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What a great start!

What a great start to the year it’s been at Prahran High 
School. There have been joys, challenges, a snap 
lockdown, a flurry of inter-school events, a camp, our 
first family BBQ of the year and so much more. I’m 
pleased with how well our students and staff are working 
together and with how students are approaching their 
learning. Most of our 350 students are embracing 
school with a positive, willing spirit and I look forward 
to strengthening this even more as we move into the 
middle of the school year. 

I’ve been extremely pleased with how well our Year 7 
students have settled into life at PHS. It’s been great 
getting to know the kids and their families as they’ve 
quickly adapted to life at high school. I certainly know 
that together they created some great memories at 
Camp Adanac. It was a lot of fun to be there with them 
this year. 

I loved seeing the kids on the flying fox, on the water 
slides and in the canoes. The activities are fun and many 
are actually quite challenging too. For example, I know 
that many of our kids didn’t know how to canoe before 
the camp, but they had a go, they persevered, and they 
learned a skill that they didn’t have before. They put in 
and tried. That’s what it’s about. 

It’s that spirit of having a go and doing your very best that 
is so important at school, every day and in every learning 
session. At assembly last week, I asked the students to 
truly and honestly think about this and consider if they 
are putting in all they can. As we approach the end of 
the first term, after (nearly) a full term together, here on 
site, I wanted students to reflect on these questions. “Am 
I doing my very best? And, am I contributing all I can to 
build a fantastic school?” 

I know that for the majority of our students, the answer 
is a resounding ‘yes, I am doing my very best’ and that is 
what’s most important as a learner and a citizen – to do 
your best, to contribute and to be your best self. That’s 
the culture of effort, of responsibility and of learning the 
value of hard work that we are nurturing at PHS. 

As you know, recently I have been reflecting on changes 
in society more broadly, due to what we’ve all been 
through this past year. Last year was a tough year and 
there is still some restlessness around us and in us. 
Indeed in some parts of the world, the pandemic has 
barely decreased in severity, the health and economic 
struggle far, far worse than here. 

We are so lucky here in Australia but there is still a 
lingering sense of sadness or tension here, that is part 
of our society too. Put simply, the world is not as it was 
in March 2020 and none of us have been immune from 
this uncertainty. 

But what we have is this. This place – Prahran High School. 

We have a beautiful school which reflects the diversity 
of our community, a school which gives students 
extraordinary opportunity and which allows them to be 
and become whomever they like. Many, many people in 
the world don’t have what we have here together and at 
assembly on Friday I asked students to think about this 
and be grateful for what we have. 

When we commit to doing, and being, our very best 
selves, when we express gratitude for what we have 
and the opportunities many others don’t and when we 
acknowledge that last year was tough, very tough, but 
2021 is a new horizon, we will be even stronger than 
before. 

I say ‘stronger’ deliberately. I’ve been thinking about this 
a lot for us and all it means. I know our community is 
already strong and I also know we can be even stronger 
than before. When we commit to it.

After our assembly on Friday, we returned to Mentor 
Groups and each of our students received a beautiful 
school pin to wear in our shirts or blazer. This pin is a 
specially designed Prahran High School 2021 pin and I 
want it to remind our students and staff, every day, of 
how lucky we are to have a school like this and how much 
stronger we can be together after a tough time in 2020.

I ask students to proudly wear their pin each day of 
school. I am proud to wear mine and I was very proud to 
give students their unique pins too. I hope this pin serves 
as an ongoing reminder of all you can be and become at 
PHS, if you embrace the opportunities before us. 

Together we are stronger in 2021.

Happy holidays.

Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal

Dimensions: 25mm (h) x 20mm (w) x 1.6mm (d) 

White = Polished Nickel

Orange = PMS 7579C

Quantity: 250

Fastening: DXL Pin & Clutch

To scale 1:1
Black outline for illustration purposes only



CREATIVITY . CURIOSITY . CHALLENGE . CHARACTER
MAKE AN IMPACT

Prahran High School is a Child Safe School, and the Safety of the Children in Our Care is Always Our Priority

Teaching and Learning Update

One of the major developments this term has been the launch of our new IMPACT9 program. Driven by a 
desire to provide students with authentic challenges and agency, our core learning areas have provided 
students with more choice – such as the option to choose a text and project outcome in English, or to 
choose their learning pathway in HBHM. 

Our students have also chosen Specialisations. These 
are unique subjects that extend and challenge them in 
Science, Technology and The Arts, or new opportunities 
to try learning areas such as Fashion Design and 
Philosophy. Supporting this are our IMPACT9 Projects, 
where students have the chance to collaborate on 
projects focusing on identity, entrepreneurship and 
innovation, supported by a range of activities such as 
guest speakers and excursions. 

We’ve also added our new IMPACT9 learning spaces 
on Level 2. The furniture and layout of the space was 
designed by students currently in Year 9, and the 
open and flexible nature of the space is something 
we are learning to value and appreciate. 

We’ve also introduced new Learning Areas at Year 
7 and 8. Our existing Design Lab program has been 
complemented by the introduction of our Product 
Design and Technology room, providing students 
with the opportunity to build their capabilities when 
working with wood, plastics and electronics. We’ve 
also introduced a classroom music program for Year 
7 and 8 to round out our performing arts program, 
with students rotating between Drama and Music 
across the year. 

One major project for 2021 is the development of our  
Senior School/Later Years model and we have already  
developed a proposed curriculum structure that is 
currently being reviewed by staff and students across 
the school. 

Our model aims to provide a flexible and authentic 
3-year senior program, with students able to access 
a wide range of VCE subjects in all key learning 
areas based on their interests and capabilities and 
complemented by a range of other authentic senior 
pathways (such as VET). 

There’s lots more to do in this space, including 
developing our systems for assessment and exams, 
and we aim to present a major outline of our program 
to families in early Term 2. 

Finally, based on feedback and requests from staff, 
students and families, we’re currently in the process 
of developing a school diary, along with a more 
formal process for teaching students systems of 
organisation and for reinforcing learning habits and 
behaviours (including homework). We are aiming to 
launch our diary at the start of Term 3, and expect it 
to become an valuable and truly helpful tool for our 
students, staff and families. 

As always, if you have any queries about anything 
relating to teaching and learning, assessment and 
reporting, or digital learning technologies, please 
feel free to contact me at school any time.

James Fidler - Assistant Principal
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Dans Nos Cours de Français

Year 7

In French, we have been learning how to introduce myself and others. This includes greetings, name, date 
of birth, nationalities, languages and how to write and say that in French. Learning French is enjoyable 
because when we go to France, or any other French-speaking country, we will know how to inform others 
about ourselves! Dahlia 7B 

Year 8

For this term in French, we have been working on 
how to describe features of someone, such as what 
their hair and eye colour are and their hairstyle, 
as well as describing what someone is wearing. 
Finally, we explored how to express our opinions of 
someone, and comparing people. It has been fun 
and has built up our French skills a lot.

Nate 8EYear 9

Throughout term one we have been focusing on 
where we live and how we can describe that housing 
or living space as well as the area it is in. We can now 
talk about how many rooms and floors are in a house/ 
living space and can expand by describing what 
furniture is in it. We have learnt about pronunciation 
for these terms as well as the genders and are 
underway to finishing our Make an Impact task! I 
personally have felt a massive amount of growth in 
French and have really enjoyed the process!

Josie 9D
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Performing Arts
Students in Year 7 and 8 have been learning different dramatic techniques that are applied when devising 
original performances. Our Year 7 students have been exploring flashback, cross-cutting and thought-
tracking through creating performances that they present to the class, developing their performance 
skills. The Year 8 students have been exploring tableau, chorus, stylised movement, caricature and 
vignettes which they will combine together for their Make an Impact performance. 

Year 9 students have been exploring the play Abigail’s Coven and are currently rehearsing scenes from 
the play which they will present to the school community in Term 2. They have been exploring Laban’s 
Movement Efforts which they are skilfully applying in their scene work.

Prahran High School’s first ever production, The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon is coming to you in Term 2.  
The fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm are turned on their heads in this fast-paced, rollicking ride as four 
narrators and a cast of actors attempt to combine all 209 stories ranging from classics like Snow White, 
Cinderella, and Hansel and Gretel to more bizarre, obscure stories like The Devil’s Grandmother and The 
Girl Without Hands. 

A wild, free-form comedy with lots of audience participation and madcap fun. With a cast of 32 students 
from Years 7 and 8, the play will be performed here at Prahran High School in the Performing Arts Atrium 
on the 3, 4 and 5 June 2021. Mark the dates in your calendar now - tickets will go on sale in Term 2.

 Andrew Byrne - Head of Performing Arts

DRAMA
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Strengthening Our Positive Climate for Learning

2020 taught us many things. Many of us learnt a new banana bread recipe, the difficulty of doing yoga with 
a dog in the room, the various filters of Zoom and so the list goes on! One of the biggest takeaways from 
the last year has been the importance of connection. Schools are dynamic, interconnected ecosystems; 
every person in our community has a role to play and is an influence on others. 

Building our positive climate for learning is an 
ongoing commitment and will in many ways always 
remain unfinished. That is as it should be as climate 
evolves, adapts and changes course when needed. 
We are building on our existing systems to better 
support the embedding of our expected positive 
behaviours within our school, ensuring expectations 
are understood by our whole community and that 
students meet the high standards we ask of them.

At the time of writing, we are discussing the wearing 
of ear pods and headphones at school, planning a 
new operational policy that will better serve our 
needs. Research tells us that listening to music, 
particularly the music preferred by our students, 
actually disrupts the learning process and can 
make it difficult to process new information or 
translate this to our memory banks. We also have 
concerns that these devices are often connected 
to mobile phones, which are banned at PHS, and in 
all Victorian State schools, in accordance with the 
Ministerial Order. 

We do also know that many students believe that 
listening to music can enhance their concentration 
and focus. We will talk to students this week to 
hear their views more comprehensively on the use 
of ear pods and headphones within our school, and 
I welcome your input also. Please email me or call 
me if you’d like to share a view.

Camps

Our Year 7s had a magnificent time at Camp Adanac  
in beautiful Yarra Junction, where they went canoeing,  
whizzed through the trees on the flying fox and 
toasted marshmallows on the fire. Year 7 camp is 
focused on building friendships and connections 
and the happy (and exhausted) faces leaving the 
bus afterwards assured us that we met our aims! 

Our Year 8 camp is currently being planning for late 
Term 2, and we are still planning to go to Tasmania, 
if this is possible. We will have further information 
to families as soon as possible at the beginning of 
the new term to support your preparation. 

Our Year 9 camp is being scheduled for Term 3 - 
stay tuned for more information.
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Parenting tweens and teens can be delightful, 
exhilarating, rewarding and challenging. We are proud 
to announce that we are continuing our partnership 
with Star Health and the City of Stonnington to offer 
parents access to the Tuning Into Teens course. 

This course provides information about adolescent 
development and emotional intelligence, aiming to 
develop skills in emotional coaching and responding 
to difficult emotions. It is also a wonderful opportunity 
to meet other parents and families from our school 
community. The introduction evening will be on  
5 May 2021, from 6:00 - 7:30 pm, followed by one 
online and one in person session later in the term.

Community Partnerships and Upcoming Events

Earlier this term, our staff were joined by John 
Hendry OAM for a day of professional learning and 
growth. John Hendry led Student Wellbeing at The 
Geelong Grammar School for thirty years, developing 
a culture of positivity, forgiveness and kindness. He 
has worked alongside people such as Professor 
Martin Seligman to implement the principles of 
Positive Psychology across the school. 

John will spend a day working with our students, 
exploring themes of kindness, resilience and 
forgiveness. In the early evening, we are thrilled 
to offer our families the opportunity to learn from 
him also. We will host a parent evening around the 
topic of relationships and emotional regulation on 
Tuesday the 18 May 2021 at 6:00 pm. Young people 
thrive when there is a consistent approach between 
school and home, so we would love to see you there.

Further, our school is closely partnering with 
Stonnington Youth Services, whose youth workers 
visit the school weekly and engage with our 
students through fitness, art and storytelling. In 
Term 2, we will offer specialised programs, such as 
Art Therapy and Drumbeat - a drumming class that 
builds resilience. 

 Shannan Roberts - Assistant Principal

APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Stonnington
Middle Years and 
Youth Services

TUE
6

BUTTERFLY HOUSE PROJECT
1PM  –  4PM

Head down to youth services to work with artist Jules Chapel to create your own cocoon lantern! These lanterns 
will be part of a bigger showcase which will be held in Prahran Square over the school holidays. 

AGES  
12–25

LOCATION > Grattan Gardens Community Centre, 40 Grattan Street, Prahran

REGISTER ONLINE > https://stonningtonyouthservices.wufoo.com/forms/april-holidays/

FRI
9

MOVIE DAY
1.30PM – 4PM

Youth Services are heading to the Jam Factory Cinemas. Join us for an afternoon at the movies to watch  
Raya and the Last Dragon. Cinema Ticket and snacks are provided for a limited number of people, so register 
quickly to secure your spot. 

AGES  
12–25

LOCATION > Meet at the Jam Factory at 1.30pm for a 2pm movie start time 

REGISTER ONLINE > https://stonningtonyouthservices.wufoo.com/forms/april-holidays/

WEEK 1

MON
12

EXPRESSION SESSION
1PM – 4PM

Come down and hang out with us at our Expression Session. Open art, music, freestyle, nature play and more. 
Our art club and urban farmers will be making a special appearance on the day. Don’t miss out. 

AGES  
12–25

LOCATION > Grattan Community Gardens, 40 Grattan Street, Prahran  

REGISTER ONLINE > https://stonningtonyouthservices.wufoo.com/forms/april-holidays/

FRI
16

CHILL SOUNDS
2PM – 5PM 

Chill Sounds will showcase Melbourne’s young talent in the music industry. Come join us and experience an 
amazing line up of local artists that will blow you away. 

ALL 
AGES 

LOCATION > Prahran Square 

FREE ENTRY

TUE
13

BODY BASICS TASTER
1PM – 3PM

Body Basics is a recreational and engagement program that provides opportunities for young people to  
experience a range of fitness and recreational activities in the local area. Come join a fun filled day and  
experience a range of activities that will keep your body in motion. AGES  

12–21
LOCATION > Victoria Gardens  

MEETING POINT > Grattan Gardens Community Centre, 40 Grattan Street, Prahran 

REGISTER ONLINE > https://stonningtonyouthservices.wufoo.com/forms/april-holidays/

WEEK 2
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On Friday March 19 Prahran High School celebrated 
the National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence. The theme for 2021 is to Take Action Together. 
The theme aims to elevate student voice, empowering  
young Australians to join the conversation.

In what was a very poignant week across the country 
as women marches took place across the country 
in cities and conversations were had on issues of 
consent in schools it was no better time to talk 
about respect, kindness, empathy and standing up 
for what is right. 

Our IMPACT9 students took part in sessions with 
Carollina, our Mental Health Practitioner to explore 
how PHS can work together towards taking a stand 
against bullying and violence at school, and in 
the community. Students engaged in productive 
discussions and brainstormed how they would 
stand up against bullying and violence, what they 
could do as individuals and as a group. 

Students watched a powerful video made for Dolly’s  
Dream titled Are Your Words Doing Damage? a video  
made by teens for teens to help start a conversation 
between young people about the impacts of 
cyberbullying and the damage it can do. 

Our Year 7 students made pledges on how they 
would help others and themselves if t hey noticed 
someone being bullied at school and who to turn to 
for assistance. We discussed the importance of not 
being a bystander to bullying and knowing what to 
do to help a friend who might be having a hard time. 
Our Year 7 students and teachers got involved by 
pledging to look out for one another. We look forward 
to keeping this important discussion going throughout 
the year with many more initiatives planned. 

At Prahran High School we are committed to taking 
allegations of bullying seriously. If you have concerns 
or questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
us for a conversation. #Togetherwecantakeaction 

 Carollina Varas  - Mental Health Practitioner 

Student Wellbeing 
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PHS / RHS Book Club Meet Up
Last week our Book Club numbers doubled in size…

We were excited to be joined by our fellow Book 
Clubbers from Richmond High School! It was a 
great chance to meet likeminded readers from a 
few suburbs away, who have a similar experience of 
being at a vertical inner-city school. 

Together we shared afternoon tea, and then moved 
around the library in ‘speed dating’ groups to chat 
with different students about all things books 
and reading. We covered topics like: what we are 
currently reading, what we will read in the holidays, 
who we think are the masters of our favourite 
genres, which books we hope get turned into movies 
this year, and the books that have had the biggest 
impact on our lives. 

Afterwards, we took the Richmond students on a 
tour of our school. They admitted they were jealous 
of our roof garden! New friendships were formed, 
and we hope to visit their campus for another Book 
Club meet up sometime in the near future.

 Karys McEwen - Librarian

IMPACT9 – The Projects
How can we use light and sound to solve a problem 
at home, school, or in the community? This is the 
driving question for our Year 9 students who are 
studying this big question and many others in 
IMPACT9. 

Students are learning how to build electronic circuits 
to control motion sensors, lights and speakers. 
They’re going to use this knowledge to build 
innovative and inventive solutions to self-identified, 
and subsequently, market researched, problems. 

Their projects will culminate in an Exhibition 
Afternoon, early in Term 2. We’d like to invite you to 
come along to this exhibition of student prototypes, 
and to help judge the most innovative, inventive 
and entrepreneurial project. We’ll be in touch with a 
time and date for the Exhibition soon!

 Chris Bush - IMPACT9 Leader

BOOKS
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Family Social Event - Your Invitation
The challenges of the past year made it difficult 
for our lovely school community to get together 

to welcome new families and reconnect with 
returning families. So, let’s catch up in 2021!

SUNDAY APRIL 18th 3.30pm to 5.30pm
Ladro, Greville street 

• Drinks and pizza available to purchase 

• Live music 

• Support local business 

RSVP 
Please reply by early April  

with approximate numbers. 

Call or message Barb on 0401 436 253

Come and join the family fun!



 

BREAKFAST LEARNING HOMEWORK 
 
 

EVERY THURSDAY 8 am in 3.06 
 

 
A time just for Girls! 

 
 
 
“Bring along any schoolwork – I’m here 
to help!” 

Ms Crossley 
Learning tutor  
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Thursday 1 April 
End Term 1 (Students dismissed at 1:30pm)

Monday 19 April 
First Day of Term 2

Wednesday 28 April 
Year 9 – 10 Family Information Evening (6:00 – 7:00pm)

Tuesday 11 May – Thursday 13 May 2021 
NAPLAN

Wednesday 5 May 
Tuning Into Teens 
Family evening (6:00 – 7:00pm)

Tuesday 18 May 
John Hendry – Relationships  
Family evening (6:00 – 7:00pm)

@prahranhighschool @prahranhighschool prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au

Privacy Statement
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the 
Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s 
collection statement, found on our website.

https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/privacy-policy/
http://
https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://WWW.PRAHRANHIGHSCHOOL.VIC.EDU.AU
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