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IT’S GREAT TO BE BACK!IT’S GREAT TO BE BACK!

Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal

Earlier today I sat down at my desk, looked out the window and saw students playing basketball in the Laneway. I 
sighed to myself with both a sense of relief and happiness. At last, after such a tough year, our students and staff are 
all here together– safely, sensibly and energetically getting back into school life at Prahran High School.

It’s been a tough year and while there are challenges 
which still lie ahead, right now, let’s take a collective 
sigh of relief, knowing that life for our young people 
(and us) is returning to some sense of normality. We 
can’t underestimate the challenge this time has been for 
teenagers. Life as a 13-year-old is complex; it can be as 
hard as it can certainly be exhilarating. For many young 
people, their love of connection with friends, hanging 
out in the Lane at school, playing football or just sitting 
around chatting about the world, are some of the things 
they enjoy most. 

Being required to spend months at home, working from 
their bedrooms, put a stop to some of those things and 
it’s been hard. As one of our Year 7s said to me the other 
day, “sometimes I just felt really sad, but other days I felt 
fine. It’s good to be back.” I think we can all empathise 
with that sentiment as we have grappled with 2020. 

And now, we’re here! We’re back together in our beautiful 
school and this place is buzzing. We valued having time 
just with our Year 7 students, settling them back in and 
making sure they felt comfortable, safe and supported. 
To be honest, it didn’t take long – they returned with 
boundless enthusiasm. And then, last week we welcomed 
back our Year 8 students, who we had missed so much. 

Most of our Year 8 students have been with us since 
the beginning of our school and we know them well. 
They will always be a special group to us and elbow-
shaking with them on their way back in last Monday was 
a lot of fun. They are taller, more independent and even 
more ready for the challenge of the rest of this year and 
IMPACT9 in 2021.

We have begun targeted intervention work with some 
students who need some catch-up support. We are 
focused on wellbeing, connection and relationships as 
the basis for all else. And we are so pleased to see, learn 
and assess students’ progress which affirms to us that 
the great majority of our students have continued to learn 
and grow. This has been a meaningful year of school 
and learning. I truly believe that and the evidence at our 
school supports that view. I don’t accept the narrative of 
a ‘lost year’ that I hear every now and then in the media. 
It is simply not true.

That is both testament to the kids themselves and to you, 
their families. It is also an absolute testament to the work 
of the staff at our school. Their creativity, commitment 
and total dedication to our students throughout this 
whole year has been a highlight of a challenging time. 
I couldn’t be more pleased with the work the team have 
done and continue to each day. 

I’m proud of the team and I’m so proud of our students. I 
couldn’t be happier to have our school come roaring back 
to life with the return of 220 amazing young people!

We know that the rest of the year will fly past. Amongst 
the hectic weeks ahead, we continue to be driven by our 
commitment to “every student, every day”, as well as 
ensuring an unrelenting focus on learning.

We also want to make sure we’re having a lot of fun together. 

Take care.

https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/
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The Review process necessarily looks back (a review) 
but most importantly, we look forward and plan the 
strategic direction for the next four years and beyond. We 
know where we want to take the school into the future. 
The process assists us by pulling together the details of 
our ideas, feedback and dreams into the next iteration 
of our vision and purpose as we write the Strategic Plan 
2021-2024. 

We are now focused on Vision 2024 and this process 
helps to guide that. 

The School Review panel is comprised of the Reviewer, 
my Senior Education Improvement Leader, Michelle, our 
School Council President, the school Leadership Team, 

student, staff and parent representatives. I also invite 
two principal colleagues to join the work in the role of 
Challenge Partners and I’m grateful that Neven Paleka 
from South Yarra PS and Debby Chaves from Beaumaris 
SC have both supported this work. 

The actual process of the Review takes place across two 
days. We have completed the first day and we’ll round out 
the process on November 10. 

As a result of our discussions and analysis on day 1, 
the process then requires that we develop the Terms of 
Reference for the next stage. These Terms are usually 
framed as big questions, from which our strategic 
direction and key improvement strategies will flow. 

  To what extent has the school developed an 
aspirational and innovative curriculum and 
pedagogy which enables all students to learn?

  How does the partnership between learners and 
teachers shape, influence and guide what we 
learn, how we learn and how our school evolves?

  To what extent are staff, students, parents and 
the wider community engaged in building a 
positive school climate of learning, wellbeing 
and productive partnerships?

  How will Prahran High School plan for positive, 
meaningful and personalised pathways for 
success for students - in to the school, throughout 
the school and then beyond the school?

As you read these questions, I invite you to think about the 
key words in each, the pointers to our forward direction 
and the accord with our unique vision and values. That’s 
the work we need to get right as we work toward Vision 
2024 and I’m confident that we’re on the right track.

I would be pleased to talk through any questions or 
comments you have about the process. I also look 
forward to sharing our inaugural Strategic Plan with the 
community later in the year. 

This is a year of official School Review for us. As a new school, we are required to have a formal School Review in 
our second year of operation. This is an important and collaborative process, requiring feedback and input from 
stakeholders, along with school visits and a detailed analysis of early data sets. 

Terms of Reference Questions

School Review 2020

School Strategic Plan 2021 – 2024



2020 PHS NEWSLETTER #10Prahran High School is a Child Safe School, and the Safety of the Children in Our Care is Always Our Priority

Each year schools have four student-free days we plan to 
attend to strategic priorities and focus on staff professional 
learning in a sustained way across a whole day. While it is 
difficult to keep track of all that has happened this year, we 
have planned two of those days; the third is now scheduled 
for Monday 30 November. 

The purpose of this important day flows from the Review 
and the development of the Strategic Plan 2021 – 2024. 
On this day, the whole staff and the newly appointed 2021 
team members will engage with the strategic direction and 
start to set clear and ambitious goals for the year/s ahead.

Monday 30 November

Strategic Plan Engagement Day – Student Free Day

ART & DESIGN HIGHLIGHTS

What a year 2020 has been! Bushfires, Covid, US election, 
Black Lives Matter, the list goes on and on. 

Inspired by the artist Keith Haring, this term in Art and 
Design Innovation our Year 7s are reflecting on the times 
in which they live. How can we develop symbols that 
represent our personal response to these times?  How 
can the use of line and shape further communicate our 
feelings and ideas?  

We have started in collage and are in the process of 
translating our collages into ceramic sculptures. The 
Year 7s are very excited to be back at school and getting 
tactile in the ADI Learning Space.

Lara Karasavvidis
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Student Wellbeing - Welcome, Carollina
My name is Carollina Varas and I have just joined the 
Wellbeing team at PHS in the capacity of Mental Health 
Practitioner/ Student Wellbeing counsellor. 

I am super excited about being part of the Mental Health 
Practitioner initiative and making a positive contribution 
to supporting student wellbeing at PHS. 

We know that this year has been like no other, and 
now more than ever, Youth Mental Health and Student 
Wellbeing is more important than ever. 

Our return to school in Term 4 coincided with Mental 
Health Awareness Month this October and Headspace 
Day on the 21st October where students received 
Headspace wristbands and were encouraged to wear 
them to raise awareness. 

Returning to school has certainly brought about a range 
of emotions for our students. Students have had to deal 
with multiple transitions over the last few months, from 
onsite learning to remote learning and back to onsite 
learning once again. 

Perhaps there have been other transitions at home during 
this time, parental separation, bereavement or moving 
home. Each young person has their own individual and 
unique emotional regulation skills, as well as family and 
community support to enable them to thrive. However, 
research also informs us that multiple transitions can 
place young people at greater risk of experiencing 
adjustment difficulties. 

Here at PHS, we have welcomed our students back with 
open arms (figurately speaking) to rebuild a sense of 
belonging to the PHS environment. Mentor Teachers have 
been on hand to ensure positive relationships continue to 
be nurtured amongst students and educators. 

As part of the Mental Health Practitioner role I will be 
providing direct counselling support and other early 
intervention services for individual students identified as 
at risk/or experiencing mild to moderate mental health 
concerns. I will be co-ordinating supports for students 
with critical needs, including proactively enhancing 
mental health promotion and prevention activities within 
the school. 

Shortly, I will be sending out a survey to gauge from 
students/ teachers/ parents/ carers what sorts of 
mental health activities you would like to see introduced 
in the wellbeing space. Together, we can help shape and 
embed the mental health programs and strategies in the 
school. 

If you would like to have a chat about a referral for your 
child, please feel free to contact me on Mondays and 
Wednesdays to discuss referral pathways. 

Alternatively, please encourage your child to reach out 
to their Mentor Teachers to discuss any concerns they 
might be having with their return to school experience 
and a referral to Student Wellbeing is encouraged. 

I share the following links as a reminder of the sorts of 
supports in the broader community for young people too.

Carollina Varas
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At this time of year, along with ensuring that the year 
concludes positively and productively, we also start 
planning for effective and smooth transitions for the 
next year. The transition into our school from Grade 6 – 
Year 7 is so important as we welcome over 125 students 
and families to our community.

At school we also focus on smooth, purposeful and 
supportive transitions for students moving from 7-8 and 
8-9. It is an important time for students and an important 
time for families as school charges and requirements for 
the new year are outlined. 

This week your welcome and information package for 
2021 has been sent via the Compass Newsfeed. Please 
do take the time to read this package and start to think 
about the transition to the new year. All school charges 
are on Compass and we invite you to start paying charges 
through the course confirmation module of Compass as 
soon as practical for you. 

Should you have any queries about school charges for 
2021, please contact our Acting Business Manager, Jan 
Beecroft, or Finance Officer, Emily Kennan. 

2021 SCHOOL CHARGES INFORMATION TO FAMILIES



 

 

ABOUT 
 

Prahran High School in collaboration with Chase Basketball are extremely excited to announce the 2021 

return of the Prahran High School Basketball Academy.  

 

The Basketball Academy is an extra-curricular program designed to enhance the basketball skills of 

athletes across all skill levels.  Athletes will be assessed and divided into beginner, intermediate and 

advanced levels ensuring the ongoing enjoyment, progression and development of every individual. 

 

The Prahran High School Basketball Academy will be conducted before school on two mornings applicable 

to students’ academy grouping, for 90 minutes per session. 

 

Whilst the main focus of the sessions will be on improving basketball skills, coaches will work with 

athletes to develop fitness, sportsmanship, teamwork, dedication and a strong work ethic. 

 

Students will be provided with expert tuition with elite coaches and included as part of the Basketball 

Academy will be a uniform (singlet & shorts) and a sports bag. 

 

Annual Fee: 

Returning Player = $1470 

New Player = 1560 (including kit and admin fees)  

For more information:  

Email janet@chasebasketball.com.au 
For more information about payment/payment arrangements: 

Email prahran.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 



Everyone has the right to be safe 
and be protected from abuse.
No one should behave in a way that 
makes you feel unsafe or afraid, 
including anyone in your family, 
anyone at school or anywhere else  
in the community.
Tell a teacher or any adult at your 
school if you feel unsafe.

It’s everyone’s responsibility. 
Adults at school must listen and 
respond to concerns about  
child abuse. 
If you suspect abuse of any child 
or young person, you have a 
responsibility to report it,  
even if you are not sure.

Further information & resources  
www.education.vic.gov.au/protect



@prahranhighschool @prahranhighschool prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au

Tuesday 3 November
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Student Free – School is Closed

Monday 30 November 
Student Free Day
School Strategic Plan Summit 2021

Tuesday 8 December
Year 7 2021 Orientation Day

Thursday 18 December
Final day of school for students for 2020
School finishes at 1:00

https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
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