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PRINCIPAL’'S REPORT

Our Culture Is Built on Lots of Little Things

One of the most important strengths of our school is the sense
of connection we share as a community. It is something we
value deeply and we work on this every day. Our positive PHS
culture doesn’t just happen by chance; it's intentionally created
and nurtured through the little things we do, say and expect
from one another, every single day.

Our culture is shaped by our shared commitment to our core
values: creativity, curiosity, challenge and character. Our values
are essentially learning dispositions for us, and they are not
abstract - we live them out in the way we behave, the way we
treat one another, and the way we hold ourselves and each other
to high standards.

Recently, we've again been reminding students that it's the small
behaviours that make the biggest difference. Being on time for
class, arriving prepared for classes, removing wiereless ear buds
and putting mobile phones away without fuss are all important
and expected behaviours at our school.

As well as those rules, | also ask that students and staff greet
each other warmly, that we remember the importance of good
manners and that students thank their teachers for a great
class. Kindness matters. These are not minor things. They are
the everyday actions that signal respect, build trust and create a
positive learning environment where we all thrive.

Upholding standards |like punctuality, organisation and
respectful behaviours is not about rules for the sake of rules,
rather it's about forming good learning habits and it's about
nurturing good and kind young adults. We hope that our students
understand how their behaviour contributes to their whole
school experience — not just for themselves, but for others too.
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I've often written about this, and | reiterate it again today as it's so important. We
know that culture is everyone's responsibility. It's formed in our learning spaces, on
excursions, on camps and playing sport; importantly it's also formed in the way staff
and students interact, and in the partnership, we have with you, our families. We all
play a part in reinforcing the expectations that help our young people become
successful learners, and thoughtful, kind and responsible citizens - to make an
impact.

So, as we move into the second half of Term 2, | encourage us all to keep focusing on
the details, on all the little things. Talk at home about the value of good habits.
Encourage your children to meet expectations with positivity and pride. And don’t
underestimate the impact of consistency — it's how we keep our culture strong. As
Aristotle famously said, “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an
act, but a habit.”

Finally, don't forget to grab your tickets for our upcoming school production of
Grease: The Musical! Our students and staff have been working so hard to bring this
exciting show to life. After years of sensational productions, we absolutely know that
this is going to be fantastic!

May 28 - 31 - tickets are selling fast. Scan the QR code to purchase your tickets.

It would be great to see you there, at Chapel off Chapel.

Nathan Chisholm
Principal

™ CHAPEL OFF CHAPEL 1
e

Book, Music and Lyrics
By BY
ARRANGEMENT
JIM JACOBS WITH
ORIGIN™ theatrical

and a
WARREN CASEY \_/.-:#’7(

=
CHAPEL '\
OFF - MAY 28 @ 7pm

CHAPEL>' "~

MAY 30 @ Tpm

.
Directed by 3 MAY 31 @ 1pm

-
QA
ANDREW BYRNE } MAY 31@ 7pm

PAGE 02




Melbourne Writers Festival

The Melbourne Writers Festival was a great learning
opportunity, with a large group of authors speaking about their
approach to writing and their new books.

The audience was able to ask questions, and we were provided
a valuable insight into the world of writing and editing. We were
lucky to hear from Australian based writers Robyn Dennison,
poet Solli Raphael, Gary Lonesborough and New York Times
best -selling author Neal Shusterman!

The day was hosted by Karys McEwen the very first Librarian of
Prahran High School who is now the MWF Education Advisor.
She made us feel very welcome! It was a great day!

Jacob and Mahnaz
Year 9 and 7 English students
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“Do you know what it's like being the only girl in a house full of boys? It's loud. It smells like gym socks and
mystery. And privacy? That's a myth-like unicorns or clean bathroom counters. They eat everything. Like, | blink,
and the pizza's gone. | buy shampoo, and it disappears. And it's not like they're using it for their hair. No- they're
using it to clean sneakers or something. But.... It's not all bad. There's something kind of amazing about being
surrounded by all that noise and energy. I've learned to be tougher, louder, and smarter. | can out-argue, out-joke,
and definitely out-clean all of them. I'm a mediator of war video games, referee of wrestling matches, and
somehow still the one they all come to when they need help. So yeah, I'm the only girl. But don’t pity me. Pity
them. Because I'm the queen of this madhouse-and they know it."

Rhema Dahn
Year 10
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PHS MUSIC NEWS

Things are well underway
in our music learning
spaces. Below are some of
the highlights so far in
Term 2. Our musicians are
continuing to work on
their skills on their chosen
instruments and
collaborating in their
ensembles which has been
fantastic to see!

PHS Bandstand!

Last week we launched a new performance opportunity for our students in the PHS
instrumental music program. This was an evening filled with lots of variety and
amazing performances from these talented students. We are always thinking about
how we can provide our students with more performance practice, and this was a
perfect event to showcase their developing skills. Special thanks go to Curtis Spiers,
Maddison Carter and Elissa Rodger who work with these ensembles. Also, huge
thanks to Bailey Tynan, Poppy Holden, Ruby Neilson & Louis Fourie for being amazing
MC'’S technical, sound and lighting experts.

Congratulations to all performing students - we are so proud of you alll Enjoy the
photo gallery on the next page.

VCE Music Masterclasses

We have begun our VCE Music Masterclasses for 2025. These classes allow our Unit 3
and 4 students to present their program of works, which they will present at their end
of year exam, receiving important feedback from very well known Melbourne
musicians, who each specialise in their instrument.

First up was Ruben Ray, performing on upright bass and bass guitar. He was lucky
enough to have well known Melbourne bassist, Chris Hale (photo above) help him with
incredible technique feedback. We have three more of these amazing opportunities
lined up. Thank you to our own Mr Carter for leading and organising these!

Upcoming Event - Save the Date

Winter Soirée: Thursday 26 June 6: 00-7:30pm

Ms Haddon
Head of Music
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Parents and Guardians of students at PHS

World of Work

This term in IMPACT9! we are doing our
World of Work project, designed to help
students explore career pathways, develop
professional skills, and understand the
realities of different industries. Students
will learn about resume writing, interview
techniques, and gain insights into various
career journeys. As part of this project, we
would love for our students to conduct
interviews with adults from different
professional backgrounds and career paths-
and this is where we would love your help!

You are invited to participate in an exciting
learning opportunity in IMPACT 9! coming up
in Week 7 (June 2nd - 6th) of Term 2. & : o
- Yire L - B ,W-‘.L_:..'_»_v_. (Ve
VOIunteer Opportunity WHAT HAS BEEN A HIGHLIGHT OF IMPACT 9 FOR YOU THIS TERM?
We are seeking parent volunteers who would be willing to visit PHS and share their

professional/career journey with our students.

Interview Details

Interviews will take place during IMPACT9 class times in week 7 and will last approximately
20-30 minutes. During these interviews, students will ask questions about your career path,
education and day-to-day responsibilities as well as some of the challenges and rewards of
your profession. There will also be time for you to provide advice or insight you feel is
valuable to pass along to the students.

Working With Children Check Requirement

As this activity involves interacting with students on school grounds, all volunteers will need
to have a valid Free Volunteer Working With Children Check (WWCC). If you don't currently
have one and want to be interviewed, you should have sufficient time to complete the
application process if you apply this week. Working with Children Check. When you sign up to
be interviewed, please email me a photo or screenshot of your WWCC.

How to Sign Up
Please use the following link to register your interest by Friday, May 30: https://prahran-high-
school.reservio.com

Your participation would make a meaningful difference to our students as they begin to
explore potential career paths and develop workplace skills. The insights and advice you can
share from your own career journey will be invaluable to them.

If you have any questions about the sign-up process or the interviews themselves, please feel
free to contact me directly.

Thank you for your support of our Year 9 students' learning journey!
Tim Darby

IMPACT9! Team Leader
timothy.darby@education.vic.gov.au
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Year 8 Science classes are currently working through a unit on cells.

This unit of work explores what cells are, including the function of the structures
inside them. So they can get a close-up view of plant and animal cells, Year 8
students have been learning to use microscopes.

Budding scientists Eva and Matilda managed to capture some up-close pictures of
salt and sugar, and a very small friend they found in the classroom.

Lauren Wood,
Teacher of Mathematics and Physics.
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This term, our Year 7 focus aligns with the ‘Be Responsible’ pillar of our PHS
Behaviour Matrix. Our key goals are improving punctuality and ensuring students are
in the correct school uniform. These priorities also support our broader behavioural
expectations to Be a Learner and Be Kind.

To encourage and reward punctuality, we've launched the Year 7 Mentor Group
Punctuality Challenge! Mentor groups will compete to have the fewest unexplained
late arrivals recorded on Compass — and the winning group will enjoy a Pizza Party
at the end of term!

To support this initiative:

e Students should listen for the music that plays five minutes before Learning
Sessions 1, 3, and 4.

Students must bring their materials for Learning Sessions 1 and 2 with them at the
start of the day, as locker visits between sessions are not permitted. This ensures
everyone is on time for Learning Session 2.

We also take pride in our school uniform, which helps foster a strong sense of
belonging and school culture.

Please see the uniform expectations below:

© Formal Uniform

Grey PHS pants, shorts, skirt, or dress (no denim!)

Correct PHS formal shirt

Teal PHS wool jumper, black PHS jacket, PHS rugby jumper, or PHS blazer.
No hoodies permitted

Black leather school shoes

e & o o @

© Sport Uniform

Teal PHS sports polo

Black PHS tracksuit pants or shorts

Sport shoes

Blue PHS wool jumper, PHS rugby jumper, or black PHS jacket
No hoodies permitted
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Our Year 7 students have hit the ground running with some
fantastic events and opportunities for learning beyond the
classroom!

4 House Cross Country
Congratulations to all students who participated — it was amazing to see so many
of you giving it your best effort. A special shout-out to the following students who
will be representing PHS at District Cross Country:

Buol Dut, Nevaeh Chitkrapong-Gammon, Nehemiah Juhar, Ella Krauss, Charlie
Macdonald, Luc McCloskey, Diego Strahovsky, Morgan Tanti, and Mahnaz Youssefi.

™ Cyberbullying & Digital Imprint Workshop

Year 7 students participated in a workshop run by the Prahran Proactive Police
Unit, exploring the impact of cyberbullying, how to report it, and the legal
implications of online behaviour. Students engaged thoughtfully in discussions and
deepened their understanding of how our actions — both in person and online —
can impact others and how it is vital that we are being kind both at school, within
the community and online!

i Hellenic Museum Excursion

Ms. Fong and | had the pleasure of taking 23 students to the Hellenic Museum to
explore how ancient Greek ideas continue to influence modern mathematics.
Students interacted with ancient artefacts and participated in hands-on problem-
solving activities linked to measurement. They represented PHS with maturity and
curiosity — true ambassadors of our school.

There is so much to look forward to this term, and I'm incredibly excited to see the
creativity, teamwork, and leadership our amazing Year 7 students will bring to each
activity!

Meg Collins
Year 7 Coordinator
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Knitting for Families
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PRAHRAN HIGH THEATRE PROUDLY PRESENTS...
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Know Your

Hear from legal experts about
your rights as a worker, and
how different kinds of contracts
can affect your employment.

Facilitated by South-East
Monash Legal Services

Date: Thursday 5 June
Time: 4:30pm — 5:30pm
Location: Chapel off
Chapel, 12 Little Chapel
St, Prahran

Ages: 16-25




