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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
What a fantastic year we have had together in 2022. I am so proud of the achievements of
our students and our school. In normal circumstances we should all this proud, but coming
off the back of the previous two years, we should all sing our successes from the rooftops! I
certainly do any and every chance I have.

Our school is thriving, our students are flourishing, our community is engaged, our unique
culture of learning, relationships and wellbeing is strong and bright. We are well placed for
an even bigger and brighter 2023.

As we approach the pointy end of the year, it sometimes feels like schools couldn’t be any
busier. It’s a hectic time indeed as we maintain our focus on the present, but also plan in
depth for our focused improvement agenda in 2023.  It is also a special time in schools with
many wonderful experiences that happen as the year draws to a close.  

These past few weeks alone have provided a range of memorable events highlighting the
extraordinary talents of our students and staff. I relished being an audience member at our
fabulous musical production, Annie, and at our splendid Spring Soiree last week. It was also
an absolute pleasure to attend our recent Senior Art Exhibition in St Kilda. Just this week, I
was astonished by the inventive creativity of our IMPACT9 students as they’ve presented
their final projects. 

And, as you’re reading this edition of The PHS News, a group of Year 10 students and staff
are soaring somewhere above us, flying to Paris for their French in-country study tour. I
know they are going to have the most incredible adventure together in France.

It is such a privilege to be part of these sorts of special events at our school. It is these
opportunities that students will remember long into the future. So will we, their teachers and
families. On behalf of the whole school, I warmly congratulate the students who have been
involved in all these events. It has been such a vibrant, creative and energising time at PHS.
We are lucky to work with so many seriously talented kids! 

None of this can happen for our students without the commitment of our staff. As we
approach the end of this year, I know you'll join me in thanking our teachers and support
staff for the work they do every day, to enable our students to do their absolute best. We
truly have an outstanding staff at Prahran High School and I thank them for a great year’s
work. 

The positive learning culture of PHS is truly very special. It is strategic and it is authentic. It
also takes work, from each of us, to protect and prioritise all that makes this place so
special. It takes inspiration, discipline and it takes the commitment of all community
members. Our culture is precious to us and each day together we nurture all that makes
PHS unique.

It is a great privilege to have the opportunity to serve our community as your principal. This
is a beautiful community and together we are building a strong, proud and successful
secondary school which meets the needs of our young people. 

Thank you for your support and for all that you do to help our school and students shine - to
make an impact. 

Nathan Chisholm
Principal



Mentor Groups 2023 – Ensuring a Healthy Gender Balance
 
Across our school we are pleased that we have built and maintained a healthy
gender balance in our total student numbers. At the time of writing, our gender
mix is 40% girls and 60% boys, which is very positive. 

It is common in co-educational secondary school settings for the ratio of girls
and boys to be similar to this. In many cases, the number of girls is far less
than here at PHS. One of the main reasons for this is that there are many more
single-sex girls’ schools options in communities. 

That being the case, it is vital that wonderful co-educational learning
environments like ours are responsive and adjust as required to ensure all
students: female, male and self-described, have the best possible experience at
school. 

Recently we have reflected on the structure of our Mentor Groups and analysed
where some change might be required for the year ahead. Our guiding principle
in Middle School is that students remain with their Mentor Groups throughout
their journey, assuming relationships, behaviour and engagement are positive.
We don’t often make many changes between years. We will make some
change at Year 8 and 9 for 2023.

Once students make their way to Senior School, the Mentor Group becomes a
different point of connection, as classes and timetables are personalised for
each student. We have now planned our Mentor Group structure from Years 7
– 11 and allocated students to classes. 

Beginning next year, we have decided to create an all-boys Mentor Group at
Years 8 and 9. We have done this to even out the gender balance at those
levels, ensuring that our girls are equal in numbers to boys in classes. 

We know this will be a positive outcome for our girls at these year levels. We
have talked to the students and while most are already quite content, when
provided with a choice of more even classes in 2023, the response has been
positive. 

Interestingly, our mix of genders at Years 7, 10 and 11 is even more balanced.
In fact, we have more girls at Year 11. These Mentor Groups will all remain
mixed for next year. 

This approach is quite common in schools, including in similar schools nearby.
This approach also enables us to tailor learning experiences somewhat
differently for different classes, depending on the gender mix, as well as the
myriad other factors we consider.

It is pertinent to also note that our learning and curriculum delivery approach is
highly collaborative. Students mix between classes often and multiple classes
(e.g. Year 8 Maths) are timetabled at the same time, to support collaboration.
Along with the supportive home of Mentor Groups, students mix often and well. 
 
Prahran High School is a proud co-educational school. We have built a healthy
gender balance across our school. And where we can see opportunities to
improve, like with our 2023 Year 8 and 9 Mentor Groups, we will always work to
improve. 

We are agile, responsive and always have the students at the centre of
decision-making. 

Nathan Chisholm
Principal
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FRANCE TOUR
On Friday 2 December, Year 10 French students will depart for our long-anticipated France Tour. The students
have worked incredibly hard, having studied French for four interrupted and unusual years, and the French team
are so pleased that students are now able to be rewarded and participate in such an exciting trip. 

Our tour begins and ends in the city of lights, Paris, with stops in Strasbourg on the German border, famous for
her Christmas markets, and Lyon, the third largest city in France where we will attend the world famous "Fête
des Lumières" (Festival of Lights).

"I am very excited to go to France. It is a country I have never been to before and somewhere I’ve always wanted to
go. We are lucky to have the opportunity to travel there and I am looking forward to a new adventure." 
- Harry Stewart, 10D

I am thrilled to be taking our students on an exciting tour which changed my life twelve years ago. I'd like to
personally thank the PHS community for supporting the tour and the incredible team accompanying me;
Madame Sénèque, Madame Bon, Ms Domange, Ms Turnbull and Mr Willis. 

Monsieur Élio
French Learning Area Leader
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FRANCE V. AUSTRALIA WORLD CUP MATCH
Last week, 25 students across all year levels came to school to watch the long-awaited France vs
Australia soccer game. Despite the early wake up, students all cheered for their favourite team in both
good times and hard times. Allez les bleus! 

Madame Bon
French Teacher
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SENIOR SCHOOL
ART AND DESIGN
& ART FOR SOCIAL
CHANGE
EXHIBITION
On Thursday 17 November we held
our exhibition at a gallery in Fitzroy
Street, generously lent to us by
artist and PHS parent Rus Kitchin.
Our Senior Product Design, Visual
Communication Design and Studio
Art students exhibited their work
from this semester and there was
an open call for all PHS students to
respond to the theme of Art for
Social Change.

While preparing for the exhibition
we had to consider how we wanted
the audience to view our art. This
meant that I had to trial our works
in a vary of different orders, layouts,
and spaces before going to the
exhibition space. When we got to
the exhibition space it was a
tedious trial-and-error process to be
finally happy with the presentation
of our artworks.

For me, the spacing between all 12
of the paintings was very important
as I wanted them to appear like
brickwork, as well as the paintings
being straight, centred, and eye-
level for the viewer. The colour of
the wall also was important as I
positioned the paintings on a black
wall first, and then decided that
white would be better.

After a very long process of
creating a concept, the studio
process, and displaying, it all felt
worth it when our artworks had an
audience. Seeing people notice the
detail and effort felt very rewarding,
and I am glad we got the
opportunity to show our work.

Nina Van Schoonhoven
Year 10
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MUSIC NEWS
Wow! What a way to end a successful year in the PHS music space with the Spring Soirée that took
place on Thursday 24 November. We had over 80 students perform in the event. I am so proud of each
performer who showed real courage and such strong musicality in each act. Reflecting on the year, I
feel honoured to lead such an amazing team, with special thanks to Mr Curtis Spiers and Mr Maddison
Carter who consistently set our students up for success. This was evident in the event. 

Our student’s dedication to their craft and the progress each have made on their chosen instrument
this year is a credit to them. Soirées don’t happen without hours of rehearsals and practice so a huge
well done to you all! I am so looking forward to seeing what is next in 2023 for this amazing program
we are building at PHS. 

Finally thank you to our school community. Your support and encouragement is a large reason why this
program continues to have successes. It has been a huge year of growth in Music, and I am excited to
see what the next year holds. 

Theresa Haddon
Head of  Music
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SHOP ESSENTIAL, SHOP NEUTRAL!
A big thank you to Essential Ingredients and Shop Neutral at Prahran Market. Our big
sponsors for the Year 10 charity awareness program – packing toiletry kits for the rough
sleepers!

A group of Year 10 students put their hand up for this initiative. The idea was to fundraise for
supplies to pack simple toiletry kits for the rough sleepers. A little goes along the way. The
simplicity of a bar of soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, and deodorant give the opportunity for a
rough sleeper to feel refreshed. When Essential Ingredients and Shop Neutral heard about
this idea, both jumped onboard immediately! Our students travelled down to Prahran Market
to thank the businesses with gratitude. Here is a little snippet about each of two businesses. 

The Essential Ingredient:
Good life begins with good food! A philosophy this business holds and it is interwoven in all
their high quality and fine foods from producers, growers, and manufacturers in Australia and
overseas. Their story began in 1986 with a team of food lovers, flourishing from wholesale to
retail business. There are 6 stores across Australia, 2 of them in Victoria. The Prahran Market
location is their homebase. Essential ingredients supply to consumers as well as special
delicacy stores such as all Leo Fine Food & Wine Supermarkets. Matt, the store manager
showed the students around the shop and introduced us to some of the holiday season’s
best seller. Their current best sellers for the holiday season include The Essential Ingredient
Duck Fat; truffles; The Essential Ingredient Cornichons in Vinegar; and the finely press and
air-dried Passion Pasta products. 

Shop Neutral:
A cosy and environmentally friendly store located in the heart of Prahran Market. They are
enthusiastic about a future of reducing wastage, reusing, and recycling. Our students
browsed a range of items in the shop, noticing the detail in the use of sustainable materials in
each product on the shelf; for instance, a dish scrubber made with bamboo and
biodegradable fibres. Reusable and compostable paper towels. Another wonderful initiative
from the shop is supporting Bridging the Gap Foundation through various bathroom essential
items. Shop Neutral offers a range of essential products ranging from natural cleaning items,
vegan makeup, non-toxic cookware, essential oils, sustainable lunch ware, reusable shopping
bags, and other interesting products fit for the common home. If you are into art, Shop
Neutral brings in indigenous woven art and other solid work from local artists. The store
celebrates many products from local makers, and this is also a main part of their business
philosophy. Shop Neutral is operated by locals Paul, Kat and Aoife. Their efforts towards our
charity program are greatly appreciated. 

Ashley Lau
Food for Life Teacher
Edited by: Max James, Morgan Bertolotti, Lola Pelletier / Photos by: Annie Pidgeon, Harry
Stewart
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YEAR 10 HISTORY - HOLOCAUST MUSEUM VISIT
This year in History, the Year 10 students have been learning about the events that took place during the
Holocaust.
 
We took the train down to Elsternwick Station and enjoyed a five-minute walk to the Melbourne Holocaust
Museum. We were greeted by Lisa and Tracey, who gave us a history about the building. The award-
winning museum and educational centre were created by Melbourne Holocaust survivors as a memorial
to the 6 million innocent Jewish people who were murdered in WWII. It has an incredible collection of over
1,300 survivor’s testimonies, and close to 18,000 artifacts including photographs, documents and
artworks which were evidence of the extreme conditions that the Jewish victims survived under.  
 
We were then taken downstairs split into two rooms. In my room, we were given artifacts and worked in
groups to find an understanding and meaning for what our item was and symbolised. My group was given
a children’s book that was published in Germany. The book was called The Poisonous Mushroom which
was published in 1938 by Julius Streicher who was executed in 1946 for his crimes against humanity in
the Nuremberg trails. As the title predicts, the poisonous mushrooms were used as a metaphor for the
Jewish population, creating an illusion that the Jewish people were dangerous and that it was hard to
spot one, the book used as a warning for the Gentile. It became obvious to my group almost immediately
that the children’s book was a piece of Nazi propaganda.  
 
After each group shared their artifact, everyone headed upstairs to talk to Irma, one of the last survivors
who survived through the Holocaust and has been sharing her stories for many decades. We were lucky
enough to ask her questions and were met with inspiring stories and advice that will stay with us for
many years on. We are so lucky to have had the opportunity to talk to her and become a witness to what
the hatred from World War II had become.  
 
Annie Pidgeon 
Year 10
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TOMORROWS' LEADERS FOR SUSTAINABILITY
An environmental leadership program has recently commenced at PHS, run by the Port Phillip Eco
Centre. Tomorrows’ Leaders for Sustainability aims to develop passionate student’s climate leadership
skills, and come up with ideas to help Prahran High School be more sustainable.

Last week, TLFS did a waste audit, where we collected waste from all the bins on Level 2. We then
sorted them into different piles based on where the rubbish should have ended up. We found that well
over half of the things thrown into the landfill bins could be being recycled, but instead, people are
throwing them into landfill where they will produce dangerous greenhouse gases.

TLFS will be working on solutions to help improve the PHS waste problem, and we are excited to share
them with the school community.

Lucie Armstrong & Essie Coutts
Year 9
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2023 PARENT PAYMENT
ARRANGEMENTS -  NOW OPEN
Our preferred payment method is v ia
Compass/Dashboard/Payments Centre
(found at  top r ight  hand corner) :
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Payments can be made in ful l  or  by
instalments,  per  semester  or  per  term. 

For confidential  discussions regarding
financial  assistance,  please contact
Natal ie Smolarek or  by phone on 9113
1000.

Further  detai l  of  2023 Parent Payments
can be found in Compass > Community
(two head icon) > School  Documents.

mailto:natalie.smolarek@education.vic.gov.au
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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
 

2022
 

Tuesday 13 December
Grade 6 – Year 7 Orientat ion Day

 
Wednesday 14 December

Whole school  end of  year act iv i ty  day
Luna Park,  St  Ki lda

 
Thursday 15 December

Final  day of  school  for  students in Years 9 and 10
 

Monday 19 December
Final  day of  school  for  students in Years 7 and 8

 
2023

 
Tuesday 31 January 2023

First  day of  Term 1 for  al l  students 
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