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PRINCIPAL'S WRITING COMPETITION
Writing is such an important skill to develop and the best way to get good at writing,
as with all things, is to practice. Along with high-quality teaching, authentic tasks and
meaningful feedback, students need lots of rich opportunities to write for pleasure
and for fun, as well as to complete assignments, prepare prac reports and write
essays. 

Importantly, students (and all of us) need opportunities to write just for the love of it
and to pursue our own unique interests and passions. These opportunities are an
important way for our students to learn to express themselves clearly, imaginatively
and thoughtfully. Writing in a range of styles is another meaningful way for students
to truly embrace our school values – creativity, challenge, curiosity and character.
Each of these key school values plays a vital role in learning and in the pursuit of
writing. 

This year again I again ran my annual Principal’s Writing Competition. This
competition has quickly become a tradition for us at Prahran High School and as the
tradition grows, I would like to see even more students enter the annual competition.
It’s a joy to read the work of our talented young writers each year and this year the
standard was high. 

In fact, in this our fourth year, the standard of the writing pieces that students
submitted to the competition was quite astounding. This year the theme of my
competition was ‘Here I Am’ and the way the entrants interpreted the theme was so
interesting. The judges and I read a range of poems, extended narratives and personal
memoirs. 

Last week at assembly, I announced the prize winners and each of the students joined
me at the front of assembly to collect their certificates and prizes. At assembly and
now here in the newsletter, I share the announcement of our 1st, 2nd, 3rd, prize
winners, a special achievement prize, as well as a series of encouragement awards.

Each of these students wrote a memorable piece of writing, each in a different style.

We began with our encouragement awards. Each of these students submitted pieces
that were of a high standard and importantly showed promise and potential to be
even better, through further drafting and refining. Each of these pieces was deserving
of this special commendation. 

Our encouragement awards for the PWC 2022 were awarded to:

Violet Halliday, Noah McMahon, Jayden Barrington, Giorga Sack, Zach Bright,
Amritha Palanikumar, Ivy Walsh, Poppy Holden, Trinity Johnston and Dylan
Manasseh.
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"Writing in a
range of styles is
another beautiful
way for students
to truly embrace
our school values
– creativity,
challenge,
curiosity and
character. Each of
these key school
values plays a
vital role in
learning and in
the pursuit of
writing."

We then awarded the main prize winners. First, I awarded a special achievement award
to a student who entered a slam poem to the competition. As the name suggests, slam
poems can really pack a punch, but at times they can also be rushed, or not understood
well enough as a genre. This was definitely an example of the former, of the potential
for this type of poetry to be powerful when the genre is executed well. I was delighted to
recognise Harrie Elliot of Year 7 for her outstanding slam poem.

I then awarded the top three prizes of the competition this year. Each of these students
impressed my fellow judges and I enormously. We began this stage of the presentation
with our third-place finalist this year. Showing great improvement and real promise to
be able to go onto bigger and brighter things with her writing, our third-place winner was
Emma Lawson of Year 8. Emma wrote a mysterious, gripping narrative which we all
enjoyed reading very much.

In second place with a clever, absolutely compelling, and intriguing poem, called Ode to
Imagination, in which he ruminates on the modern world with all sorts of rich metaphors
and vivid expression was Cooper Firth of Year 10. Cooper’s use of complex language
and phrasing was astonishingly good. As he moves into the VCE, Cooper is well placed
to flourish more and more.

And as we rounded out the prizes for my 2022 writing competition, I awarded Henry
King of Year 8 the first prize. Henry wrote a fantastic short story, responding to the
prompt Here I Am thoughtfully and intelligently. His writing showed the benefit of
accurate drafting, and his writing does what great writing can do, it can transport us to a
different time and place. In this case I was transported to a craggy lighthouse on a
windswept coastline in England many years ago. His story is succinct, moving, and
evocative. Writing with a poise and maturity belying a usual Year 8 at-standard piece,
Henry is to be congratulated on his wonderful writing. Bravely, Henry also joined me at
the microphone to read an extract of his piece to the school. 

Congratulations to our all our 2022 winners. My congratulations and thanks also to all
students who submitted pieces this year. The standard was high and they should all be
proud of their work. I am certainly proud of them. My thanks also to Ms Turnbull and Ms
McEwen who helped me with the judging process again in 2022. Together we read all
entries, met to compare our reflections and then decided on prize winners. It is always a
great pleasure to talk all things writing and reading with these two outstanding literary
role models for our students. 

Enjoy reading The PHS News. Our school is a truly vibrant and evolving learning
community and we hope to capture a snapshot of that vibrancy in these pages. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the staging of Annie, our inaugural music, from
November 9 – 12. Held at the David Williamson theatre next door, it promises to be a
fabulous show. Tickets are selling fast – don’t miss out. 

Nathan Chisholm
Principal
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ANNIE THE MUSICAL
Prahran High School is proud to present our first school musical, Annie. Performed,
choreographed, designed and presented by our talented students. Tickets are now on sale!

https://www.trybooking.com/CCSJV

Based on the popular comic strip by Harold Gray, Annie has become a worldwide
phenomenon and was the winner of seven Tony Awards, including Best Musical. The beloved
book and score by Tony Award winners, Thomas Meehan, Charles Strouse and Martin
Charnin, features some of the greatest musical theatre hits ever written, including
'Tomorrow.'

With equal measures of pluck and positivity, little orphan Annie charms everyone's hearts
despite a next-to-nothing start in 1930s New York City. She is determined to find the parents
who abandoned her years ago on the doorstep of a New York City Orphanage that is run by
the cruel, embittered Miss Hannigan. With the help of the other girls in the Orphanage, Annie
escapes to the wondrous world of NYC. In adventure after fun-filled adventure, Annie foils
Miss Hannigan's evil machinations... and even befriends President Franklin Delano Roosevelt!
She finds a new home and family in billionaire, Oliver Warbucks, his personal secretary, Grace
Farrell, and a lovable mutt named Sandy.

Annie is the perfect family-friendly musical.

Wednesday 9 November @ 7pm
Thursday 10 November @ 7pm
Friday 11 November @ 7pm
Saturday 12 November @ 1pm
 
David Williamson Theatre
Melbourne Polytechnic, 54 St John St, Prahran VIC 3181

THE PHS NEWS EDITION 8, 2022 PAGE 04

https://www.trybooking.com/CCSJV


THE PHS NEWS EDITION 2, 2022 PAGE 04

ANNIE THE MUSICAL - FROM THE CAST & CREW
Giorga Sack, “Annie”
I am super excited and so honoured to be playing Annie in the first PHS school musical! A musical is a wonderful and innovative way to
combine musical theatre and passion for drama all into one! I have met and bonded with an amazing cast of people who are so
energised and hard at work to put on a great performance! With the guidance of our incredible director Mr Byrne, musical director, Miss
Haddon and dance choreographer Miss Carson and the Year 10 dance leaders, I feel very supported and well-guided in the hands of
this amazing team and I cannot wait for the PHS community to see our show and be entertained by this uplifting production!

Liem Kelder, “Daddy Warbucks”
Wow! It’s been a wild ride. I remember finishing ‘The Alibis’ like it was yesterday, and all of a sudden we’re right back into it, getting lines
memorised, blocking scenes, even trying on costumes. The cool thing is that I wasn’t even planning to perform this play when I first
heard we were doing Annie. Now, with three weeks left, I’m glad I chose otherwise. We’ve begun to move away from using our scripts
which allows us to actually ‘perform’ so to speak, we’ve done so much in the time we’ve had. Initially, I thought I wouldn’t have enjoyed
a musical, but I’m so glad that I decided to get involved. The theatre community is such a great one and I’m glad to continue being a
part of it. I’m so excited to polish this musical, and I’m so excited for everyone to see it. Come watch us! The first PHS musical will be a
great one.
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Thais Murray, “Miss Hannigan”
I remember being so scared before roles were announced. And when my name finally appeared on the screen I practically leapt with
joy. Since then, I have not been disappointed. Each week I can feel my own improvement and the bond with those I work with
strengthening. To be in a production is a very special opportunity and I am so grateful to be involved especially to our one and only Mr
Byrne for believing in me, encouraging me and making all this possible. We are now getting to a point where we have surer footing and
are making the transition to off-script. This is an exciting moment, because once we lose that barrier, our acting really comes alive.
Thank you to all for the experience so far. I look forward with great anticipation to the coming weeks and of course to the future of
productions at Prahran High! 

Maggie Tynan, Stage Manager
As the stage manager of Annie, I’ve spent all our rehearsals running around like a building is on fire, while trying to make it appear as if I
know exactly what I’m doing the whole time. But somehow all the late-night rehearsals and scurried notes will pay off, and we’ll get to
opening night! This is when the scariest and best moments of the production begin. When the audience is entering the theatre. The
curious looks on their faces. The gleams in the eyes of the actors waiting to start. The lights down on the stage. The crew fidgeting
nervously, and most of all, the mix of fear and excitement as the lights go up, and everything begins, as all the hard work we’ve done
behind the scenes is finally displayed. We’ll have the first notes of music, the first stomps of the actor’s feet as they dance about their
“hard-knock” lives, and the thought that I’ll miss a cue and the song the actors are supposedly dancing to won’t start!

Lucinda Ray, “A Star To Be”, “Ronnie Boylan” and featured dancer
I was excited to be given the role of a Boylan Sister and get a solo in “N.Y.C.” a the character of A Star To Be. It was a bit upsetting for
me because I have extracurriculars that will clash with the musical, so I won’t be able to perform all four nights. When I discovered a
clash, I was devastated. Mr Byrne and Miss Haddon were both amazingly helpful in that they worked around my situation and managed
to give me not one but two roles. I will just have an understudy on the nights I won’t be performing. My experience so far with Annie has
been a delight. At first, I didn’t know what to expect because I’d never had a solo or been involved in anything other than the chorus in a
musical. Altogether, I think Mr Byrne has done an excellent job of organising everything so that the cast and crew are prepared for the
nights we perform and shine onstage. Of course, Miss Haddon has also done an amazing job with the singing teaching. A huge thanks
to all the cast and crew. A big thanks to Ruben Ray and Ruby Neilson (assistant music directors) as well as Bailey, Poppy and Erika for
doing an awesome job at measuring everyone so we can all fit perfectly into our beautiful costumes. I’m so grateful to be involved in
something with the sweetest of people. I really think after you’ve been working on something for a long time with a lot of people, you
truly become close to them in a way that will never be forgotten. I love seeing how supportive everyone is towards everyone whether it’s
their singing ability, dancing, acting or just giving something a go that’s out of their comfort zone. I’m so lucky to be surrounded by a
great community of people doing the three things I love, acting, dancing and singing. 
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YEAR 10 CENTRAL
AUSTRALIA CAMP
For many Year 10 students, the final week of Term
3 was spent on an unforgettable tour to Central
Australia. With stops along the way at Lake Hart,
Coober Pedy, The Breakaways and Mt Conner we
made our way by coach to Uluru-Kata Tjuta
National Park. We got our first real look at both
when we took in sunset shortly after our arrival
seeing the changing colours of Uluru while the sun
set behind Kata Tjuta in the distance.

We were privileged to have a guide from NT Parks
and Wildlife who led us on several walks at Uluru
regaling us with the creation stories of the
indigenous peoples of the area and describing
their use and relationship with this sacred place.
He was also able to explain the sacred nature of
Uluru and the reasons why the traditional owners
no longer allow visitors to climb the rock. From
here we travelled West to Kata Tjuta to walk
narrow and picturesque Walpa Gorge and the
amazing Valley of the Winds. From here we made
the relatively short trip to our new camping spot at
Kings Creek station and a hot afternoon taking in
the King’s Canyon Rim Walk at Watarrka National
Park. Most of the group braved the heat and
enjoyed the amazing view and incredible
landscape while a few others preferred the
relatively green oasis on the canyon floor enjoying
the shade an native bird life.

Our final stop on tour was Alice Springs where we
paid a quick visit to ANZAC Hill Lookout for great
views of the town and the McDonnell Ranges. Our
final full day was spent exploring nearby
Simpson’s Gap and Standley Chasm and some live
music as part of the Desert Song festival at
Ormiston Gorge.

After two years of interruptions to the camp
program at PHS, the students had an amazing
time exploring this culturally significant and
beautiful part of Australia. All of us feel incredibly
lucky to have shared this opportunity to make
lasting memories in such a special place.

Jason Wood
Head of Senior School
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FROM THE WELLBEING TEAM
 
An Evening with John Hendry OAM

Many of you will have already met John through our work together. John was one of the
original leaders of Positive Psychology in schools, working extensively with Geelong
Grammar for thirty years. He has developed a model of Relationships Based Education
and is an expert in the fields of relationships, trauma, restorative justice and resilience.
He works closely with Parents Victoria and PHS, and will be running a workshop with
parents and families from 5.30-6.30 on Monday 14th November based on the themes of
resilience and hope. Please register your interest here:
https://www.trybooking.com/CDOXQ

Elephant Ed

Elephant Ed are an organisation who specialise in evidence based, age appropriate sex
education. Some of our students have participated in workshops earlier in the year with
this team, and the presenters are highly engaging. On Wednesday November 2nd, from
3-4.30pm, Elephant Ed will be delivering a workshop to our young male students on the
myths and realities of pornography. We have limited spots available for this session, so
if you are interested please email shannan.roberts@education.vic.gov.au to secure a
space for your son.

Shannan Roberts
Assistant Principal

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FCDOXQ&data=05%7C01%7CKarys.McEwen%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb94e2045afcb4f2aeb7008dab3127ddf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638019189243459095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qE%2B6ZN4qQP2tVfSpzgEMllYvrnOt0fZXHpAT3eY6iZ0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:shannan.roberts@education.vic.gov.au
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Our Student Representative Council and curriculum review groups. 
Leadership of school-wide events and activities: including Sports, Performing Arts, Library, STEM/ICT, Art
and Design and Environmental leaders. Also included for the first time next year will be our senior formal
organising group 
Developing Leaders: in particular our PHS Ambassadors and Mentor Leaders 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 2023 
In the next couple of weeks, applications will open for student leadership roles for next year. At PHS, we believe
strongly in the importance and power of student leadership across the school – in fact, we have come to depend
on our student leaders to help guide and share our work as we build our new school alongside them.

As we develop our school-wide approach to leadership development we seek to elect, appoint and choose
student leaders who show commitment to our PHS values and who are willing to embrace the power and
responsibility of leadership. We offer leadership positions to students across the school, providing different
levels of responsibility and aiming to provide opportunities that let all students develop their leadership skills and
attributes, and make an impact in their community. 

For 2023, we will be introducing School Captains and Vice-Captains for the first time. Drawn from students in the
top level of the Senior School, these students will lead, represent and speak on behalf of the whole school
community, while also mentoring and providing positive role models to students across the community.
Alongside our school captains and vice-captains, our House Captains help to model and demonstrate our values,
while also leading and coordinating the cross year level activities within our House program. 

These are not the only leadership roles, however, and for younger students the following tiers of leadership are
available:

We encourage all students across the school to consider the leadership roles that might suit their interests and
skills, and to apply for a role so that they can Make an Impact in 2023! 

James Fidler
Assistant Principal
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YEAR 8 DESIGN LAB
Recently, Year 8 students designed and built
chairs in our Design Lab class. On Friday, a
group of year eights took the chairs they had
made to the ‘Windsor Community Children's
Centre’ for the kids there. When we got there,
we were warmly welcomed by the staff, and
we quickly warmed up to the kids who were
very sweet and loved the chairs we had made
for them. 

The chairs were used in many ways; sitting on
it, using it as a table, reading the letters or
numbers that were decorated on them and
many more things. One chair in particular was
used for climbing and jumping off and
seemed like it was a favourite amongst all of
the kids. 

In the hour or so we were there we played
games with the kids, talked to them about the
process of making the chair and got to know
them. 

It was a very nice thing to create something
and give it to people who would use and
enjoy it and I think all the students
participating in the whole process enjoyed it a
lot.

Yael Simons (Year 8)
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PHS MUSIC NEWS
We have had a very busy start to term in the music
spaces. It has been so great to hear students
practicing in the band spaces, individuals in our
Year 10 Music classes prepare for their final solo
performances and Spring Soirée performances are
taking shape, too! 

PHS Bands on Tour! 

In the last two weeks the Year 7, 8, 9, and 10 bands
went on tour to two of the local primary schools.
First, we went to South Yarra Primary, just missing
the rain as we unpacked the van of instruments.
For most of us, it was our first time performing
outside of school, so everyone was nervous and
excited to play. All the kids loved the show,
shouting and cheering at the end of every song.
Some of us even got a bit emotional when the
crowd started singing along to Lucinda’s solo, ‘One
Step Forward, Three Steps Back’ by Olivia Rodrigo.

Then the next week we went to Windsor Primary,
and after getting a little lost because of the
construction, we eventually managed to get
everything set up and ready to go. Even though a
couple of the Year 10s were away, the show went
great. We all loved listening to Kelly, a little girl who
watched us do a sound check and who was brave
enough to sing for us all. It was cool to be able to
help with the set-up of the events and to see my
peers perform too. Going on tour with all the bands
was a really fun experience for everyone involved
and I can’t wait to do it again next year, visiting
even more schools. Thank you to Miss Haddon for
organising this for us and Mr Spiers for his help
preparing us and playing with some of the bands
on the day & Mr Byrne for being the best roadie and
driving all the equipment.  

By Ruby Neilson (Year 9)

Spring Soirée - 24 November 

Our second soirée for the year is fast approaching
and in amongst the busyness of the term our
students are preparing their performances for this
event. Most recharge and lunchtimes the music
space is alive with sounds of students practicing
and it is so encouraging to see their dedication to
being prepared. The winter soirée earlier in the year
was very successful and we know that this one will
be even better with close to 90 of our students
involved! Put the date in your diaries - 24
November 6-7.30pm in the Atrium. 

Theresa Haddon
Head of  Music
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HOUSE CUP UPDATE
In 2023, PHS expanded our House System, incorporating a wide range of events into our first ever House Cup. Our
House system sorts students (and teachers and staff members) into four houses that align with our core values –
Mirka (Creativity), Magda (Character), Mabo (Challenge) and McGorry (Curiosity). Students are allocated to houses
based on their responses to a values survey that identifies one area where they can provide leadership across the
school, and the house program aims to provide students with genuine opportunities for leadership and to connect
students across year levels in a wide range of activities and extracurricular programs. 

Term 3 saw several new events as part of our House Program, and has brought us closer to being able to award our
first even House Championship Cup. Towards the end of term, we had our House Theatre sports, which saw
students across the school compete in a range of performance challenges. Overall, Magda house scored the most
points across the Theatre events, while we also congratulate our winning team of Nate, Aaron, Liem and Jonah who
won the main competition. 

Running alongside this was the House Art and Design competition – students from each house competed to design
a ‘banner’ for their House and also scored points for entering our school diary design competition. This year, Mirka
were the winners of the Art and Design competition, while the fantastic banners will be a feature at house events
across next year. 

Finally, in the last week of term our Year 7 and 8 students competed in our first house Maths Games Day. Run by the
Maths Association of Victoria, students completed a series of maths puzzles and challenges. Once again, Mirka
were the winners, with Mabo in second place and providing strong competition. 

As we enter Term 4, there is one event remaining: the overall championship is still hotly contested, with our current
overall standings being: 1. Mirka, 2. Mabo, 3. McGorry, 4. Magda 

We look forward to our final event, the STEM challenge running on Wednesday 2nd November, which has double
points available to the winning house. We also thank our Sports, Performing Arts, Art and Design leaders and House
captains, as well as all of the supporting teachers, for the work they have done in promoting the house competition
so far. 

James Fidler
Assistant Principal
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USE THE FORCE -  YEAR 7 SCIENCE IN TERM 4
This term Year 7 students are complet ing a unit  on Physical  Sciences.  They are
invest igat ing forces and motion through a ser ies of  pract ical  invest igat ions.  Their
most recent invest igat ion involved making bal loon rockets and f inding out i f  the size of
the bal loon had an impact on the speed i t  t ravel led along the str ing.  Some groups were
surpr ised by their  results!  Students are focusing on carrying out a fair  test  and being
as accurate as possible when taking measurements and observat ions.  This term wi l l  be
ful l  of  hands-on invest igat ions and chal lenges to stretch students cr i t ical  and creat ive
thinking ski l ls  in  the lab.  May the force be with you,  Year 7s!

Tess Pohlner
Science,  Humanit ies & IMPACT9 Teacher
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Mabi A
Lucie A
Shreyas B
Charlotte G
Christ ian L
Harry P
Donny T
Essie C
Yael  S

CITY OF STONNINGTON SUSTAINABILITY
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 2022
Mr Fidler  and Mrs Charalambous are working with a group of  students in an
excit ing new leadership program.

Faci l i tated by expert  educators at  the Port  Phi l l ip  EcoCentre ,  the program runs
over 8-10 tai lored sessions over the course of  a term.

PHS students may have ideas about projects/ways to reduce waste or  improve
biodiversity  at  the school .  Rubbish around our school  was of  part icular  interest  to
PHS students at  the Counci l ’s  Schools Cl imate Emergency Forum back in 2021.

We wi l l  keep you al l  updated on the progress made on this new journey!
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FRENCH CLUB
The French Club recently  v is i ted Roule
Galette ,  a  French crepe restaurant in
Carnegie for  our  end of  Term 3
celebrat ions.  We ordered crepes in
French and al l  cheered with an
Orangina,  a French soda.  We also tr ied
snai ls  and i t  was a very fun
experience!

Gretel  – “My favouri te part  of  the tr ip
was going to the restaurant because i t
was a fun experience.  I  ate a crepe
with ham and cheese.”

Maya – “My favouri te part  was ty ing
the snai ls  or  as the French cal l  them,
escargots.  They tasted l ike gar l ic.  The
tr ip was very fun,  taking the tram,
ordering in French,  eat ing del ic ious
crepes.  I  would 100% do i t  again!”

Gaspar – “My favouri te bit  of  the tr ip
was the snai ls.  I t  was super good and
had lots of  gar l ic.  There were so many
different  crepes and we even had a
French dr ink cal led Orangina.”

Athena – My favouri te part  was try ing
the snai ls  because i t  was very scary
but they tasted real ly  good,  l ike gar l ic
bread.  I t  was so fun!”
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FOOD HANDLING CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
We’ve developed a great  connection with Melbourne Polytechnic Prahran over the
past year.  The Year 10 Hospital i ty  Industry partnered with our neighbouring tert iary
inst i tute to study for  their  Basic Food Handl ing Cert i f icate.

The cert i f icate is  a nat ional ly  recongised qual i f icat ion that  better  equips learners
when working in the food and beverage industry.  Topics covered range from food
legislat ion,  c leaning sanitat ion to cross contamination case studies.  

The students have gained a lot  of  great  insight  about the industry from an
experienced chef as their  instructor.

Ms Ashley lau 
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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
 

Tuesday 1 November
Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

 
Wednesday 9 November – Saturday 12 November

Annie,  the school  musical  production
David Wil l iamson Theatre

 
Thursday 17 November

The PHS Art  Show, opening night
 

Thursday 22 November
Year 7 2023 Welcome Evening

 
Thursday 24 November

Spring Soiree Music Concert
 

Monday 28 November – Tuesday 6 December
Senior School  Examinations

 
Thursday 15 December

Final  day of  school  for  students in Years 9 and 10
 

Monday 19 December
Final  day of  school  for  students in Years 7 and 8
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