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As you’re reading this latest edition of The PHS News, the 
date is Friday 4 December and there will be less than two 
full weeks of learning at school remaining for the year! If you 
feel like I do about the pace of this most challenging and 
unusual year, it’s something of a struggle to make sense of 
the fact that it’s very nearly the end of the school year.

In many ways, 2020 has been a year of multiple ‘starts’. 
We began the year as normal, in late January filled with 
energy and enthusiasm. And then, from early March until 
now, the world changed, events shifted rapidly and as a 
community we came together to manage the challenges 
of the times. Our students and staff were asked to pivot 
quickly and fully to Learning@Home, not once, but twice. 
Essentially, we have ‘started’ school three times this year, 
with all the planning, nerves and re-establishment of 
routines that goes with that.

We must never underestimate how challenging this 
experience has been for our young people, here and 
right around the world. And, at PHS we must also never 
underestimate how well our students and staff adapted 
and how effectively learning, connection and school 
engagement was able to continue. 

I have said it before and it’s worth reiterating, at Prahran 
High School this has not been a ‘lost year’ at all. Students 
are engaged, they’re doing well and together with teachers 
and families, we have worked to strategically provide 
extra support where needed. I’m confident that our 
students are finishing their school year having achieved, 
learnt and grown, mostly at the assessed levels that we 
expect them to be at. 

I am so proud of our students. It’s been a tough year and 
they’ve done a remarkable job!

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”
― Mahatma Gandhi

Recently, I spent some time with two of our Year 8 
classes, talking with them about ideas they were 
developing for ways to improve our school. The students 
were working collaboratively and their ideas ranged 
from the very do-able, to the only possible if we had ten 
million dollars in the bank! I enjoyed the conversation and 
took the opportunity to reinforce that they truly do have 
the capacity to ‘make an impact’. I also stressed that 
‘making’ an impact is an active pursuit and that change 
doesn’t just happen. 

I am committed to empowering students to lead and 
drive change in their school, their community and their 
world, in any way I can. And, this requires them to be 
active, to be engaged, to write emails and letters, to ask 
questions and to follow-through. None of us will affect 
change or make an impact by being passive, or just by 
being hopeful. It takes time, energy and commitment. It 
also takes a commitment to follow-through and this is 
the part where sometimes our kids need a push. 

As we move toward 2021 and the implementation 
of IMPACT9, the opportunities for student agency, 
leadership, community connections and making an 
impact are many and varied. However, it won’t just 
happen - students need to take these opportunities and 
run with them. 

We’ll be by their side, we’ll be encouraging and guiding, 
but we won’t do it for them. On this afternoon in class, 
there were several ideas that students had thought of, 
that are quite easy to make happen. I affirmed to the 
students that, “the idea is good, I think we can do it, there 
is a process, I’m on board and it’s now over to you to take 
the next steps.” 

I know some of our students will follow-through. I want 
all of them to do this. This is how we ‘make an impact’. 
It’s also an important aspect of our mission as a school. 
Change doesn’t just happen because we want it; we have 
to work for it. We are determined to work hard with our 
students to help them understand this too.

The capacity of our students is infinite. 

As we start to round out the 2020 school year, we’ve 
seen their capacity in so many ways. We are privileged to 
come to work with these kids every day and we take that 
privilege seriously and whole-heartedly. 

As we look toward 2021, and especially for our Foundation 
students as they approach IMPACT9, I encourage them 
to think about this, to reflect on the necessary role of 
agency and active engagement in communities and to 
remember that they truly can ‘Make an Impact’ in so 
many ways. I encourage our kids to also remember that 
‘make’ is an active verb in our motto.

Make an Impact 2020-21
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The end of the school year is a special time in schools, 
especially for those milestone moments, like Grade 6 and 
Year 12 Graduations, completion of exams or securing a 
first apprenticeship. For us, while it’s not a major milestone, 
we will be acknowledging the achievement, resilience and 
spirit of our students. 

We began othe tradition last year of our final Showcase 
of Learning and Awards Evening. It was a wonderful way 
to conclude our Foundation year with students, staff and 
families together at school in celebration. Unfortunately, 
we are not able to hold the same sort of event this year 
with families. 

We will still have a final, formal student assembly at 
school with small performances, presentations and a 
range of certificates awarded to students. Our assembly 
will be held on Tuesday 15 December and we will make 
sure there a lot of clips and photos up on social media!

Students will then be offered a range of structured activities 
on Wednesday and Thursday 16 and 17 December at 
school. Teachers are planning these activities, and all will 
be communicated to students next week.

Students will then finish school for 2020 
on Thursday 17 December at 1:00 pm. 
The end of the school year is always a hectic time too 
with so much happening. As we progress toward the end 
of term, it is business as usual in classes. Learning is 
ongoing, our expectations are clear and classes continue 
as usual right up until the end of the final week. 

We have noticed uniform standards slipping of late 
and while we are approaching this from a place of 
understanding, we do expect students to be in their 
uniform every day. It’s been a crazy year. We understand 
that, however, it remains our expectation that students 
are in full school uniform each day of school. This means 
sports uniforms on days of sport, academic uniform on 
days without sport, and not a blend of the two.

Should your child not have a uniform item and you are not 
able to replace that until the new year, we understand, we just 
ask that you provide a note explaining this. It’s important.

 James Fidler   Assistant Principal
Shannan Roberts   Assistant Principal  

Mobile Phone Policy 
Mobile phones must be kept locked in a student’s locker, 
or one of our secure phone storage boxes, all day. This 
is a whole of Government rule. Every secondary student in 
a Victorian Government secondary school is expected to 
follow the same rules. We had already adopted this as our 
local school policy when we established the school in 2018 
– it is now a Ministerial Order and has been for some time.

We are enforcing this policy and we ask your support.

There is a very real issue with students spending far too 
much on their mobile phones – it’s an issue for all of us 
really. We want students’ time at school to be free of 
the constant distraction of their mobile phones, and we 
expect this to be the case. 

The rule at school is clear, it’s evidence-based and it’s in 
place to support student learning. Lately, it has become 
increasingly difficult to monitor this, especially at break 
times as some students hide their phones to use when 
teachers aren’t there. 

Staff don’t want to be constantly confiscating mobile 
phones. Staff also don’t want to see the deep value of 
the teacher-student relationship eroded by argumentative 
responses to requests to put mobile phones away. None of 
us want this but some days it gets hard as some students 
simply won’t put their phones away in their lockers.

We sincerely ask your support in reinforcing this message 
at home. And please, if you need to contact your child 
during the school day, you must contact the Office, and 
we will ensure the message gets through.

The End of Year for Students
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Being back in the vibrant learning spaces has been a great 
way to conclude the year in Maths@PHS. This term our 
focus was on Algebra and Graphing and it was exciting 
to see students working collaboratively to uncover what 
happens when letters are incorporated into Mathematics. 

There were lots of in-depth discussions about where 
Algebra is used in real life – from a trip in a taxi, to table 
layouts at local restaurants, to shopping and exercise.

Maths Homework Help has been running every Tuesday 
after school and it has been very pleasing to see so many 
students attend to continue working through activities 
from class and extending themselves further. 

Maths Club has also been running weekly on Wednesday 
morning where students dive deep into challenging 
mathematical concepts, including calculus!

Well done to all students for their participation and 
enthusiasm during the final term of Maths@PHS 2020. 
It’s been a challenging year and you’ve done so well!

Yusra, 7D

“Maths at PHS is helpful because we use booklets. It’s 
different and that’s why I find it good. I always thought 
Algebra was hard but I now understand it more.”

Ivan, 7C

“Maths is really fun once you get to understand it fully. 
Maths Club is awesome. We learn about things in maths 
that have patterns and interpreted right, you get really 
cool patterns and images.”

Rudra, 7C

“In Maths Club we have learnt the basics of Calculus as 
well as important patterns like Pascal’s triangle. Patterns 
and Maths become a lot easier as you understand the 
roots of algebra.”

Ruby W, 8B

“Maths at PHS looked a little different this year with online 
learning, but the teachers were amazing and helped everyone 
when they were uncertain. I personally have gained a lot of 
confidence in maths this year.” 

Jennifer, 7D

“Maths at PHS is very useful and helpful. Also, it is easy 
for me. We have been using the booklet which is about 
Algebra and I’m very happy to do the booklet. At homework 
club, the teacher will help if we have any questions. I really 
enjoy the homework club.”  

Maths News

Goodbye and Good luck
The Maths and Science Learning Area Teams (and the 
whole school) would like to wish Ms Graham all the 
best for 2021 with her appointment to Sunbury College. 
Starting in the Foundation Year at Prahran High School, 
Ms Graham has been integral in developing the Science 
and Mathematics curriculum. 

Additionally, she has been involved in so many aspects 
of Life@PHS including leading Enviro Club, coaching 
numerous sports teams and organising the school’s 
first zoo excursion. We have been so lucky to working 
alongside Ms Graham; she is full of zest, exciting ideas 
and is incredibly supportive to all students. Thank you so 
much for being a part of our team and we wish you all the 
best for your new role. 
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Design Lab Action
For Design Lab, we have been learning to use a CAD 
program called Tinkercad, where we have been creating 
amusement park rides, entrances and vendors. We have 
also tried out the school’s new 3D printers, printing our 
actual objects/designs, almost like it comes to life! 
Although the mini version...

At the start of this process, we had to choose the part 
of the amusement park we wanted to design and then 
started with a basic drawing of our ride.  We learnt how 
to use the SCAMPER method which helped us to develop 
our ideas. We also learnt orthogonal drawing which 
enabled us to break down the parts of our ride, entrance 
or vendor. There were many challenges faced at the start 
of this and I am sure we all had doubts if it would come 
out alright, but we managed to pull through it and the 
results were surprisingly unexpected!

We have enjoyed this process relishing the many 
challenges faced. Eventually we all got our result, whether 
it came out perfectly or perhaps a little different to what 
we’d imagine, but the main thing was that it was fun to 
do, practicing with technology a little more and learning a 
bit of CAD drawing.  Most of all we enjoyed collaborating 
with each other as a group, creating a design made with 
effort and friendship, and not just the same work that we 
usually do. The teachers have also been supporting us all 
the way through, giving advice and help we need, so we 
could all get it done on time.

Selena 8E 
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French Club
In French Club on Thursday afternoons from 3:30 until 
4:30 we play games in French and cook delicious French 
foods. For example, crêpes and croque monsieur (a very 
fancy sandwich). 

We learn things that are fun and useful and help us in class. 

Being in French club is a really good experience, it also 
gives you the opportunity to make new friends outside of 
your class.  Madame Sénèque and Monsieur Elliott make 
those afternoons very fun and entertaining. 

Hope to see you there! C’est vraiment amusant! 

Santana 7A 
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The PHS Library has continued to grow and thrive in 
2020, both online and offline. The library shelves are 
much fuller than they were this time last year, and the 
borrowing statistics disprove any misguided ideas that 
‘teenagers don’t like reading’. Our students have diverse, 
passionate reading interests, and I always strive to put 
the right book in the right hands at the right time. I love 
taking suggestions from the students on what to buy 
for the library and want them to feel ownership over the 
space as it continues to evolve.

This year I also incorporated an eBook library and other 
online resources to support teaching and learning. The 
students engaged with the library in various ways during 
Learning@Home, and some of the lessons learnt about 
digital collections and online opportunities during that 
time will endure, even now that we’re back at school.

Book Club was a success both virtually and in-person 
throughout the year, with many new friendships forged. 
We are first and foremost a social group, and the students 
enjoy connecting with like-minded peers, and sometimes 
digressing a little!

It never ceases to amaze me how articulate, informed 
and thoughtful our students are when discussing the 
books they are reading. We look forward to welcoming 
even more bookworms into the group next year. 

Some recent books that the Book Club recommends are:

• The End of the World is Bigger Than Love by Davina Bell

• We Are Wolves by Katrina Nannestad

• The Call by Peadar Ó Guilín

• The Loop by Ben Oliver

• Monuments and Rebel Gods by Will Kostakis

• Metal Fish, Falling Snow by Cath Moore

With summer holidays nearly upon us, now is your chance 
to borrow books for the big break. There are no limits, so 
bring in an extra bag and stock up on some great holiday 
reads before the end of the term. 

Happy reading - and try not to get too much sand or 
seawater in between the pages!

Karys McEwen, Librarian

Library 2020 – What a Year!
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Student Opinion Surveys 2020 
Below is an initial snapshot from the Student Attitudes 
to School survey from this year. We have focused here 
on some overview highlights and areas of interest. 

This is our first system set of data for 2020 and arrives 
later in the year than usual. The data is overwhelmingly 
positive and paints such an affirming picture of the way 
students feel about their school. 

These surveys are completed every year and the richness 
comes from the patterns, the trends over time and the 
conversations we now aim to have with students about 
the data. 

We will unpack this data more in early 2021, when we 
have more time with students. We are delighted to share 
some of these highlights with you! 

POSITIVE

Learning confidence 63%

I am confident in my learning 62%

I know I can keep up with my learning 64%

I enjoy tasks that challenge me 62%

Motivation and interest 66%

Things I am taught are worthwhile learning 62%

I want to learn new things* 86%

I am learning things that really interest me 51%

Attitudes to attendance 88%

I always try to attend school 94%

My parents expect me to complete Year 12 92%

I try to catch up on my work if I am absent from school 78%

School Connectedness (Sense of belonging) 72%

I am happy to be at this school* 83%

I like this school* 82%

I feel proud about being a student at this school 70%
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Student Opinion Surveys 2020 cont’d 

Our students are amazing and we are committed to learning with them. This is their data, about their school and we 
honour it by talking to them about this and making plans to make their school even better for them!

POSITIVE

Stimulated learning 68%

My teacher makes the work we do in class interesting 58%

My teachers motivate us to think in our learning 79%

My teachers are inspiring 67%

Student voice and agency 56%

At this school, I help decide things like class activities or rules 51%

I have the opportunity to participate in decision-making at this school 60%

I have a say in the things I learn 44%

Advocate at school 74%

There is a teacher or another adult at this school who believes that I can be successful 72%

At this school, there is a teacher or another adult who listens to me when I have 
something to say 77%

There is a teacher or another adult at this school who tells me when I do a good job 85%

Managing bullying 68%

This school deals fairly with bullying problems 55%

At this school there is support for students who are bullied 71%

I feel safe at this school* 80%



2020 PHS NEWSLETTER #11Prahran High School is a Child Safe School, and the Safety of the Children in Our Care is Always Our Priority

Throughout this last term, we have completed our 
official School Review process which now progresses 
to the development of the Strategic Plan 2021 - 2024. 
The Review is a rigorous and collaborative process, 
involving staff, parents, students and a panel of four 
external colleagues. The work across the two days was 
challenging and meaningful – it was also very affirming.

As we’ve worked to build the new Prahran High School, 
our work has been a significant community effort and 
the success of this effort was clear to the Review panel 
during this process. The Reviewer was impressed with 
what he saw and heard at Prahran High School. He noted 
that the developing level of agency students have in their 
school was at a level that he’s not seen before. He was 
particularly impressed with our approach to learning, our 
Learning Trackers and the collaborative way that we plan 
for effective, personalised learning for all students. 

As a young school, we are a work in progress and there 
is a way to go before our foundation students graduate 
in 2024. Importantly, we are definitely on the right track. 
The foundations of our culture, our practice and our 
community are strong. We now need to ensure that those 
foundations are rock solid and from that stable base, 
continue our path forward. 

The Strategic Plan itself will be endorsed by the School 
Council at the December meeting. It will be uploaded to 
our school website at that point too. The Strategic Plan 
may appear to be somewhat of a generic document and in 
some ways, it is, as it is an overarching set of goals which 
underpin our core business – student learning, student 
wellbeing and our community. It is when we operationalise 
the Strategic Plan each year that we will see our uniquely 
PHS commitments play out more clearly.

During the Review panel discussions, we grappled with 
balancing our system responsibilities and our strong 
desire to be our own, unique school. The discussions 
were rich and robust; our community are passionate 
about their school and we know we have an opportunity 
here that others don’t. We are determined to take that 
opportunity with open hearts and minds. 

At Prahran High School we are determined to forge a 
new path of learning/schooling, for our students and 
our community. We need to be courageous with this. 

We are committed to the system and feel our system 
responsibility strongly, but we also know that if schools 
like ours don’t work bravely to chart a new course in 
education, schools will continue to look as they always 
have. They shouldn’t if we are going to serve the needs 
of young people in 2024. Families, students and staff 
are passionate about that, hence the rich and motivating 
discussions throughout the day/s. 

My special thanks to Council President Michelle Osborne 
and Councillor Nyree Wilson who both participated in the 
School Review process. It’s a significant commitment of 
time and their input is invaluable. 

It was a great pleasure to be part of such a meaningful 
dialogue with students, visitors, staff, Michelle and Nyree. 

Below are some quotes from students which Nyree 
recorded on the second day together. These quotes 
came as a result of questions asking them to imagine 
themselves as VCE students, and to then share with us 
how they would like to be able to describe their experience 
of PHS in the future. 

“As a VCE student at Prahran High I feel like I have much 
control over my learning interests, and over the years have 
become extremely prepared as I have much choice and 
voice in what and how I learn. I have much structure within 
my learning, though a fair amount of flexibility, as well as 
being able to incorporate my interests with my learning.”

“As a VCE student at Prahran High School, we have the 
freedom to learn how we choose, we all have a very 
dedicated mind set. There is still that exciting and fun 
part of school where we can let go of stress and still enjoy 
school. I am still able to challenge myself.”

“As a VCE student I would like the atmosphere to be 
educational, I would like the curriculum to be evolved/ 
created with the students and teachers, collaboratively.”

“As a VCE student at PHS, I have certain classes during the 
week where I get instruction from my teachers, then I get 
to choose what I do for my assessment. I get to choose 
my breaks and when I go to school, there are many places 
where I can do my work.”

School Review and Strategic Plan 2021-2024



Tuesday 15 December 2020 
7pm – 8pm via Zoom
Bayside City Council Youth Services is proud to 
present a free online webinar with Andrew Fuller, 
a well-known clinical psychologist, author and 
speaker on the topic of transition.

Andrew has worked with over 3,000 schools in 
Australia, NZ, Asia and the UK and with more 
than 500,000 young people on core elements 
of resilience - connect, protect and respect 
(CPR) and building The Resilient Mindset, which 
he defines as “the happy knack of being able 
to bungy jump through the pitfalls of life to rise 
above adversity and obstacles”.

Topics covered
• Resilience
• How to prepare for secondary school
• Strategies to support successful transition
• Differences between year 6 and year 7

This session is for parents or carers of young 
people transitioning from primary to secondary 
school that live, go to school or have a 
connection to Bayside. 

2198

Registrations essential 
To register, visit bayside.vic.gov.au/youth

Supporting young 
people through 
transition 

Parent information evening with Andrew Fuller

Free 
Webinar
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Tuesday 8 December
Year 7 2021 Orientation Morning

Thursday 17 December
Final day of school for students for 2020
School finishes at 1:00

Friday 18 December
Final day of school for staff
Student Free Day

2021
Friday 29 January 2021
Day one of school for students for the new school year
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