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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As we continue to rebuild after the significant challenges of the past two years, I am
reflecting on how we’ve changed – people, schools, communities and the world
around us. In many ways, the impact of lockdowns, the 6+ periods of
Learning@Home and the ongoing uncertainty of the recent past (and to some
degree, still now) is now becoming clearer. This enhanced clarity means that our
response to these changes will now also become clearer, too. 

As we together reflect on the first semester of life at school – the longest
continuous period of learning in school since 2019 – we are thinking about the
explicit adjustment in expectations we shared throughout the period of the
pandemic. We needed to do this and at PHS I believe we did that effectively. It was
necessary and it was right.

As we did this, we created a vibrant, engaging (and internationally recognised)
Learning@Home model. We determinedly committed to ensuring our students
continued to do well and we asked students to do their best – their best at that time,
in those times.

We were always equally determined to ensure our students (staff and families too)
were well, that they were being kind to themselves and that their wellbeing was truly
prioritised as much as possible. Indeed, we know that for some students, sometimes
just getting through the day without tears was an achievement. It really was that
hard for many young people. 

Student wellbeing and learning remains our absolute driving purpose. Thankfully, the
times are now different and so too are the expectations of our work together at
school.  

We have been back on-site for 6 months and the way our students and staff have
readjusted to life at school has been nothing short of extraordinary. As I wrote in a
previous edition, “the joy is back”, and I mean that. I am so pleased with how the first
6 months has played out and with the achievements of most of our students. 

There is also more we now need to do together as a community to ensure we return
to the very high standards, expectations and commitments we set together before
the pandemic hit. This will be an enhanced focus for us moving into Semester 2.

A few thoughts I invite you to consider:

For much of the past 2 years, teachers had different jobs. Teachers who joined our
wonderful profession at the beginning of 2020 have known more time on-line than
on-site.
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'I am so proud of
the way students
and staff have
navigated the
return to school
this year, and now
we have more
work to do
together. It’s
about reflection
and learning;
expectations and
standards; clarity
and consistency. '

Our pedagogical practice was necessarily different online to how we work best on-
site. Our own PHS Model of Learning was different during Learning@Home to how
we work on-site. The actual amount of completed written work students submitted
was different online to on-site. 

This is all exactly as it needed to be, for the times. Now as a staff, we are more able
to clearly see how our practice must change again to push ahead strongly from here.
We are doing that together.

Expectations are also about more than learning. Having high expectations means we
follow the rules and protocols we have set together as a school community. We hold
ourselves and each other to account. One such example is how students wear our
school uniform and how families support the school by ensuring your child wears
correct uniform each day. It’s important.

As I’ve often written over the years, our work together is a compact: students-school
staff-families. Each of has a responsibility in that compact to support our standards,
expectations, and the agreed rules of school. I am grateful to work in this community
with you and thank you for your support.

We know that most students do the right thing, but we also know that new habits, for
good or bad, are quick to form. We also know that unlearning bad habits can be hard
work and takes time and effort. For example, students may hardly have worn the teal
uniform jumper or the tie for the past two years and we are now mid-winter, it’s cold
and we are asking students to wear those garments again. The expectations reset
continues and it’s taking time adjust. We continue to persist as it’s the way of life at
PHS.

In recent days the leadership team had a rich conversation about expectations,
rigour and the change in practice required of us all to consolidate learning back on-
site after two years of remote learning. This is a conversation we’ll also lead with the
whole staff, the students and with families. It matters a great deal and we all need to
be on board. 

There is so much fantastic work happening across our school. I am so proud of the
way students and staff have navigated the return to school this year, and now we
have more work to do together. It’s about reflection and learning; expectations and
standards; clarity and consistency. We are in such a good place and the time is right
to now push that bit harder.

As a community of educators, we are at a fascinating and important point in our
journey to return to ‘normal’ on-site teaching and learning. At PHS, we are doing
really well, and we now need to hone even more tightly to ensure we continue to
Challenge our kids to nurture their Curiosity, Creativity and their Character – to Make
an Impact. We are going to do just that as we begin the second semester of 2022
together in July. 

Chat to your kids about this and let’s keep the conversation happening.
 
On a different but related note, it was a great pleasure to give students their 2022
PHS school pins this past week. Each year we provide a beautiful, unique pin to
students to acknowledge the year and their connection to our school. I hope they
wear the pins with pride – I certainly do!

Nathan Chisholm
Principal
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EXAM CONGRATULATIONS AND SENIOR SCHOOL UPDATE
Speaking of increasing expectations, at the time of writing, our Year 10 students are completing their first ever
Senior School exams.  Held in the Polytechnic building at the back of the school, we have created a comfortable,
serious and ‘real’ VCE exam scenario setting. Students have responded positively. 

Our Year 10 students have adjusted so well to the increased demands of Senior School life this year. We are proud
of how hard most students are working. They are contributing to the life of the school, and they are taking their
studies seriously. They are truly becoming leaders in our school. They have risen to these high expectations with
poise and maturity. 

Congratulations Year 10, you’ve had an amazing first semester! 

We have intentionally planned a genuine three-year Senior School model as we believe that it is this approach that
will provide our students with the very best opportunities for individual success, individual pathways and a balance
of academic learning rigor and personal wellbeing. 

These three years have begun so well in 2022, and this week’s exam period has been deeply important. 

As we continue to plan for the future, we are still working through an ongoing drafting and registration process with
the VRQA and the VCAA. We have recently completed the VRQA process to become accredited to teach the
Vocational Major (VCAL replacement) from 2023. That process now moves to the next stage and we will explain
this option to the community in depth next semester.

We then need to achieve accreditations for all further planned Units 1 – 4 subjects as we plan to teach Year 11 and
Year 12 VCE subjects next year. The staff have worked so effectively to get this work done and all subjects have
been submitted on time. We now work through the feedback and review process before final accreditation is
 granted. 

Our next Senior School milestone event will be a student and family information evening on 26 July held here at
school.
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IMMIGRATION MUSEUM EXCURSION

We started off last week with an excursion to the Immigration Museum. Everyone was
excited since we were taking the train. It was a quick trip but everyone was over the
moon!

Once we arrived at the museum, we waited outside because we were too early. Our first
destination was with a museum educator. We were given a task to investigate more
about a person and why they left their home country. We used objects to better
understand their immigration story.

The second task was to explore the main floor of the museum and answer questions in
our ‘passports’. The first room we went to was filled with antique objects. The next room
we went to was beautiful; it was big, with high ceilings where you could hear my whisper
as an echo. 

Finally, we enjoyed our recharge snack in the courtyard and walked back. We ended our
excursion with a lovely picture of all of us by the bridge. It was an unforgettable
experience, and we will definitely go back there again.

MacKenzie
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YEAR 9 CAMP
On 16 May, the Year 9 cohort boarded two buses and
headed to Halls Gap for our very first PHS values camp.
This was this group's first ever secondary school camp!
Students selected streams that aligned with our school
values of challenge, curiosity, character, and creativity.
Some of the activities that students participated in over
the three-day long camp were rock climbing, bike riding,
boomerang making, community service, exploring the
local flora and fauna, printmaking at the local art gallery.
In their down time, students played many games on the
pool table. The location of Camp Tandara enabled our
students to experience wildlife on their doorstep
including seeing deer and emu on arrival and it wasn’t
unusual for the first face you saw when you woke up in
the morning to be a kangaroo. The fourth day of camp
was back at school where students participated in an
Amazing Race around Prahran and Windsor, solving
clues to find staff and completing challenges to receive
the next piece of the puzzle. A wonderful time was had by
all with many stories to be shared! 

Jonathan Panozzo       Bec Domange
Year 9 Coordinator       Head of  Middle School
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YEAR 8 NETBALL
Our Year 8 Gir ls  Netbal l  team competed in the interschool  sports day on the 9 June
at Glor ia Pyke Reserve.  Our gir ls  came second overal l ,  winning 4 out of  6 games.  

Without subs,  every game was hard fought ,  and everyone played wel l .  With the
team consist ing of  players that  have not played or  trained together much before
the day,  we can feel  proud with such a strong result .  

I t  was great  to see al l  the gir ls  with different  ski l ls  and experience to come
together and play so strongly as a team. A special  thanks to Ms Purer  for  her
encouragement and support .  Wel l  done to al l  the gir ls  that  part ic ipated!

Celina
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TEACHING AND LEARNING UPDATE
We are now reaching the end of  Semester  One,  and I  would l ike to start  by commending al l  of  our
students and staff  on a fantast ic semester  of  learning.  After  the disrupt ions of  the past two years,  i t  has
been good to have stabi l i ty  and consistency and we are certainly  appreciat ing the work ethic and efforts
of our  students.  As we think about how to bui ld on this stabi l i ty ,  a  major  discussion we are having at  the
moment is  around ‘ r igour ’ :  how do we ensure that  learning is  deep,  chal lenging,  and consistent  across
classrooms and for  al l  students.  The teachers at  PHS have spent this term focusing their  professional
learning on our unique model  of  learning,  which emphasises evidence-based pract ice in teaching,  but  also
esteems depth,  enr ichment ,  and the use of  our  school  values to dr ive learning.  Teachers have been
part ic ipat ing in instruct ional  pract ice coaching with school  leaders,  and also engaged with student
feedback surveys to help bui ld their  capacity  and this wi l l  continue to dr ive our learning in semester  two.
 
The concept of  ‘ r igour ’  a lso makes a real ly  good conversat ion piece for  famil ies and students:  how do
students make sure that  they are chal lenging themselves,  engaging with their  learning to the best  of  their
abi l i ty ,  and emphasising growth? As an example,  how do students ensure they aren’t  just  ‘gett ing their
homework done’ ,  but  real ly  making sure they are learning and understanding key concepts? How can our
values inspire deeper learning – how can we be cur ious,  chal lenge ourselves,  show creat iv i ty  and display
good character  to improve our learning? These questions have been part icular ly  on our minds as our Year
10 students begin their  f i rst  exams this week.  Exams are a part  of  education,  and for  our  students,  they
provide a natural  endpoint  and an opportunity  to revise and consol idate learning across the semester ,
ensuring that  a deep understanding has been bui l t  before moving on to the next  subject  or  unit ,  and i t  has
been part icular ly  pleasing to see the posit ive way our Year 10s have engaged with exam preparat ion.
We’ve seen students meeting independently  to form study groups,  teachers running extra sessions after
school  to prepare,  and lots of  genuine independence as our students used the mini -break over  the long
weekend to prepare,  and we couldn’t  be happier  with how the f i rst  exam sessions have progressed so far .
 
Another major  highl ight  has been our IMPACT9 program. Now in i ts  second year ,  our  year 9 students have
been engaging with a range of  projects and specal isat ions across the year In their  projects ,  students
have been working towards our ‘Prahran Rising Fest ival ’  and have created a wide var iety of  exhibits
l inking art ,  science,  and technology in creat ive ways.  In elect ive subjects ,  students have worked on major
pieces of  art ,  fashion,  design and across the curr iculum to extend and chal lenge themselves.  To show
these off ,  we have postponed our end of  semester  showcase and wi l l  instead run this ear ly  in term 3,  with
a ful l  ‘Prahran Rising’  f lavour – detai ls  wi l l  be sent to famil ies soon.
 
Final ly ,  just  a quick note on reports.  End of  Semester  Reports wi l l  be avai lable ear ly  in the second week
back after  hol idays.  This t imel ine is  sl ight ly  extended from previous years,  but  al lows us to ensure that
al l  end of  semester  projects and Year 10 exams are included when the reports are released to famil ies ,
and is  in l ine with the DET recommendations for  2022.  End of  Semester  reports are distr ibuted digital ly
via Compass,  and communicat ion wi l l  be sent when these are avai lable next  term.
 
James Fidler
Assistant Principal
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MUSIC AT PHS 
As term two comes to a close, it has been such a delight
to look back at all the happenings in the music space,
from excursions and performance evenings, to our Winter
Soirée! It has been busy but so enjoyable. 

Winter Soirée

We recently had our Winter Soirée - A celebration of Music
at PHS event in our Atrium and what an evening it was!
With over 70 of our students involved it was magnificent
night filled with so much talent. It was a showcase of all
we do and are continuing to build in our music
department, it was so lovely to have a full audience of
support for these amazing musicians. We are very much
looking forward to our Summer one later in the year and
being able to show our community the successes of our
story once again. You can see some of the photos that
were taken on the evening on the next page. Thank you to
Amarinda Long for taking these. 

Year 9 Performance Evening

Our Year 9 Music class took to the stage on Thursday
2nd of June for their families and friends in the
Performing Arts space. They performed their solo
assessment pieces along with some original
compositions. It was a great way to end their semester
and we look forward to seeing these students step into
our Senior music program in future years and continue to
foster their talents. Below are a few pictures from the
evening, we hope you enjoy! 

Year 8 Music Software Excursion

Our Year 8 Music students were treated to a day out on
Wednesday 1st of June, the day consisted of them taking
part in a music software workshop using ‘Ableton’ where
they were able to produce their own track. Then followed
up with a tour of the Australian Music Vault where they
learnt about different musicians in our industry and
artefacts that have been important in the journey.
Students thoroughly enjoyed the day, and we look
forward to more excursions next term. 

Thank you to our community for all your support as we
continue to walk alongside these students, and I can’t
wait to see what the second half of the year holds in the
Music space! 

Theresa Haddon
Head of  Music
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SENIOR ART
DESIGN
INNOVATION
HIGHLIGHTS
Unit  1 Studio Art

Throughout the semester ,
our  Studio Art  students
have been developing ideas
around the theme of
‘ ref lect ion’ .  Each student
responded to the theme in
their  own way,  looking at
l i teral  ref lect ions,
ref lect ions in social  media
and the idea of  narcissism.
Here are a select ion of  f inal
artworks from this class.

Unit  1 Visual
Communication Design

In  this Outcome students
explored the design
elements and pr inciples by
applying them to a subject
matter  or  concept.  They
presented their  work as a
concert ina book,  showing
the evolut ion of  their
responses.
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FROM THE LIBRARY
 

Winter is the perfect time to curl up with a good book! Why not check out some of these
recommendations from the PHS Book Club for your cosy winter reads?

 
The Greatest Thing by Sarah Winifred Searle

The Gaps by Leanne Hall
Tiger Daughter by Rebecca Lim
On a Sunbeam by Tillie Walden
Family of Liars by E. Lockhart

The Unstoppable Flying Flanagan by Felice Arena
Welcome to Your Boobs by Yumi Stynes

How Decent Folk Behave by Maxine Beneba Clarke
The Museum of Broken Things by Lauren Draper

A Far Wilder Magic by Allison Saft
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FAREWELL LAMB SOUVLAKI

Year 10 Hospitality Industry students recently had their final learning session. During our farewell and
celebration, they prepared for their exam practical by creating all of the elements for the classic Lamb
Souvlaki, an iconic delicacy treasured by many Melbournians. 

The students had to work as a team to prepare the pita bread, tzatziki dressing and the marinated lamb
fillet for pan frying. During the session, they applied their knowledge of steak temperature cooking guide
and skills in resting the meat to achieve their desired texture. Many students demonstrated confidence
and competency in this area, their final products are shown in the images. 

At the end of this specialisation, not only do the students gain basic culinary skills and knowledge,
opportunities to exercise their critical thinking skills in issues associated with food production ethics
and sustainability, but they also receive their nationally accredited Basic Food Handling Certificate
through our partnership with Melbourne Polytechnic, Prahran. 

As their educator, I am very proud of the learning journey that each of the student has been through and
the outcomes they have achieved.

Ash Lau
Hospitality Industry Teacher
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YEAR 8 DESIGN LAB
In Year 8 Design Lab this term we have been designing and making chairs for children in kindergarten.
Part of the design brief is that the chairs must have numeracy or literacy activity incorporated in the
design. For example, adding a clock with movable handles onto the back of the chair. Some of the skills
that we have learnt to start building the chairs include laps joints, box joints and dowel joints which we
have been practising throughout the term. We have also spent a large part of this term going through the
design process to help us develop and refine our chair designs. I love how the project is helping people
and will hopefully make an impact on the community in a positive way. Jade

In Design Lab this term we have been building and designing wooden chairs for kindergarten children.
We have learnt different skills in class to help us build these chairs, such as different joints (box joint,
lap joint, dowel joint), how to use tools and machinery properly and safely and how to make technical
drawings. One of our favourite parts was coming up with creative designs and being pushed to think
about how these chairs will be used. We are looking forward to presenting our completed chairs next
term to the students and seeing the smile on their faces. Jessie & Ilinca
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YEAR 8 SOCCER

This term the team competed in a round robin tournament at Caufield Park.
They performed well on the day, narrowly missing out on a 3 way tie for top
spot. Congratulations to Luke Leondas who led bravely all day as captain!

Jason Davies
Healthy Body, Healthy Mind Learning Area Leader
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FRENCH CLUB
 

This term, active members of the French Club participated in the first
excursion of the year: a trip to a French café to enjoy a croque-monsieur. 

 
Students ordered and paid in French which provided a fantastic real-life

experience just in Flinders Lane! Who thought we could practice French so
close to our home?

 
If you’d like to try it yourself, the café is called Croque-Monsieur and is

located in the city.
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Compass is our main communication platform to Parents/Carers
and we encourage you to login, as a minimum, on a weekly basis. As
we return to the busy happenings of school life back on-site, this is
to ensure important events and key dates are not missed and will
assist planning from the school’s end.

Important Reminder - student accidents and medical costs, including
ambulance costs, are not covered by DET and we highly recommend
ambulance cover as a minimum for parents/carers.

FROM THE OFFICE
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
 

Senior  Schools Exams
Tuesday 14 June – Friday 17 June

 
The Al ibis – PHS School  Production

Thursday 16 – Saturday 18 June
 

Year 8 Tasmania Tour
Monday 20 June– Friday 24 June

 
End Term 2 

Friday 24 June (Students dismissed at  2:30pm)
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