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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As I prepared to write this final Term 3 piece for The PHS News, I thought about the
whole school assembly we shared together earlier in the week, the students who
contributed, spoke, and performed, along with the message of inclusion which was
our focus. Each time we bring the school together like this and highlight the poise,
creativity and agency of our students, I feel so proud of this extraordinary group of
young people.

I shared the following thoughts with the school during our assembly and I thought I
would share this with you here too. I urged students to commit to the work it takes to
effect real change in the world, to reflect on what it takes to truly make an impact. 

“Today I would like you to think about the power that each and every one of us has in
our hands to make a positive difference to each other, our friends, our families, our
school and community and our world. 

Being a student at Prahran High School and a member of this community means that
you have all sorts of opportunities that many young people around the world do not.
For that we should always be grateful. You are in a beautiful school, a place of
fantastic, challenging, and interesting learning, a place where you have every
opportunity to achieve your academic goals and where you’ll be able to create
pathways into the future. 

In the case of our Year 10 students, you are well into future pathway planning and you
are doing a fantastic job. It is such a pleasure to work side by side with you as we
work out your best, personalised paths. And, as we make these plans, we never lose
sight of our commitment to character, as well as achievement. 

And being a student at our school also provides you with the opportunity to do good in
the world and to make a positive difference in the lives of others. In fact, just being a
citizen, a member of a community, simply being a human who shares this planet with
so many other species, comes with responsibility and a lasting opportunity to do good
for others too. It’s up to us to make this happen.

And, as we work together to do good, to be good and to aim to make a positive impact
in our world, we must also focus on real outcomes. Together we must commit to doing
real work that positively impacts others, striving for results that have tangible benefits. 
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"Each of you has
the capacity to
make a positive
impact, if you
remember this –
it takes work, it
takes
responsibility, it
takes integrity, it
takes teams, and
it takes
understanding
real change."

Wearing wristbands (like I was that day for WIP), flying flags, joining a Club, signing a
petition, attending a march – these steps are a good start, but those things are not of
themselves enough, if that’s all we do. We must also live out the true meaning and
purpose of any valuable cause or mission that we claim to support. We must
remember and strive to commit to be, do and show what this asks of us each and
every day. That’s how we show we are serious. 

Today we celebrate Wear It Purple Day. Today is a special day here at school, as it is
for the broader community. Today, we draw our attention to a cause that really
matters a great deal for many, many young people here at PHS and in the world
around us. Put simply and clearly, Wear It Purple Day strives to foster supportive, safe,
empowering, and inclusive environments for rainbow young people in our schools. 

I am proud of the culture of our school, I’m proud of you and I’m proud to be part of
Wear It Purple Day with you. And, I commit to being true to why this matters, today and
every day. I ask you to think about that too.

Days like today are just the beginning. Today there is a social media campaign, today
we put up posters and flags, today we think about Wear It Purple Day and what it
means – that’s great. Today I also ask that you think about how you will deeply
commit to what this means, tomorrow, and the day after that and the day after that. 

That’s how we make real change and that’s how we show that we are serious about
being kind, compassionate, inclusive and being a force for good in our school and our
world.

Change, improvement, community building, understanding, and embracing the true
meaning of Wear It Purple– none of this just happens. It takes commitment and it
takes all of us. Each of you has the capacity to make a positive impact, if you
remember this – it takes work, it takes responsibility, it takes integrity, it takes teams,
and it takes understanding real change.

At our school and in this community, you have every opportunity to make an impact, to
do good for others, and that is in your hands. On special days like today, let us
remember this and commit to stepping up to make the impact that each of you can
make."

Principal’s Writing Competition 

Another way students can impact and create change is through writing. This year I
am running my Principal’s Writing Competition once again. 

Each year since 2019, we have run this important competition and each year we have
a lot of outstanding entries. The judging panel and I love reading the students’
writing work, choosing the prize winners, and then celebrating the results with the
community.

Each year the competition has a theme and you can choose to interpret that theme
any way you like. The theme this year is “Here I am.” I encourage students to write a
piece for this year’s competition and submit it to me by 9 September.

The spring term break is fast approaching. I hope that when the break arrives, you
and the kids can enjoy some high-quality family time together. We return to school to
begin Term 4 on Tuesday 4 October.

Nathan Chisholm
Principal



Overal l ,  we were able to accommodate 95% of students’  f i rst  preference choices,
and only three subjects that  were offered won’t  run at  PHS next  year ,  which is
pleasing.  I t  means that  next  year we have 17x Year 10 and 25x VCE subjects
running across the school .  Whi le there were some students who have had
clashes due to t imetable constraints ,  we’ve been working through alternat ive
choices and we’re confident that  we have suitable programs for  every student.

For year 11 students,  the most popular  subjects chosen (aside from Engl ish and
Maths) were Media Studies,  Biology,  Chemistry and Systems Engineering.  We
also have strong interest  in French and across the wide range of  humanit ies and
arts subjects offered by the school  ref lect ing the diverse interests of  our
students.  

One of  the features of  our  Senior  School  is  our  three year model ,  which provides
early  access to VCE subjects for  students in year 10 who wish to chal lenge
themselves.  For  next  year ,  97% of students in Year 10 have chosen to study at
least  one VCE subject ,  with some of the most popular  opt ions for  advancement
being Mathematical  Methods,  Psychology,  Physical  Education and Music.  

Al l  of  the VCE subjects that  ran in 2022 wi l l  progress to Units 3-4 (Year 12) level
next  year.  This wi l l  mean that  many of  our  Year 11 students wi l l  get  their  f i rst
experience of  external  exams and we know they are excited and ready for  this
new level  of  chal lenge.

SENIOR SCHOOL UPDATE
Over the past few weeks our Senior  Students have undergone pathways and careers
counsel l ing and chosen their  subjects for  2023.  We have once again been
impressed by the thoughtful  way in which our students have engaged with this
process,  and can’t  wait  to get  started on our f i rst  ful l  year  of  VCE next  year!  Some
stats from the subject  select ion process:

James Fidler
Assistant Principal
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TEACHING AND LEARNING UPDATE

NAPLAN 2022
This week,  we expect students in Year 7 and Year 9 wi l l  receive their  NAPLAN
results ( i f  they haven’t  a lready).  First ly ,  we want to stress how incredibly  proud we
are of  al l  of  our  students,  who have come through a 2-year per iod in which they
faced unexpected chal lenges and changes.  Important ly ,  though,  we can see some
real ly  pleasing trends in student achievement levels and growth.  I t  looks clear  that
the vast  major i ty  of  our  students have continued making strong progress over  the
past two years and have bounced back real ly  wel l  in  2022.  

We are also proud to celebrate the achievements of  13 students (12% of the
cohort)  who have been awarded cert i f icates of  achievement for  reaching the top
band of  achievement.  These students wi l l  be recognised for  their  achievement at
an upcoming assembly.  

IMPACT9 Information Session
Just a reminder that  there wi l l  be a short  onl ine information session on Tuesday
13th September at  6pm which wi l l  provide Year 8 students with information about
their  course and programs for  2023.  During the session we wi l l  provide more
information about our  IMPACT9 curr iculum and learning programs and the process
for  choosing elect ive Special isat ions for  next  year.  Al l  famil ies and students are
welcome to attend – a l ink wi l l  be provided via Compass.  

James Fidler
Assistant Principal
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SCIENCE WEEK 2022
This year the world observed the UN-declared International Year of Glass, celebrating what the UN describes as one of the most
important, versatile and transformative materials of history. 

Glass will continue to have an enormous impact into our future, not only for its many applications, but also for the integral role it
will play in sustainable development. Science and technology will see our glass-related industries, including the resources and
manufacturing sectors, play a critical part in providing the elements needed for development and innovation. From aerospace to
energy and research laboratories to medicine, there is definitely ‘more than meets the eye’ to glass. When Australia launches its
first mission to the moon, we will be watching through the lenses of telescopes and on the screens of our televisions and
devices, using power collected from our solar panels and communicating with each other via fibreoptic cables, while toasting the
Australian Space Agency’s success with our recycled drinkware. 

At PHS we encouraged students to participate in a daily trivia quiz, all about glass. Prizes were awarded at the last whole school
assembly. The winners were drawn out and they were: Aryana D, Alaska L and Jana G. Well done!

On Thursday of Science Week, students were invited to our laboratory where they undertook different activities celebrating
GLASS! Prizes to be awarded to various students for their efforts and participation in our 2022 celebrations. They created glass
fibres using a hot glue gun. Like hot glue, spinifex resin is a thermoplastic material. Indigenous Australians traditionally used
spinifex resin as a glue for ornaments and spear throwers, and to craft beads. It is still used today. 

Students were given a strip of firm jelly and when they shone a light through the jelly strip, they could see how light bounces off
the sides and travels through the strip, and even around corners. The jelly strip models how glass optical fibres transmit light.
They were given materials to make an electric circuit and discovered the role of glass in incandescent light bulbs and finally, they
were challenged to see, ‘can glass can be invisible?’ Turns out the answer is YES!

We are looking forward to celebrating Science Week again in 2023!

Dimi Charalambous
Science Learning Area Leader
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IMPACT9 UPDATE
In IMPACT9 this term, our big project has been learning about First Nations culture. On Friday last week,
we went to the Royal Botanic Gardens to learn on Country. It was a great experience to learn about
different aspects of Indigenous culture.

There will be an IMPACT9 presentation of learning on the last day of Term 3 in the Atrium for the First
Nations and Passion Projects during lunchtime and Learning Session 4. 

Amarinda Long
IMPACT9 Leader
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YEAR 10 PRODUCT DESIGN ENGINEERING
This term our Year 10 Product Design Engineering students explored 3D design methodologies to produce
their individualised products. Students have recently begun laser cutting and creating prototypes of their
designs. We cannot wait to see all their final designs!

Isaac Mercado
Media, Art, Design and Innovation Teacher
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2022 DISTRICT ATHLETICS
On Thursday 1 September ,  45 students went to Dolamore athlet ics track in Mentone and part ic ipated in a
ful l  t rack and f ie ld carnival .  I t  was a fantast ic effort  f rom everyone who part ic ipated.  A special  mention
to the fol lowing students for  advancing to regionals on the 6th of  October at  Casey f ie lds next  term.

Dexler  Handoko -  800m
Zachary Br ight  -  1500m
Isaac Mil ler  -  1500m
Coco Fregoni  -  Discus,  Javel in ,  Shot Put
Jack Iacuone -  High Jump
Mil iana Vagana – Javel in
Ziggy Teh White -  Shot Put  
Isaiah Francis -  Tr iple Jump
U14 Boys relay team

For many students i t  was their  f i rst  opportunity  to represent Prahran High School  for  athlet ics due to
COVID-19 cancel lat ions over  the previous two years.  I t  was a fun day to be part  of  test ing our abi l i t ies.
Congratulat ions to everyone who got this far ,  and good luck to those through to the next  round!  

The Regional  event wi l l  be held at  Casey Fields on 6 October.

Thanks to Mr Davies,  Ms Brown and Mr Bennett  for  organising a great  day!

Abby Langhammer and Mil iana Vagana
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YEAR 7 MAKING
A MARK
At the start of the term we learnt
about different line types, shapes
and positive and negative space.
We then took inspiration from
First Nations and other Australian
artists and wrote about how
these artists incorporated the art
elements in their work. After
exploring a range of ideas, we
practiced how to use the lino tool
and started to carve our designs.
Once we finished printing we
collaged our prints together,
creating two cool designs.

Levi Burrows and Toby Liu
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CAFE SNACKS DESIGN TASK BY YEAR 10 HOSPITALITY
INDUSTRY STUDENTS
The Year 10 Hospitality Industry students recently hosted an invitation-only café at recharge
offering a variety of sweet and savoury delights. This term, the students covered a range of
cookery methods including stewing, poaching and shallow fry as key knowledge and skills. 

Rita and Luka provided us with a sticky rice and mango dessert with toasted desiccated coconut.
Ilona and Pablo brought us crispy pork spring rolls. Nina and Mia's handmade shortcrust pastry
in their mini apple pies showcase their strive for success after refining their techniques. Dana
crafted baked blueberry cheesecake with berry coulis. Claudia, Maude, Emilia and Marisa made a
solid effort on their potato latkes with dill cream and smoked salmon. Matteo led his team
members Hugo, Oscar and Jack to produce an array of delectable beef sliders. The spiced
poached peach on pink velvet sponge cake produced by Dina, Pipi, Maria and Melissa was
equally as appetising as all other treats offered at the café. 

A big thank you to PHS staff who supported the café design task. Well done to our students!

Ash Lau
Food Technology Teacher



RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS AT PHS
Young people learn more than just  subject  content within our school .  They observe,
absorb and ult imately  mimic the interact ions they see on a dai ly  basis.  Schools are
ecosystems of relat ionships,  and what they see and experience informs their  future
att i tudes and connections.  They are also powerful  dr ivers of  social  change and shape
the values of  our  future society.  I t  is  the responsibi l i ty  of  schools to ensure that
students are surrounded by adults who demonstrate posit ive ,  respectful  relat ionships,
and who chal lenge injust ice.

At Prahran High School ,  we posit ion relat ionships at  the centre of  our  approach.  We
bel ieve deeply that  al l  learning occurs within a relat ionship,  and we work hard to ensure
these relat ionships are bui l t  upon trust ,  k indness and empathy.  Our school  proudly
commits to implementing the Respectful  Relat ionships (RR) framework.  We
acknowledge that  gender inequity  has contr ibuted to the unacceptable levels of  family
violence in our  community ,  and that  this inequity  harms us al l .  At  the same t ime,  we are
also enthusiast ic about the role we can play in addressing this issue,  through improving
our systems,  bui lding partnerships with al l ies and of  course,  educating our community ,
part icular ly  our  students.

This important work is  current ly  being undertaken at  Prahran High School .  We have
establ ished a RR staff ing team, and methods for  student and community input are being
developed.  We are reviewing our curr iculum del ivery ,  consider ing both the specif ic  RR
content and the ways we need to improve al l  of  our  curr iculum to ensure pr inciples of
gender equity  are being upheld.  We are preparing several  school  pol ic ies which al ign
with the work of  RR and are designing a professional  learning program for  our  staff .
These more concrete aspects of  our  work sol idify  our  dedicat ion to establ ishing and
model l ing posit ive relat ionships across our school ,  in  every interact ion.  We look
forward to invit ing our school  community to contr ibute to the implementat ion of  our
framework later  this year ,  so watch this space.

More information about the Respectful  Relat ionships framework can be found here:
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful - relat ionships

Shannan Roberts
Assistant Principal
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Thursday 3rd November- Year 10 Music Performance Evening
Thursday 24th November - Spring Soirée: A celebration of Music at PHS

PHS MUSIC NEWS
As Term 3 comes to a close I am excited to share with you the happenings
that are continuing to keep the Music spaces at PHS a buzz with a hive of
activity. This space is flourishing, and our students are gaining more
confidence in the skills they are developing.

Year 7 Drumming with Luis Poblete
In our Year 7 spaces our students have had the opportunity to work with Luis
Poblete. Luis is one of the best percussionists in Melbourne and has recently
done shows with Marcia Hines. His continued partnership with us provides the
students a chance to work together in a drumming ensemble and develop
listening skills and teamwork. We look forward to seeing 7A & 7B perform at
our Spring Soirée in Term 4.

Year 8 Megamix Excursion
In our Year 8 spaces the students got to experience being a music producer
when they took part in the ‘Megamix’ excursion. This excursion has been
designed by the Victorian government to reengage students in the arts after
COVID lockdowns. The professionals running the day were impressed by the
skill set that our students had when producing a track and our students
thoroughly enjoyed the day! They also were able to receive a guided tour of the
Australian Music Vault.

Year 10 Solo performances
Our Year 10 Music class this semester has started very strong, and it is
exciting to see the start of our Senior program take shape. Recently these
students undertook their first solo performance assessment. It was
impressive to see the amount of rehearsal and time had gone into preparing
these pieces and the respect each performer gave to the assessment. Well
done to you all and I look forward to seeing your second solo’s later in Term 4.

Instrumental music
Our Instrumental Music program continues to build, and our bands are busy in
preparation for a performance afternoon at some of our local feeder primary
school’s early next term. These students show such strong dedication to
working not only on their own instruments but also making sure it all comes
together as a group.

Coming up in Term 4
There are a few events happening in Term 4 in the music space so below are a
couple of dates to put into your diaries:

Until next time, I wish you a great holiday break and can’t wait to keep building
this great program at PHS!

Theresa Haddon
Head of  Music
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YEAR 9 WEARABLE ART
This term in Wearable Art: Fashion we have used a number of techniques to cut and create a pair of pyjama shorts.
We have also created many sketches based on a time period and to meet the requirements of a design brief.
Currently we are designing for Gorman and Alpha 60. We have learned rendering techniques to colour and provide
detail to our sketches, and used croquis to ensure our sketches have correct proportions.

Eve Cartwright
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UNIT 2 VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN -
GENERATING IDEAS FOR BOOK COVER DESIGNS 
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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
 

Year 10 Northern Terr i tory Tour 
12 – 19 September

 
End Term 3 

Friday 16 September (Students dismissed at  2:30pm)
 

Student Free Day
Monday 3 October

 
F i rst  day of  Term 4 for  students

Tuesday 4 October
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Get ready, the Dobsons annual Buy Early & Save Sale is about to begin! Save on selected
uniform items when you shop with Dobsons from 1 September till 31 October 2022. Beat the
back-to-school rush and save on a range of selected items.

With a pain free returns policy, now is the time to plan ahead. Whether your child finds a few
extra centimetres over the holiday break or not as many as you’d thought, Dobsons has you
covered with a quick and simple returns policy.*

Once Dobsons stores re-open, they would love to welcome you in store but until then they
look forward to servicing your uniform needs online. To shop the sale online go to
dobsons.com.au.

*Terms & Conditions apply. Sale available online and in store from 1st of September until the
30th of October.




