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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As I  ref lect  on Term 3 (and the year so far) ,  I  am f i l led with
pr ide and grat i tude.  This term has been one of  signif icant
growth,  real  achievements and many,  many highl ights.  And
at the heart  of  i t  a l l ,  the commitment to our school  values
and especial ly  the strength of  character  shown by our
students,  staff ,  and famil ies has continued to shine br ight ly .  

I  continue to see,  hear and feel  a deep sense of  energy,
commitment and care,  which is  a true testament to the
support ive community we’ve bui l t  together at  PHS.

Our students continue to amaze me. Each day,  our  young
people display a boundless sense of  cur iosity ,  d iv ing
headfirst  into new ideas and asking questions that  show
their  genuine interest  in learning.  I t  t ruly  is  a pr iv i lege to
come to work here every day.

Last week we completed our important School  Review panel
process,  after  three days of  r igorous discussion,  focus
group work,  c lassroom observat ions and data analysis.  This
detai led process takes place every four years.  Faci l i tated by
Dr John Hunter ,   a  ret i red school  pr incipal  with a PhD in
education and deep experience as an external  school
reviewer ,  the Review highl ighted the many achievements and
posit ive progress of  the past four  years.  

The School  Review Panel  was very encouraging and felt  that
the evidence was overwhelmingly posit ive ,  c lear ly  point ing
to a school  that  is  doing an excel lent  job and is  on the r ight
path forward.  Together we also unpacked the areas for
improvement ident if ied and began to bui ld the frame of the
next Strategic Plan which out l ines our goals ,  targets ,  key
improvement strategies and act ions for  the next  four  years.  

The next  stage in the process is  the School  Review report
which is  then shared with me for  feedback.  Soon after ,  the
f inal  report  wi l l  be tabled at  School  Counci l  and the
Strategic Plan wi l l  be f inal ised and communicated to the
community.



I t  is  important to note that  we don’t  wait  for  the Strategic Plan to be writ ten before
the next  level  of  work begins.  We are clear  about the strengths and forward agenda.
We are already pushing forward with the new work.  Onwards with focus and
enthusiasm.

I  am grateful  for  the support ,  input and feedback of  many people throughout the
process.  We ran mult iple focus group discussion with students,  staff  and famil ies.
I ’m part icular ly  grateful  to those famil ies who gave up your t ime to be part  of  a
focus group.  The feedback is  v i tal .  

On behalf  of  the whole PHS community ,  I  a lso thank Michel le ,  our  School  Counci l ,
President ,  who was with us throughout and was an invaluable contr ibutor  in so many
ways.  We are lucky to be so wel l  served by Michel le as our President.  

Further ,  our  staff  are incredible.  Their  dedicat ion to nurtur ing each student ’s
individual  talents and cur iosity  continues to be remarkable ,  making every learning
session an opportunity  for  deep understanding and personal  growth.  The Review
process aff i rmed this strongly.  Their  unwavering commitment has not only led to
academic success but has also created a truly  support ive and inspir ing space where
students feel  encouraged to reach their  ful l  potent ial .

I  a lso want to thank you,  our  famil ies ,  for  your continued partnership.  Your
involvement and support  have made such a posit ive impact ,  re inforcing the values of
chal lenge,  character ,  cur iosity ,  and creat iv i ty  in your chi ldren’s l ives.  Together ,  we’ve
created a school  where students are empowered to explore ,  grow,  and succeed.  This
too was aff i rmed in our  Review.

Enjoy reading this edit ion of  The PHS News.  

Happy hol idays.

Nathan Chisholm
Principal
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Thank You to Our Famil ies for  Your Payment Contributions

The PHS School  Counci l  is  grateful  to lead and belong to such a generous and
inclusive school  community.  

This year ,  the School  Counci l  has commenced our PHS Family  Hardship Fund which
has received $7,036 from parent/carer  voluntary contr ibut ions.  

This addit ional  funding has enabled students,  who may otherwise have missed out ,
to part ic ipate in year level  camps,  senior  school  formal  celebrat ions,  and our
instrumental  music program with the ult imate outcome of del iver ing the whol ly
inclusive school  experience we pr ide ourselves on.

This year we were also the fortunate recipients of  two Prahran Rotary student
scholarships of  $750 each.  These scholarships have been awarded to two Year 11
students to support  their  f inal  years of  school

2024 PHS School  Counci l .
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PARENT PAYMENT THANKS -  COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS



THE PHS NEWS EDITION 6, 2024 PAGE 04

This term we celebrated National  Science Week at  PHS

The theme this year was Species Survival :  More than Sustainabi l i ty .  We celebrated
our biggest Science Week yet  at  PHS with events happening every day.  Students
were invited to attend several  hands-on experiments at  lunch t ime,  a unique Escape
Room experience in the labs and to watch a magic show in the atr ium run by our
own lab tech,  Miss Radhika.  From test ing whale snot to f igur ing out science r iddles,
the week was ful l  of  cur iosity  and fun.

The biggest event of  the week was the House STEM Olympiad.  This event saw house
teams chal lenge each other  in science knowledge,  maths ski l ls  and engineering
enterpr ise.  Congratulat ions to Mabo house,  who took home the trophy!

Thank you to everyone who came along and had a go at  the different  act iv i t ies and
chal lenges.

A very special  shout out  to off ic ial  photographers,  Mi l la  B (11A) and Charl ie  T (11E).  

Ms Tess Pohlner
Science and Ethics Learning Area Leader

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK AT PHS



My favouri te thing about science week
was the Escape Room (On Fr iday)
because I  l ike solv ing puzzles and tr icky
quest ions.
Yang,  7B
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VOCATIONAL MAJOR MICRO-CREDENTIAL COURSES

The Vocational  Major Students Continue to Shine

This term students enrol led in our  Vocational  Major  (VM) courses had the opportunity
to complete two micro-credential  courses,  their  Construct ion White Card and their  CPR
and First  Aid Cert i f icat ion.  These were two ful l  day courses that  were engaging and
demanding!  

Students rose to the chal lenge,  part ic ipat ing in al l  hands-on act iv i t ies and assessment.
These credentials have broadened their  employment opportunit ies and their  knowledge
and ski l ls .
 
Wel l  done to al l  of  our  VM Years 10,  11 &12 students.



I t  has been another fast  paced term in the music spaces.  I t  is  hard to bel ieve that  soon our
f i rst  group of  Year 12 musicians wi l l  be in their  f inal  stages of  preparing for  their  performance
exams. They wi l l  a lso take part  in  their  last  Soirée at  PHS in week one.  These students have
left  a legacy that  they should be very proud of.  They have been signif icant contr ibutors to the
fantast ic music program we have at  PHS.  
 
Spring Soirée- 10th October 
 In  the f i rst  week of  next  term we wi l l  have our annual  Spr ing Soirée.  These events continue to
go from strength to strength with over  120 students part ic ipat ing each t ime.  Our musicians
have been hard at  work preparing for  the show. I  have included a photo of  one of  our  Year 7
groups working with Luis Poblete ,  preparing their  opening drumming piece.  Tickets go on sale
this week so be sure to get  in quick as this wi l l  be another sel l  out  show!  
 
Songmakers Academy- Congratulat ions Summer Vidor!
Last term a group of  our  talented musicians took part  in  a program run by APRA cal led
Songmakers.  This program aims to partner  musicians with successful  music schools and
empower students to write songs.  Summe, one of  our  Year 12 musicians,  appl ied to be part  of
their  Songmakers academy,  and she was successful  in  her  appl icat ion.  Summer was one of  16
students chosen from around Victor ia and wi l l  work in professional  recording studios in
Col l ingwood with wel l -known Austral ian musicians to write ,  col laborate and record tracks.  Wel l
done on this achievement Summer!  
 
Year Level  Assemblies
 Over  the past few weeks,  we have had var ious bands perform at  their  year  level  assemblies.
This has been a fantast ic opportunity  for  them to gain more performance experience.  I  include
a couple of  photos from the Year 7 & 9 assemblies.  These students showed great courage to
get up in front  of  their  peers and perform. A special  shout out  to Tyshawn who owned the stage
singing ‘Sweet Home Alabama’  and to his band mates who supported him to do this -  this is
one of  the things I  love about the power of  music and how it  br ings people together.  
 
Year 12 Musicians…
Lastly  to the Year 12 class of  musicians,  who by the t ime The PHS News news is publ ished,  wi l l
be stepping into those performance exams. I  am so proud of  each of  you and how you have
worked this year.  I t  has been such an honour to see you develop as musicians and to see how
you have inspired the Middle School  musicians with your dedicat ion and ski l l .  I  wish you al l  the
best in your exams and thank you for  the impact you have made on this music program in i ts
foundation years.  
 
Ms Haddon 
Head of Music 
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First  Nations Project  Enriches Year 9 Learning Experience

Our Year 9 students recently  completed an inspir ing and educational  journey through
the First  Nations Project  as part  of  their  IMPACT9 program. This ini t iat ive aimed to
develop cultural  competency by immersing students in Wurundjer i  F irst  Nations
history and culture.

Students explored one of  four  special ized streams: Botanical  I l lustrat ions,  First
Scient ists ,  Storytel l ing,  or  Health and Wel lbeing.  Each stream offered unique insights
into First  Nations knowledge and tradit ions.

A highl ight  of  the project  was the visi t  to Melbourne Museum's Bunj i laka Aboriginal
Cultural  Centre.  This excursion provided a tangible connection to Indigenous her i tage,
enhancing students '  understanding of  First  Nations culture.

The curr iculum delved into crucial  histor ical  topics,  including:
Melbourne's history dur ing colonisat ion
First  Nations peoples '  contr ibut ions to Country
Signif icant referendums on Indigenous r ights
The Stolen Generat ions
The Uluru Statement from the Heart
Frontier  wars

Throughout the project ,  students maintained ref lect ive journals ,  encouraging self -
evaluat ion of  their  growing cultural  awareness.

The learning experience was further  enr iched by a ser ies of  incursions:
An insightful  Q&A session with our Koorie Education Support  Off icer
A whole-year assembly featur ing Dj i r r i  Dj i r r i ,  who presented on First  Nations culture
and language.

Interact ive sessions led by Wanyara,  focusing on Sport ,  Yarning,  and Artwork
These diverse learning opportunit ies fostered a deep engagement with First  Nations
culture and history.  The project  has undoubtedly broadened our students '
perspectives on Austral ia 's  r ich Indigenous her i tage and contemporary issues.

We're proud of  our  Year 9 students '  enthusiasm and respectful  approach to this
important area of  study.  Their  journey of  cultural  discovery wi l l  undoubtedly have a
last ing impact on their  understanding of  Austral ia 's  First  Nations peoples.

Thanks,
Tim Darby
IMPACT9 Area Leader
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IMPACT 9



Skateboard Workshop
 

Our ADI captains Neve Coleman and Charlotte Gal lace recently  held a skateboard
workshop where students were able to design their  own skateboard decks.  

The workshop was a great  success.  The students created an open and posit ive
environment where they were engaged in making and learning in order to produce
their  desired outcome. 

The results were individual  and unique designs that  ref lected the creat iv i ty  of  each
person.
 
 
Thank You
Lara Karasavvidis
ADI Learning Area Leader



Skateboard Workshop
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READING IS MAGIC

In the PHS library, we have
celebrated the CBCA Book of the
Year theme “Reading is Magic.” 

We welcomed Nova Weetman, a
published writer of Children and
Young Adult books, to speak to
Year 8 students to help guide their
creative writing this term. Jack
Matthews from Stonnington library
spoke of the book mark and writing
competitions open to teens
celebrating book week. 

We celebrated the joy of reading
with some friendly competitions:
“Guess the title?” , Book Trivia,
Book lucky dip and “Judge a book
by it’s cover!” 

Following the wonderful
celebrations of Book Week we have
launched our revamped library
homepage. Head here to access all
the amazing resources available for
all students and teachers at PHS.
Click  on the Compass favorites
menu or via this link
https://au.accessit.online/PRH01/
#!dashboard

https://au.accessit.online/PRH01/#!dashboard
https://au.accessit.online/PRH01/#!dashboard
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What a wonderful  Term 3 We’ve Had in Year 7
 
Our focus in Year 7 this term was Personal  Wel lbeing,  with our Mentor
curr iculum explor ing grat i tude,  character  strengths and emotional ,  mental
and physical  wel lbeing.  Over the term students had the opportunity  to
part ic ipate in both a screen-  t ime and step-  count chal lenge.

Sofia B of  7A took out the screen-t ime chal lenge,  averaging a very low 9
minutes of  screen t ime a day over  the two-week chal lenge per iod.  Rayaan
Mohd Naj ib of  7C completed a total  of  236,  404 steps,  which is  an average
of 16,  886 a day over  the two-week chal lenge per iod.  Congratulat ions to our
two winners!  Their  fantast ic efforts saw them each win two movie vouchers
to vi l lage cinemas and a $15 PHS canteen voucher.  

I t  has been inspir ing to see so many Year 7 students engage in the
chal lenges,  taking act ive steps to seek out opportunit ies to better  their
personal  wel lbeing.  

In Week 2 and Week 7 al l  of  Year 7 completed a Personal  Wel lbeing Survey
and i t  was fascinat ing to see the results.  Over the course of  the term,  i t
was clear  students gained a better  understanding of  what personal
wel lbeing is ,  and how they can take act ive steps to improve i t .
 
Term 3 was ful l  of  excit ing act iv i t ies ,  including Chicago,  our  school
production,  which included many year 7 students!  I t  was wonderful  to see
their  involvement in the production.  Another wonderful  experience was the
music excursion into the city  to watch the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
perform the story of  Peter  and the Wolf .  

In  addit ion,  Year 7 ventured to the National  Gal lery of  Victor ia for  an
outstanding exhibit ion cal led Pharaoh.  A huge thanks to the Humanit ies
team for  giv ing our Year 7 students such an amazing opportunity.  I  was
very proud of  the way Year 7 conducted themselves on this excursion.  They
were al l  so cur ious and respectful .  

We had a large number of  Year 7 students part ic ipate in Inter-school  Sport
this term. Two boys teams and a gir ls  team represented PHS for  basketbal l ,
a  gir ls  and boys team played futsal  and a gir ls  and boys team had a
wonderful  t ime part ic ipat ing in table tennis!  I t ’s  fantast ic to see these
students represent PHS with pr ide and exhibit  outstanding sportsmanship.  

Year 7 engaged in a Cyber Safety Workshop which saw students engage in
a range of  important content around their  safety onl ine and digital  imprint .
The workshop also provided famil ies the opportunity  to learn more about
this ever- important topic.  

The f inal  assembly gave students the opportunity  to ref lect  on al l  their  hard
work and part ic ipat ion over the course of  the term. Here we acknowledged
Kira Saito ,  Marus and Max Donnel ley ,  Nathan Truong and Mikki
Giannakoul ias for  achieving the highest Green Note Celebrat ions for
posit ive behaviour this term. Wel l  done to al l  of  these students!

Final ly ,  I  wish everyone a happy and safe break.  I t  is  so excit ing to see the
weather gett ing warmer and the energy bui lding as we move closer to the
end of  the year.  I  can’t  wait  to see what Term 4 has in store!  

Meg Col l ins
Year 7 Coordinator  
 

YEAR 7 NEWS
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BEACHSIDE DIVISION ATHLETICS
 
A group of  students from PHS
part ic ipated in the Beachside Division
Athlet ics event on August 26th,  hosted
at the Sandringham Athlet ics track.
The day encompassed a diverse range
of 13 events which were:  long jump,
tr iple jump,  high jump,  shot put ,
discus,  javel in ,  hurdles,  100m, 200m,
400m, 800m, 1500m and 4x100m
relays.  

Students competed in their  events,
encouraged by their  peers and
interact ing with students from var ious
schools in our  area.  

The day f inished off  with the much-
awaited relay events where everyone
gathered to watch.  Many students
brought home r ibbons in an array of
winning colours

Kira S,  7D
 

The Boys 18-20 Years – Relay winners!

Students in Year 10 took the opt ion to
part ic ipate in a fun Self -Defense
Taekwondo session ear l ier  this term.

Racquel  Lewis,
Teacher of  HBHM

FITNESS FOR LIFE PROGRAM.

HEALTHY BODY, HEALTHY MIND




