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As we gather these stories and highlights for this 
final edition of The PHS News for 2022, I’d like us 
to positively reflect on what has gone well this year. 
It’s all too easy to dwell on what we’ve missed, what 
has been difficult or has been lost. As we round out 
this year together, I encourage you to also reflect 
on what has been achieved. 

Throughout 2021 we have strived to continue 
planning, building and improving our young 
school. We have maintained the focus on our 
unique approach to learning and teaching – The 
PHS Model of Learning. We have deepened our 
approach to positive, respectful behaviours and 
relationships – the Connecting Us framework 
and our PHS Positive Behaviours matrix of 
expectations. We have strengthened links with 
the community, through IMPACT9 and we have 
engaged with community and business leaders to 
further our students’ experiences.

We have planned and launched our Senior School 
which begins in 2022 with our Foundation students 
entering Year 10 and beginning the VCE. We have 
continued developing our SRC and we have built out 
our Life@PHS Clubs offer. And, we have worked 
hard to nurture the positive culture we want, and 
expect, for our school. 

Together we’re ensuring that Prahran High School 
remains on-track to truly become a shining light for 
all that’s wonderful about young people in 2021 and 
about Victorian State education. And, we’ve done 
that during a global pandemic, knowing that start-
up cultures are fragile at the best of times, and the 
times have certainly not been the best.

We are here, we are strong and we are well-placed 
to recalibrate, refocus and recommit to what PHS 
is about as we look torward 2022.

Every school is unique. Contemporary, dynamic 
schools like PHS are made up of different people, 
with varied skills, personalities and cultural and 
social contexts. Each person who comes to our 
school has a job to contribute to our positive 
culture. Our culture belongs to all of us and it’s this 
culture that makes PHS such a special place.

The culture of a school can be difficult to define, 
but you know it when you feel it, when you 
experience it. I feel so proud of our school when 
I receive feedback like: “it feels so friendly here”’ 
or “PHS feels so welcoming” or “kids are happy at 
this school”. We know this matters and we know 
it impacts on learning, engagement and wellbeing 
outcomes - now more than ever.

So, how do we build a positive school culture like 
ours? It takes all of us, it takes commitment, and 
it takes authenticity. Has it been easy to maintain 
this cultural strength throughout 2021? No, it 
hasn’t, as we’ve been apart so much. We have been 
intentional with our cultural markers throughout 
the times away from site, and we have held tightly 
to the cultural norms and beliefs that we know 
matter deeply to us.

There is a spirit that permeates our school - still. 
This is a spirit that’s connected to our school values 
– Creativity, Challenge, Character and Curiosity. 
It’s a spirit which is truly kicking in again, restoring 
our sense of real pride in our school, pride in our 
achievements and pride in each other.

As we have together navigated the myriad challenges of 2021, it’s true to say that many of our students, 
staff and families have continued to flourish in all sorts of ways. However, it is equally as true that is not 
the case for all students and community members. We are deeply committed to doing all we can to return 
all students and community members to a positive path forward in 2022. 

Principal’s report

Cont’d...
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On Tuesday December 14 we will celebrate our End of Year Learning Showcase here at school from 
5:00pm – 7:00 pm. 

2021 Showcase evening

Families and community members are warmly invited 
to visit us and celebrate the learning achievements of 
our students in 2021.

The Showcase has been planned as an informal open 
evening which will feature performances, exhibitions 
of student work, displays, project presentations and 
more. 

We anticipate people calling in at different times 
throughout the evening. A program of events will be 
published shortly before the event and families will 
be asked to book via CompassTix to register their 
interest. We remind families too that all visitors to 
the school must be fully vaccinated and must sign 
in at the QR codes provided.

We look forward to seeing you here. 

Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal

As we’re back together on High Street, I am sensing 
this spirit of pride every day. It comes from our 
students, from our staff and from our families. It’s a 
spirit which we must nurture and strive to enhance 
further in all that we do in 2022 and beyond.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the exceptional 
staff of our school for their work this year. I say this 
all the time, and I mean it  –  there simply isn’t a team 
of people, anywhere on the globe, who could have 
done any more or any better than our staff have done 
again this year. I am immensely proud of them and 
immensely grateful that they choose to be at PHS. 

I also thank you, our families and friends, for your 
invaluable support. If the process of education is to 
be at its most efficacious, we must work together 
in partnership – students, staff and families. At 
PHS we do that well and we will do it even better 
next year. 

Like schools themselves, each student at Prahran High 
School is unique and wonderful and we value that. 
It’s who we are together, and it’s why we are together. 

I’m full of anticipation for the future and feel so very 
motivated about what we can achieve at our school 
in 2022 and beyond.

But, first, when the time comes for you, let’s take 
a break and catch our breath. It’s been a big year.
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Learning and teaching wrap-up 2021

LEARNING

As 2021 draws to a close, it is a good time to reflect 
on the wonderful achievements of our students 
and the support our teachers have provided across 
the year. We are incredibly proud of the way our 
learning and teaching program has continued and 
grown throughout the year. 

One highlight has been the success of our new 
IMPACT9 program. While our Year 9 students have 
continued to make progress in core Learning Areas 
such as English, Maths, French and Healthy Body 
Healthy Mind, and challenged themselves to go 
deeper into areas of interest via our Specialisations, 
a real highlight has been the IMPACT9 Projects. 

IMPACT9 is a project-based learning opportunity, 
which enables students to work on a series of 
projects, exploring innovation and entrepreneurship, 
the arts and culture, sustainability, and most 
recently, a significant engagement with First 
Nations history and culture. This final project 
culminated in students participating in a beautiful, 
powerful smoking ceremony at PHS. 

Our Year 9 students have also completed passion 
projects, learnt about careers and pathways, and 
engaged with the community via excursions and guest 
speakers. Our IMPACT9 teachers have supported 
them so well across the year. 

Another highlight of 2022 has been the development 
of our Senior School Model, which involves students 
undertaking a flexible 3-year program based on their 
interests and passions as they work towards their 
VCE certificate. 

In 2022 we will run nine VCE subjects, across all Learning 
Areas, which give students significant opportunities to 
challenge themselves in areas of strength and passion, 
while also providing a diverse range of subjects for 
students that we believe will set them up for even greater 
success. 

2022 was also defined by another significant period 
of remote learning – Learning@Home. This year it 
was remarkable how well our students and teachers 
embraced the challenge and continued their learning. 
Our 2022 Learning@Home period saw students continue 
their learning in all areas, albeit in new and flexible ways. 
We even managed to run a community showcase to 
highlight the achievements of our students during this 
period!

We’ve invested heavily in supporting students with literacy 
and numeracy needs via our participation in the MYLNS 
(Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy Strategy) and the 
Tutor Learning Initiative. Students in these programs 
have shown good progress, and next year we will develop 
our approaches further to ensure all PHS students learn 
the core literacy and numeracy skills needed for success 
in life.

We have also had a significant number of students 
participate in the Victorian High-Ability Students 
programs in English and Maths and offered a range 
of STEAM enrichment programs such as the Monash 
Motor-Sports program and Engineering Club. 

We are so proud of the progress and learning shown by 
our students and can’t wait for an even better year in 2022! 

James Fidler
Assistant Principal 

Learning, Teaching and Innovation
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In IMPACT9 this term, students have explored what it means to take part in reconciliation with our history 
and with our Indigenous Australians. Students have developed an understanding of the importance and 
necessity of reconciliation. To take this journey, students have been learning from and with Wurundjeri 
leaders, Uncle Bill Nicholson, and Uncle Dave Wandin at school, and on Country. Entering project streams 
students have completed a deep dive into Indigenous Gardening, History, Science or Art. 

Lachlan, 9C, writes of his studies, ‘before the 
earliest signs of human activity, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people have been exploring 
the correlation between celestial events and the 
land they reside on. They have also conducted 
extensive research on biology (bush medicine) and 
aerodynamics (boomerang). Through extensive 
botanical knowledge, First Nations people have 
discovered a large variety of bush medicines, 
proving useful in almost every situation.  

Harry H, 9C, speaks of his study into Indigenous 
Science, ‘David Unaipon created the first ever 
design for a helicopter 22 years before a working 
model was ever created. Through the boomerang, 
the First Nations peoples discovered gyroscopic 
precession, which Unaipon applied to his helicopter 
designs. He based these designs solely off the way 
that a boomerang was able to move through the air. 
This shows that some major inventions could have 
been discovered by indigenous people and either 
plagiarized by or not acknowledged by Western 
Civilisation. 

Our First Nations projects

IMPACT9

Cooper, 9D, elaborates, ‘whilst some would argue 
that the Aboriginals were behind in terms of 
technological advancement in relativity to the 
rest of the world, there is plenty of information 
proving otherwise. Many people would say that the 
Aboriginal people were relatively unsophisticated 
in terms of the creation of new useful tools or 
the discovery of new, refined materials. When 
compared to the British, who during the Dark 
Ages – when they were being invaded by the 
Norse – developed revolutionary weaponry and 
protection to help defend themselves against their 
enemies. In contrast, the Aboriginals developed 
an incomparable understanding of the land and 
how to maintain it – being credited as the most 
sustainable people in the world.

Zari, 9A, writes ‘in our stream Welcome to PHS, 
we learnt about what land we are on and how our 
school’s land is occupied by two different tribes – 
The Wurundjeri and the Boonwurung. We also learnt 
about some certain meaning for different places for 
example Dandenong Road means ‘going to eat’ or 
‘frost bitten feet’. In our project we made big posters 
to educate members of the school community 
about Wurundjeri ways of life. These ‘Did you know?’ 
posters answered questions we researched such 
as how did the Indigenous Australians get to the 
Dandenong Ranges from Prahran?
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IMPACT9

The Official Smoking Ceremony

To conclude the First Nations unit of work, Uncle Bill 
Nicholson attended PHS on Friday 26 November to 
conduct our school’s first Smoking Ceremony. 

Students were commended by Uncle Bill for their 
learning journey and encouraged to continue to 
spread what they have learnt to other members of 
their community. 

As teachers, we’re immensely proud of our learners 
and their exceptional work and learning in this most 
important space. 

Chris Bush 
IMPACT9 Leader 
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Life@PHS Art and Design Club
Since returning onsite, we have been focusing our attention on ceramics, trying to keep things as hands on 
as possible after the last few months online. The pottery wheel has been getting a workout as we attempt 
to master this challenging but rewarding art form. Art and Design Club will continue to run in 2022 and all 
students are welcome to attend!

Highlights from Art, Design and Innovation
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Wearable Art
Our Year 9 Wearable Art students experimented 
with shibori and reverse tie dye as part of their 
project exploring methods of fabric manipulation 
and upcycling.

Year 8 Art, Design and Innovation
This term has been all about the element of Light, 
explored through photography and sculpture. Our 
students learnt a new photographic technique 
every couple of lessons and after selecting and 
editing their best shots, produced a portfolio of 
photographs. 

Highlights from  
Art, Design and Innovation

Click on the links to see these three portfolios by Ruby, Scarlett and Angelica.

https://sway.office.com/oB9POJolXAPxeRPL?ref=Link&loc=play
https://sway.office.com/0JHp19RV8IEYdDJE?ref=Link&loc=play
https://sway.office.com/OqjjeB2SgX4AgKEO?ref=Link&loc=play
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Highlights from
Product, Design and Technology
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COMMUNITY

Local author Danielle Binks came to our school on Wednesday 17 November to talk to us about her book 
‘The Years the Maps Changed’, which we have been studying in Year 7 this term. 

Danielle spoke about how the book’s characters were relevant to her life and her childhood experiences 
with Kosovar refugees settling near to where she was living on the Mornington Peninsula. It was exciting 
getting to meet her and it was especially amazing for all the Year 7 students who want to grow up and 
become authors just like Danielle!

Prisha, Kamilla and Analia (7E)

Author visit at Prahran High School
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HUMANITIES

YEAR 7

In Term 3 we learned about the First Nations’ cultures. What I enjoyed was learning about the history of 
the ancestors of our land and what they did back then. It was fascinating and interesting to learn that there 
were many cultures and tribes. Including that they could live solely on the environment around them.

In Term 4, we were educated about the past of immigration to Australia. Immigration was an exciting and 
thought-provoking topic. The fact that Australia’s ever-changing history was built around immigration.

Jonathan (7E)

YEAR 8

In Humanities this term we learned the topic of Geography more specifically Human Wellbeing which is 
about the wellbeing of the people across the world and if they had a happy, healthy & content life. Also we 
learned to read choropleth maps, population pyramids and dot graph. Overall, the topic was quite enjoyable 
also you will learn some random facts about the countries if your teacher is Miss Purer.

Arron (8D)

We also learnt about the different types of graphs and how each of them can be used to identify different 
data. For example, population pyramids can tell us what the country is going through and what they will be 
needing in the future depending on whether the country is youthful, aging, or aged.

Everything that we learnt this term is now coming together with the assignment that we are working on 
right now, which is creating an infographic with data we collect through creating our own questionnaire 
and interviewing our neighbours and our local community. Overall, this term in Humanities has been a very 
fun learning experience.

Erika (8D) 

What’s been happening in Humanities?

Prisha (7E)

Celina  (7C)
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COMMUNITY

Prahran High School is conscious of the need to  
provide an efficient process for families to be 
able to buy and sell their second-hand textbooks, 
uniforms and other student resources.

We are delighted to inform you of the school’s 
new initiative to provide parents with the ability to 
trade these second-hand items via the Sustainable 
School Shop website.

www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au

Results from other schools have been excellent - 
families have enjoyed a very comprehensive and 
convenient method of buying and selling second-
hand items. 

The new service is very accessible, it preferences 
our school first and then provides access to buy and 
sell items with families attending other schools. 
Many schools use this service. Access to second-
hand textbooks, uniforms, calculators, stationery, 
musical equipment, etc is available all year.

Please see the flyer at the conclusion of this newsletter.

From Mon 6 December to Thursday 9 December 
Lost Property items will be available for students 
to review and collect in the Laneway.

Parents will also have access to the Laneway (next 
to front entrance) on Wed 8 December from 8:30 
-9:30am and 2:30 - 4:00 pm to check items.

Items include: clothing, pencil cases, lunchboxes, 
water bottles, stationery items, jewellery, umbrellas, 
books, headphones and more. 

Items not collected will be disposed of to landfill 
and unlabelled uniforms will be allocated to 
second-hand uniform supplies. 

We trust students will make every effort to ensure 
the environment is not affected. We also strongly 
encourage families to label all items to ensure they 
are identifiable.

Second-hand uniform and 
textbook trading Lost property

https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
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Rainbow Room
Casual Dress Day Fundraiser
On Friday 19 November the PHS Rainbow Room organized a celebration for Transgender Awareness 
Week by asking the students of PHS to dress up in our brightest casual clothes. 

Members of the Rainbow Room collected gold coin donations to give to Minus18 an Australian charity 
that offers support to LGBTQIA+ youth, and inclusion training for organisations and schools to be safe 
environments for LGBTQIA+ people. 

From this event PHS raised $520 for a good cause. Thank you to everyone who got involved and helped 
make our first ever casual clothes day at PHS a fantastic day!

Schools are provided four School Council approved 
student-free days each year to support teacher 
professional learning and school improvement 
priority areas. One of these days is used on the first 
day of school – Friday January 28, 2022. The other 
3 days are available for schools to use in the most 
effective way possible. 

At our school we have now planned to use the 
second of those days on Monday 31 January. The 
School Council recently approved that date and the 
purpose of our work across those days.

As we reconnect at the beginning of 2022, we will 
have a considerable number of new staff (more 
than this year) who we want to support closely as 
we make our way into the year. Further, we also plan 
to use these first two days together to deeply and 
rigorously recommit to what Prahran High School is 
about: our vision, values and the commitments staff 
make when they join our team. 

First Day 2022
The Beginning of the School Year

This means our students begin the school year on Tuesday 1 February 2022



Tuesday 7 December 
Year 7 2022 Orientation Day

Thursday 9 – Saturday 11 December 
The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon

Thursday 16 December 
Final day of school for students for 2021 
School finishes at 2:30

Friday 17 December 
Final day of school for staff

2022
Tuesday 1 February 2022 
Day one of school for students for the new school year 

@prahranhighschool @prahranhighschool prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au

Privacy Statement
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the 
Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s 
collection statement, found on our website.

https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/privacy-policy/
http://
https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://WWW.PRAHRANHIGHSCHOOL.VIC.EDU.AU
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