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Springing Back to Life on High Street
As I write there is such a feeling of positivity in the air: a 
renewed sense of calm purpose and perhaps even an enhanced 
sense of gratitude, for how lucky we are to have our school, our 
friends, our teachers, and our families. After another long and 
challenging time, away from the energy and life of school life 
here on High Street, we’re back together and it feels great. 

The staff were well prepared for the return of our students. 
Together we planned a range of strategies to support students 
as they settle back into the routine, the expectations, the noises, 
and the rhythm of learning, actually in school. The emotions are 
different for each of them.  

The Learning@Home experience is completely different to 
classes on site. As we collectively find our feet again we need 
to talk through these differences, adjusting and adapting as we 
progress. We are doing just that. We are also already finding 
that for most kids, the return so far has been very smooth indeed. 

That ease of return isn’t the case for all students and that now is 
part of the significant challenge facing schools and communities. 
The reality for some young people is that the past two years 
have been difficult, and they have fallen behind, socially and 
academically. We know that is the case for some of our kids, as it 
is in schools right across Melbourne, and the world. 

As we plan for 2022, we will be prioritising the learning and 
wellbeing interventions and support necessary to ensure these 
students make the gains they need to get their learning back 
on track. We believe in our students, and we believe that the 
work we are doing with them will make a difference. There is a 
strong sense of efficacy in this community and that will help us 
rise to the challenge which is ahead. 

We do also know that many of our students have continued 
to thrive throughout this year, both while Learning@Home and 
here at school. Our recent NAPLAN data confirms that we are 
enriching and extending our high-achieving students effectively. 

Right across our school, many (most) students are still showing 
medium-high levels of learning growth. For our students who 
are really excelling, their growth has generally been excellent. 
It is relevant to note that this is not always the case in schools. 

Many schools find that when they honestly interrogate their 
data, their ‘top’ students may not be making the learning growth 
that they hope or expect. This is a trend borne out Statewide 
over many years, long suggesting something concerning 
about the level of challenge built into the curriculum for those 
students who need it – but not here at Prahran High School! 

Principal’s Message

Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal

Our unique Model of Learning, our Curriculum Design Principles, 
our bespoke Learning Trackers, and our systematic approach 
to collaborative practice is serving us well. We know now that 
it is time to double-down on what works, review and improve 
where needed and whole-heartedly recommit to the Prahran 
High School vision and mission, as we round out this year and 
importantly as we look to the beginning of 2022. 

The community can expect to see, hear, and feel a clear, 
enthusiastic, and absolutely determined recommitment to the 
PHS way, together on site once again. 

There are only 6 weeks left of the academic year and we are 
going to fill them with opportunity for our kids and community. 
We can’t make-up for everything that we have missed but we 
will do our best. Put simply, if we can make it work for our kids 
now, we will. As we round out the school year, we are committed 
to doing all we can to ensure a positive conclusion to 2021. 

In coming weeks, we will host our Year 7 2022 Welcome Evening 
and we plan for Orientation Day; we will organise year level 
engagement activities for our students, and we will celebrate 
their achievements with the Showcase and awards; we will 
hear the rock band perform their latest tracks and we will finally 
be able to see the school production, ‘The Brothers Grimm 
Spectaculathon’. Now scheduled from 9 – 11 December, I can’t 
wait to take a seat in the Atrium and applaud the talents of these 
extraordinary students and Mr. Byrne’s creative direction. It’s 
been a long time coming and we are going to make it happen. 

As our school on High Street comes to life once again, I know 
there is no better or more important place for our kids to be 
right now. They need their school, and we are here for them. 
As we look toward the weeks ahead and a joyful conclusion 
to 2021, I’m excited to spend time with students, to reconnect 
with families and to ensuring that our lasting, final experiences 
of this year make happy memories.
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We are pleased to announce that we will be launching 
our Rooftop Café in 2022. Together with the School 
Council we have been working on this throughout 
the past 6 months and while we hoped to launch in 
Term 4, we are now set to begin next year.

Our Rooftop Café will be run by H and H Canteens. 
They are a small-medium sized company who run 
canteens across Melbourne and inter-state. As 
we reviewed the different company options, we 
were pleased with the references provided from 
colleagues in other schools who had positive 
experiences with their service. 

The development of a canteen for our site won’t be 
without its challenges and we will do our best to 
meet them, to provide our students and community 
with this service. We know that not all students 
will need, or want, to access the canteen each day 
but we also know that it’s part of the service of our 
school that we need to provide for students when 
they do want to order their lunch. 

The servery window on the roof will help bring 
purpose and life to this beautiful outdoor space. We 
will be best served by a pre-ordering system and 
the provider will implement that for us. The more 
pre-ordering students do, the smoother lunchtime 
will run and the more efficient – costs, time, and 
waste – that the canteen will be.

Rooftop Café 2022 - The Launch of the PHS Canteen

COMMUNITY

Rooftop Café
Launch 2022

Also, to make lunch service as smooth as possible 
in the time that we have, we will need to recruit 
some student helpers. This will flow nicely from 
the IMPACT9 projects and the barista course 
most kids have done and will do next year. There 
will be a process around this and while it will be 
voluntary, not employment, the opportunities we 
can provide in the Rooftop Café can help students 
with experiences as they look toward their own 
part-time jobs.

The next steps are to continue work on the initial 
draft canteen menu. We have provided some initial 
feedback and as the year progresses, we will seek 
further feedback from students. 

The Rooftop Café will be launched in 2022. 

https://www.hhcorporation.com.au/h-h-canteens/
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The Foundation School Council decided that the new 
Prahran High School would be a school where students  
wear uniform. It was considered to be important 
and was broadly supported by the community. 

We developed the uniform collaboratively with 
significant input from families and students. When 
we began our work together as a new school in 
January 2019, our students looked fabulous. When 
the uniform is worn properly, they still do. 

School Uniform Review Summary and Next Steps
As we review this policy after three years together, 
we provided a detailed survey for community 
members to complete, and we thank people for 
your feedback. The survey has not been forgotten 
and we will now return to this work as the students 
return to school and we prepare for the new year. 

As an initial overview of the responses to the 
survey, we provide the following snapshot with 
some pointers to possible future improvements.

Strengths to build On

 There is broad support for the value and importance of having high,  
consistent expectations of the wearing of school uniform

 There is strong support for our uniform policy to continue to be ‘gender-neutral’

91.3%
of respondents either Strongly Agree or Agree that  
“students are expected to wear their school uniform every day”

83.7%
of respondents either Strongly Agree or Agree that  
“students and families understand what is expected of the current uniform policy”

83.7%
of respondents either Strongly Agree or Agree that the  
“uniform is distinctive and connects students clearly with their school”

Opportunities to build on

There is a spread of views regarding setting uniform garment changes according  
to the season; a spread of views regarding whether “the uniform garment options  
provide sufficient warmth in winter”

There is a spread of views regarding whether “the uniform policy is consistently enforced”

45.3%
of respondents Neither Agree nor Disagree with the prompt, ‘students wear their school 
uniform with pride’

42.7%
42.7% of respondents Neither Agree nor Disagree with the prompt, ‘there are consistent 
systems/consequences for students who do not wear correct uniform’

UNIFORM
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UNIFORM

Broadly, the opportunities to improve may be summarised as

Some garments are more popular than others and there is a case for some increased flexibility

Some fabrics could/should be reconsidered to ensure they are meeting needs 

We should provide more options to improve warmth in winter (rugby top, scarf, beanie)

We could look to add a key new item for warmth/sport/preference – a rugby top seems popular

The school should look at further processes to ensure consistency of follow-up and expectation

We recommit to the purpose and intent of our school uniform, the story of our signature teal  
and we reclarify the policy

Next steps

1 Lead student focus groups to unpack some the survey responses further,  
particularly the opportunities for improvement and possible new garment designs

2 Contact Dobson’s to make initial enquiries about some fabrics and the  
process of a possible rugby top design

3 Revise the PHS Uniform Policy to refine aspects of the policy as a result  
of the survey and follow-up focus groups

4 Bring the revised policy to the students, community, and Council for feedback
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On Friday, 19 November, The Rainbow Room will be hosting a casual clothes day.

The theme will be PRIDE and we ask that you wear bright rainbow colours.

The 19 November is the end of International Transgender Awareness Week and 
we would love to use this day to spread love to our transgender community. 

We encourage you to bring a donation for Minus18 and we plan to sell  
popcorn and other treats at lunch on the day.

Please get involved and help show that the PHS  
community supports LGBTQIA+ kids everywhere. 

The Rainbow Room Team

From One of our Wonderful Year 7 Students
“It is so amazing being back at school, seeing people and actually getting to be kind of back to normal. 
I really didn’t like online learning compared with face to face, but there were a few good things such as 
mentor times, championships just with our class but also with 7c sometimes, the discussions we had 
and all the different things we learnt online that we wouldn’t have in real life, so there were a few pros.

It was so nice to still have those clubs and classes still running online! The past week has already gone 
by so fast and been so fun, with Art Club, Enviro Club and more back on this week.

It was so good to see people and friends that are not in the same class/in the same class and not 
talking through a screen! 

Having started this year at a new school and been going on and off online it was amazing to be back 
at this amazing school!”

Yael 7C

The PHS Rainbow Room Announces 
a Casual Clothes Celebration Day

Friday 19th November 2021
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Reflections of a Fabulous Enviro Club-Online September Meeting
Late Term 3, our Enviro Club held a special meeting on 9 September.

We were lucky to hear from an inspirational guest speaker, Mrs. Charalambous’ daughter, Anna. Anna 
Charalambous is from team 2040 and she joined our PHS 2021 Enviro Club online. 

We learnt about the story behind Damon Gameau’s passion to make the 2040 movie. We were informed 
about the differences that have already been made since the launch of the movie.

We were encouraged to make our own 2040 Action Plan. This link could be used by students and families 
to make their own 2040 Action Plan:

Anna shared a video they made, about energy poverty and solar and she introduced an item, called solar buddy.

We discussed at the meeting how students can learn about energy poverty, solar technology, and global 
citizenship. The Enviro Club at PHS discussed the possibility of scheduling a fundraising event. We thought 
that with funds raised, we may get the opportunity to assemble some solar lights and write letters to the 
children, who will receive this gift of light!

We were excited to have this opportunity and look forward to Making an Impact@PHS!!

Mrs. Charalambous and the Enviro Club 

COMMUNITY

https://whatsyour2040.com/activate-your-plan/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=559349301903996


Tuesday 7 December 
Year 7 2022 Orientation Day

Thursday 9 - Saturday 11 December 
The Brothers Grimm Spectacular

Thursday 16 December 
Final day of school for students for 2021 
School finishes at 2:30pm

Friday 17 December 
Final day of school for staff

Tuesday 1 February 2022 
Day one of school for students for the new school year

@prahranhighschool @prahranhighschool prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au

Privacy Statement
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the 
Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s 
collection statement, found on our website.

https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/privacy-policy/
http://
https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://WWW.PRAHRANHIGHSCHOOL.VIC.EDU.AU
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