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Last Thursday, we were so pleased to exhibit our inaugural 
Showcase of Learning. The event was an opportunity for  
our students to share their learning progress and 
achievements with their families and the community. At 
Prahran High School we are building a school in which 
students are encouraged to share their learning with real  
audiences, for a real purpose. It’s important to us that 
learning is meaningful, consequential and makes an 
impact in students’ lives and their community. The 
Showcase is one of these very important opportunities 
and is a concept that you’ll see build more and more.

I couldn’t have been more pleased with the event and 
with the displays of student learning and engagement 
presented. I have to admit to tears of pride pricking the 
corners of my eyes, watching and listening to the students 
who performed their personal slam poems on the night. 
From a poignant rap about race, to an impassioned plea 
for action on climate change and a personal musing on 
the complexities of growing up, these poets were truly 
something special. The poise, sophistication of thought 
and genuine commitment to making an impact in their 
world that was revealed was so compelling and affirming. 

I have total faith in the power of young people to be a 
force in the world. Last Thursday night I saw so many 
examples of this potential and I just loved being part 
of it. I watched a spirited debate, I saw students and 
families engaging in Maths challenges, I heard French 
being spoken and I saw beautiful, clever Art packaging 
designs (and so much more too!) 

At Prahran High School, in our community and in our 
world the future is actually looking very bright indeed. We 
need to remind ourselves of this sometimes. Every day 
when I’m with our kids I’m energized and assured that 
this generation of young people is going to be a force for 
positive change. They will Make an Impact! 

This was our first Mid-Year Showcase of Learning and we  
plan for this to be a tradition which will evolve, grow and 
change as we do. Along with everything that we’ve planned 
and implemented in our Foundation year, we’ll reflect, 
evaluate and build from the strengths for the future. 

As you know, we are absolutely committed to celebrating 
the achievement of our students in every way we can. In 
this PHS News I’m excited to share two of those poems 
that were performed at the Showcase. Thanks to Lola and 
Dylan for giving me permission to share their poems with 
you. I know you’ll enjoy reading these as much as I did.

Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal

“At our school, I challenge myself to think creatively,  
speak respectfully, engage empathically and act courageously  

to make a positive impact in the world around me.”
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ENROLMENT PLANNING 2020 AND THE CLOSURE OF PCW

STUDENT LEARNING 
REPORTS, FEEDBACK  

AND STANDARDS 

We have been working closely with the information 
provided by our feeder primary schools to plan accurately 
for the enrolment of our next cohort of students – Year 7 
2020. Offers of places have been confirmed to families 
this week through their Grade 6 teachers. A letter warmly 
welcoming families and students to our PHS community 
was sent this week. 

A lot of planning goes into this process as it’s complex 
and remains imprecise, really until all families accept their  
offers and students arrive to join the school. At PHS we’ve 
needed to manage the interest of many more families 
than we can enroll, meaning that I’ve not been able to 
accept all out-of-zone applications. I have been able to 
keep communities of applications together, meaning 
that all families from our main feeder primary schools 
have been offered places.

Last week’s significant news about the closure of 
Presentation College, Windsor, has now presented 
a challenge to enrolments that we were clearly not 
expecting. I’ve had a lot of interest from families who will 
now choose to enroll with PHS and of course the same 
rules about the zone apply. I’m very pleased to have set up 
unique opportunities for these families to engage with us 
to help them with their decisions. I warmly welcome the 
interest of new families.

At the time of writing, it’s clear that I will enroll 5-10 extra 
students into Year 7 for 2020. There will also be girls 
who join Year 8. It’s a good result for us but it has added 
another layer of complexity around Year 7 numbers. 
We’re flexible and able to make these later than usual 
increases in numbers work for us. 

What does this tell us? Managing the challenge around 
capacity and this significant interest in enrolment places 
further shows us that the community is responding 
positively to our school. That’s exactly where we want to be!

Recently we communicated with you that Semester 1 
summary student learning reports were made available 
on Compass. The purpose of these reports is to collate 
and present information previously reported via Learning 
Tasks into a single document that is quick and easy to 
access. We are committed to a model of ‘standards 
based assessment’ which prioritises growth and the 
individual student. We hope this is making sense to you. 

The feedback I’ve received so far from families has 
been overwhelmingly positive, along with some very 
helpful suggestions for improvement moving forward. 
Our Foundation year provides us with such a valuable 
opportunity to consider best practice from research and 
schools, alongside the vision and goals we’ve laid out 

for our school, before landing on final, evidence-based 
decisions. We’re determined to make the very best, 
lasting decisions possible and to do that we commit to 
being agile enough to consider processes like this with 
feedback from students, families and staff, to inform 
final decisions for 2020.

We continue to refine and improve our reporting process- 
including looking at how learning tasks, behaviours and 
other information are best communicated to parents (and 
evaluating the best ways of doing this using Compass). 

We value your feedback. Should you have any feedback, 
questions or just keen for a discussion, please contact 
our Assistant Principal, James Fidler, at school. 
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CHILDREN’S BOOK COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA 
(CBCA) BOOK WEEK 2019

THEME: 
Reading is My Secret Power

Dates: 17 - 23 August 2019

Each year across Australia, the CBCA brings 
children and books together celebrating CBCA 
Book Week. During this time schools, libraries, 
booksellers, authors, illustrators and children 
celebrate Australian children’s literature and 
at Prahran High School we’ll see all sorts of 
activities, events and displays take shape to 
promote and celebrate the love of reading and 
books. 

Led by our fabulous Library Manager, Karys 
McEwen, the school will be buzzing with 
reading energy. There will be a staff vs student 
debate, there will be displays and promotions 
and we’ll have picture book reading in the 
library at lunchtime. We’re excited to celebrate 
Book Week for the first time! Please encourage 
your child to get involved. 

Parent-Teacher-Student Conversations
Thursday 5 September

Last day of Term 3 – School finishes at 2:30
Friday 20 September

Student Free Day – Office 365 professional learning for staff
Monday 7 October

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY



CELEBRATING THE EXTRAORDINARY TALENTS OF OUR STUDENTS

The Dam - by Dylan

There is a species called Homo sapiens
...which is extinct

Earth - the year 2393
Aliens arrive

This is what they see
“Let’s look at the geological record”

Says the alien
Some fossils
Some rocks

An occasional extinction
Evidence of life 

Then concrete, then steel
Then chunks of plastic

Then disturbing radioactivity

Then silence

“I wonder what happened here?”
Says the alien

More smoke
More smoke 
More smoke

The Homo sapiens smoke
Choking

Coal, oil, smoke

They used to stay warm with heat...
From their muscles 

From their flesh
From their own shivering

Then they began to stay warm with heat... 
From the carbon 

From the coal 
From the insides of the earth

And thus, was the smoke

They split atoms 
They fuse atoms
Too much power

Humanity has an expiry date
Humanity: keep refrigerated to avoid global warming

Humanity: best before the industrial revolution
Humanity expires: soon.

Let’s say life is a river.
Change

The world always changes 
It goes forth
It changes

It doesn’t stop 
Flows like a river
The river will flow 

Sand on the riverbed - 
will flow with the river
Fishes in the water -

will swim with the river
They will move

They will change
Flow with the river

The Homo sapiens stopped changing
Stopped flowing with the river 
They built the dam to the river

The river is damn damned. 

They used to change 
To suit the environment

But now they change the environment
To suit them

And thus was the dam

There are many names for dam
Change warming climate global

Environmental, ecological, conservational, biological 
meteorological, geological

But the Homo Sapiens are destroying themselves
Whatever you call the dam

It has a label on it:
Humanity

Yes, we damn the dam we build
Be damned, dam, for you are damned

We see the damn… yet, we don’t unclog the river!
We’re acknowledging the pollution,  

but there’s utter confusion on a solution. 
With the dam there is drought

Drought kills

It won’t be easy 
It’ll be hard 

We can knock down the dam
We must knock down the dam

But the drought has already begun 

SLAM POEMS
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It’s a Problem  - by Lola

and I know it’s a problem
because every day we are pumping things into the air that are dark and burning 

and soon we will have to go because the Earth will not be able to handle this any longer
It’s a problem that we are not taking action on 

sea levels are rising
coral reefs are dying  

animals are dying 
the air is dying 

I can’t stand the fact that some people just don’t care

I want to fight 
but I can’t 
I’m scared

I’m scared for our world and I’m scared for us 
our future is at stake because of humanity

 we know this is happening but we don’t bother to do anything

I’m ashamed that the world doesn’t care 
and I’m ashamed that I don’t have the courage to stand up to myself

To mother earth

It’s our fault as humanity it’s all of the world’s fault
But it’s also my fault and I want to do something

I’m ashamed that a person like me can’t do anything about it
I have belief and but now belief won’t be enough

Unless we can do something 
Unless our generation can do something

Unless the government can let us do something
Or we’ll fight for earth and we have to because

They think we’re just mindless kids 
But they are the ones who are the zombies

maybe I can do something but I’m scared of what people think 
at this stage it might be too late

Maybe it’s not too late 
maybe we can do something 

maybe we can figure out a way to go back  
to the way Earth used to be

Maybe

For ages we’ve been fighting
fighting fighting fighting

for this fighting Earth and earth will die
And along with that our futures will vanish

but there’s so many problems poverty pollution 
we’re not the most smartest and advanced life form 

because if we’re doing this to the Earth 
we’re really as dumb as rocks 

I am ashamed to be a human
But I fight and I hope

I hope
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