Monday 15 July

First Day of Term 3 for Students
Tuesday 16 July

The (rescheduled) Student Learning Showcase
Thursday 1 August 6:00pm – 7:00pm

 Book Week
 19 – 23 August 2019

 Parent - Teacher Conversations
 Thursday 5 September

 End Term 3
 Friday 20 September

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au
http://WWW.PRAHRANHIGHSCHOOL.VIC.EDU.AU
https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/


MID-YEAR 
STUDENT 

LEARNING 
SHOWCASE

WHEN: Thursday 1 August | TIME: 6.00 - 7.00pm | WHERE: PHS Atrium

AN EVENING OF LEARNING AND CELEBRATION

Healthy Body & Healthy Mind
Critical & Creative thinking
Personal & Social Learning

Improvement
Art & Design
Humanities
Design Lab
Challenge
Science
Culture

Mathematics
Le Français
Innovation
Creativity
Learning

English
Growth
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