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I couldn’t be more pleased with how positive the 
first couple of weeks of school life have been 
here at PHS. After the challenges of last year, this 
time feels like a period of renewal, a time for us to 
reflect on the past and recommit to the future that 
we want for our school and community. That’s the 
spirit with which we have begun this year and it’s a 
joy to come to this place each day and spend it with 
these amazing people.

One of my favourite things about the return to 
school each year is the arrival of our Year 7 
students. Each year there is a thrilling sense of 
excitement (and nervousness) that fills the Atrium 
as our new students arrive and look up to the sky 
through the soaring glass ceiling. We watch them 
begin to make new friends, wonder how their 
combination locks work, navigate a new world of 
Compass, fortnightly timetables, no bells and their 
new computers for learning. We love the sparkle in 
their eyes as they take this huge next step forward. 

It’s been fabulous to see how well our Year 7 
students have settled into life at PHS. We have 
enjoyed getting to know them and we very much 
enjoyed spending time with families too at our 
recent Year 7 family BBQ, held this past Wednesday. 
Soon, the students will be at their transition Camp 
Adanac in the Yarra Valley together too. 

It’s not only our Year 7s who have settled in so 
well. Our Years 8 - 10 students have returned to 
school with energy and drive too. Already, so much 
is happening and the learning that has begun is 
meaningful, engaging and rigorous. This year we 
launch our Senior School and our Year 10 students 

have approached this significant new adventure 
with maturity and positivity. It was a fantastic 
feeling indeed to visit our very first VCE classes this 
past week, seeing and hearing how well students 
are settling in. It’s a big step up and they’ve made 
a great start.

Last year was again difficult for so many people 
– very difficult in some cases. In many ways, last 
year was even harder than the year before, as many 
people struggled to see that much needed flicker of 
light in gloomy days. For some students (and right 
across Melbourne) it’s not been easy, some learning 
habits have slipped and the return to normal classes 
this year also means there is some really hard work 
to be done. 

We understand this and we are doing all we can to 
support all students. We are aligning considerable 
human resources to ensure we are strategically 
working to catch-up for lost learning. Led by key 
staff, we are allocating significant time to the Tutor 
Learning Initiative this year and those staff will work 
closely with identified students for whom close 
intervention is required for learning and wellbeing.  
The DET has invested heavily in this ‘catch-up’ 
priority through the Tutor Learning Initiative, and 
we are committed to an enhanced model this year 
as we do this work.

Every day I am grateful to walk into this school 
with the people who fill this place with their energy 
and personality. It has truly been a positive start to 
2022 and I’m full of enthusiasm for the year ahead.  
Please enjoy this initial, introductory edition of The 
PHS News.

I am so delighted that our students and staff have truly begun the year with enthusiasm and optimism for 
the learning adventure ahead. Perhaps we can also feel a real sense of gratitude to be here together, to 
actually be at school on site and to be well. 

Principal’s message

Nathan Chisholm
Foundation Principal
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Welcome New Staff 2022

As we continue to strengthen our school, each year we have a significant recruitment responsibility. We 
strive to recruit the very best people, who show commitment to Prahran High School and alignment with 
our values and ways of working. 

In 2022, we welcome the largest group of new staff we have inducted across our four years. Each of 
these people brings unique strengths and talents. We are so pleased that they have agreed to join our 
learning adventure and we warmly welcome them all to PHS. We hope you have been enjoying our rolling 
introductions on Facebook too. 

Staff Member Role

Mr. Jason Wood Head of Senior School | Teacher of Healthy Body, Healthy Mind

Ms. Katie Backholer Head of Inclusion | Teacher of Humanities and English

Mr. Jonathon Panozzo Year 9 Coordinator | Teacher of Mathematics

Ms. Vicky Moragiannis Year 10 Coordinator | Teacher of Mathematics and Science

Ms. Theresa Haddon Head of Music

Mr. Curtis Spiers Teacher of Instrumental Music - Guitar

Ms. Anna Gander Learning Tutor | Literacy and English

Ms. Annabel Bond Teacher of Humanities and IMPACT9

Mr. Evan Watkins Teacher of Biology and Science

Ms. Marjorie Bon Teacher of French and English

Mr. Gary Willis Teacher of English

Ms. Kathleen Thomas Teacher of English and Humanities

Ms. Tess Pohlner Teacher of Science, Humanities and IMPACT9

Mr. Rowan Nas Teacher of Product Design and Technology

Ms. Maureen Saliba Daily Organiser
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Students are expected to be in full school uniform each day at school. We have an official school uniform, 
planned collaboratively with our community as we built our school. In 2021, we began a review of the 
uniform, and we continue that work in 2022 to refine and improve our approach. More to come on this.

The School Council set the school uniform policy and items. It is then the responsibility of the school community 
to adhere to this policy and wear correct uniform at school every day. It is also the responsibility of school staff 
to enforce the policy and we expect students to wear their uniform neatly, correctly and with pride.

As we begin this year, I have asked the Heads of Sub-Schools and Year level Coordinators to ensure a 
rigorous and consistent focus on adherence to the school uniform policy. Where students are out of 
uniform, contact will be made home to families, and we will request that the necessary items are purchased. 

Should there be an issue of financial hardship, please contact Shannan Roberts or Natalie Smolarek at school.

We are reasonable with our expectations and we do not want to be a school where students and staff are 
in conflict over uniform, and we need your support. Please ensure that your child has all correct uniform 
items and that you insist on them wearing correct uniform when they come to school. It is a standard 
expectation of student life at PHS. 

To ensure our school’s full support of your child/ren, we require the following action from all relevant families.

1.  Obtain an ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis and/or Asthma Care Plan from the student’s medical 
practitioner and provide a copy to the school as soon as practicable 

2.  Immediately inform the school in writing if there is a relevant change in the student’s medical condition 
and obtain an updated ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis and/or Asthma Care Plan.

3.  Provide an up-to-date photo of the student for the ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis and/or Asthma 
Care Plan when that Plan is provided to the school and each time it is reviewed 

4. Provide the school with a current adrenaline autoinjector device for the student that is not expired. 

5. Asthma kits are required to be kept with the student whilst at school.

6. Participate in annual reviews of the student’s Plan.

Uniform Expectations

Student Anaphylaxis and Asthma Management Planning
(Important Parent Action Required)

https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/community/school-council-and-policies/
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The Rooftop Café
We have launched our canteen, The Rooftop Café this 
year. Situated on the top floor of our school, amongst 
the gardens, there are seating areas for students to 
enjoy their lunch in a beautiful environment. 

The Rooftop Café is operated by H and H Canteens. 
The manager is Amanda. We warmly welcome 
Amanda and her business to our school. 

Already it is apparent that the canteen service is 
helpful and important for our students. The early 
feedback has been positive, and students have 
begun to order their lunch and buy snacks or meals 
during Recharge and Lunch.

In coming weeks, Amanda will introduce an online 
order service, which will enable students and 
families to order and pay for meals the day before 
and then it’s just a pick-up on the day. This service 
is called QuickCliq and there is a brochure attached 
at the end of the newsletter.

The initial menu is also attached later in The PHS 
News. We will review as we progress and we 
welcome feedback. 

Students can pay with cash or card. The Rooftop Café 
is open for breakfast, Recharge snacks and Lunch. 

We look forward to building the Rooftop Café 
offering as another valuable school service for our 
students, staff, and families.
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Our school is central to our community. We are surrounded by business and residential life. We are 
also situated on a very busy road, in a very urban environment. We strongly encourage all community 
members to scoot, ride or walk to school where possible.

As we begin the new school year, we remind families that it is an absolute requirement of the school, the 
community, and the law, that all cyclists wear a helmet. The fine is significant but more importantly the 
risk is significant. If students are on bikes without helmets, we will keep their bikes here until they bring a 
helmet to collect.

We will be reinforcing this message of bike safety at school, and we ask your support in working this 
through with your child at home too. 

This year, some of our Year 10 students started 
studying VCE Business Management. This study 
will allow them to explore the processes and 
different considerations behind the creation and 
running of small businesses. The students have 
made a fantastic start and I am very excited to 
accompany them on this journey.

I now seek expressions of interest from members 
of our community to be guest speakers throughout 
the year and share their expertise with our learners. 
We believe it would be a fantastic opportunity for 
students to hear from small business owners and 
other stakeholders and make the application of 
their learning more authentic. 

If this is you, or know someone who might  
be interested, please send me an email,  
ornella.seneque@education.vic.gov.au, and I  
will get in touch with you as soon as possible?

Thanking you in advance for your consideration 
and looking forward to hearing from you.

Ms Ornella Sénèque

Bike Safety and Helmets 

Business Management 
Request for Guest Speakers

mailto:ornella.seneque%40education.vic.gov.au?subject=Business%20Management%20-%20Guest%20speaker
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Dance Club facilitated by Ms Carson will begin for 2022 next Tuesday 15th Feb. 

Do you love choreography, dance technique, performing, stretch and strengthening or learning new or 
popular dance routines? Come along and check out dance club if you enjoy any aspect of dance. We’ll come 
together as a group and decide democratically which dance style or area we will focus on for the coming 
weeks and mix it up as we go. As the year progresses the dance club will be instrumental in assisting with 
the choreography of the school musical, as well as other opportunities to assist with anything performance 
related that is taking place within the school. 

Not too sure if dance club will suit you? Well, rest assured you will be in capable hands. Ms Carson has 
been dancing for most of her life. She completed VCE Dance in her time at school and then went on to 
study a Bachelor of Arts- Music Theatre. Performing in musicals, most recently Wicked, Strictly Ballroom 
and Mamma Mia! at the National Theatre in St. Kilda, is her favorite extracurricular activity. Although Ballet 
and Tap are her specialties, she is keen to learn new styles from the students, such as K-pop. 

Get excited for Tuesday 15th February and don’t forget to wear your sport uniform or something comfortable 
to move in. 

Ms Jess Carson

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.  
This information is also available in nine community languages.

Dance Club 2022

Annual Privacy Reminder 2022

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/privacy-policy/


Monday 14 March 
Labor Day Public Holiday

Monday 21 March – Wednesday 23 March 
Year 7 Camp Adanac

Wednesday 30 March 
House Athletics Carnival

Thursday 17 March 3:30pm – 7:30pm 
Parent-Teacher Conversations

Friday 18 March 9:00am – 12:30pm 
Parent-Teacher Conversations 

Friday 8 April (Students dismissed at 2:30pm) 
End Term 1

@prahranhighschool @prahranhighschool prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au

Privacy Statement
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student 
and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the 
Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s 
collection statement, found on our website.

https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://prahranhighschool.vic.edu.au/privacy-policy/
http://
https://www.instagram.com/prahranhighschool/
https://www.facebook.com/prahranhighschool/
http://WWW.PRAHRANHIGHSCHOOL.VIC.EDU.AU


BOOK

CLUB

Come and have a chat
about what you've 

been reading, 
get recommendations
from other students, 

and learn about what's
happening in the 
world of books.

P R A H R A N  H I G H  S C H O O L

WEDNESDAY AFTER SCHOOL

IN THE LIBRARY

No required reading! Everyone welcome.



writers' club
every tuesday after school

in the library

*no experience necessary





quickcliq.com.au

Sign up & register
quickcliq.com.au

Add credit to your online wallet,
or pay as you go

Pay & place your order.
It’s that easy!

Smile. Ordering school meals online
has never been easier
Convenient. Cashless. Contactless.

QuickCliq is a convenient online ordering system trusted by over 900 schools and thousands of parents 

across Australia.  Let QuickCliq’s practical solution help you manage your children’s canteen orders from 

the comfort of your home, o�ice, or on the go.

Register today It’s quick & easy

Contact the team:  Monday to Friday, 7.30am – 4.00pm on 1300 11 66 37  |  support@quickcliq.com.au
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