FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

One of the great joys of leading our school is seeing our students achieve
remarkable success, not only in their learning but also in how they feel
about being part of Prahran High School. This term, we have received
outstanding results in both NAPLAN and the annual Student Attitudes to
School Survey, and | am delighted to share some highlights with you.

Our 2025 NAPLAN data affirms again that our students are achieving at
exceptionally high levels across all Domains. The growth and achievement
we see in these results is not just strong—it has exceeded our own
ambitious expectations. It's a great story! In fact, we have already met and
beaten the four-year targets set in our School Strategic Plan, and we've
done so in just one year.

This is an extraordinary accomplishment and reflects the effort, dedication,
and talent of our students, supported by the expertise and care of their
teachers and support staff. It's a PHS team effort.

| provide these brief overview highlights below, noting that the Exceeding
assessment NAPLAN level is the highest band and Needs Additional
Support reflects our students for whom more targeted intervention is
required. We then report against the Top Two Bands which includes both
Exceeding and Strong.

We were proud to present a more detailed report to School Council recently,
and we are happy to discuss further with any families who have questions.
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NAPLAN Level and Area 4 Year Strategic Plan Target | 2025 Result

Year 9 Reading 25% Exceeding 27% Exceeding

Year 9 Writing 7% Needs Additional Support | Reduced to 5% Needs
Year 9 Numeracy 14% Exceeding 16% Exceeding
NAPLAN Level and Area Results Statewide Our Result o

Year 9 Spelling 17% in the Top 2 Bands 27% in the Top 2 Bands
Year 9 Grammar and Punctuation | 21% in the Top 2 Bands 28% in the Top 2 Bands
Year 7 Grammar and Punctuation | 21% in the Top 2 Bands 26% in the Top 2 Bands
Year 7 Spelling 31% in the Top 2 Bands '38% in the Top 2 Bands
Year 7 Writing 25% in the Top 2 Bands 29% in the Top 2 Bands
Year 7 Reading 26% in the Top 2 Bands 34% in the Top 2 Bands
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PRINCIPAL’'S REPORT

Equally impressive are the results from the Student Attitudes to School Survey. This survey provides us with
direct feedback from students about how they experience their learning, their teachers, and their school.
Again, in most aspects of this detailed survey, we have already met our four-year Strategic Plan targets.
That doesn't mean we become complacent; it means we double down on what is working well and work
closely with our students to change and improve what needs to change.

The data is strong: our students are telling us that they feel known, connected, and proud to belong to
Prahran High School. Students are telling us that they value their teachers, they enjoy their learning, and
they see school as a positive, supportive place where they can be themselves and achieve their best. This
affirmation from our students is every bit as important as their academic success.

| provide these brief overview highlights below, noting our PHS results against Similar Schools, a Statewide
measure of schools considered statistically to be similar to PHS. It's the most meaningful comparison. The
percentage figure used is the overall Positive Endorsement on the survey Likert scale.

Survey Factor / Response Similar Schools Our PHS Result
Differentiated Learning 55% 64%
Effective Teaching 60% 66%
Stimulated Learning 52% 58%
Motivation and Interest 57% 65%
Respect for Diversity 44% 52%
Sense of Connectedness 50% 60%
Student Voice and Agency 42% 52%
Advocate at School 63% 72%
High Expectations for Success 68% 73%

What these combined results tell us is that our students are not only thriving academically but also
flourishing personally and socially. The two go hand in hand. That has always been our commitment and it
remains as such today. We know that when students feel a powerful sense of belonging and connection,
they are better positioned to take on challenges, set high expectations, and succeed in their learning.

| congratulate our students for their hard work and commitment, and | thank our staff for their dedication
to ensuring every young person at our school can learn, grow, and thrive. Our vision is for “ALL students to

learn...” and I'm proud to see this continuing to be our story.

Year 12 - Final Weeks As the term break approaches, | remind our Year 12 students that we expect to see
them here for this important period of practice examinations.

It's now just a matter of weeks until the first of the Year 12 official exams and this next break remains a
vital part of their learning for the year.

Nathan Chisholm,
Principal
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Curriculum Review and Changes for 2026

Across Term 2 and 3 this year, we have been conducting a review of our curriculum 7-12. This process
has included getting feedback from parents and students, reviewing the existing curriculum, and refining
our programs for 2026 and beyond, and we are grateful to all the parents and students who participated
in the process.

Overwhelmingly, the feedback was positive in relation to the current curriculum. In particular, there was
acknowledgment of the range of subjects and options available to students (particularly in the context of
our relatively small size) and the flexibility and agency given to students when choosing their pathways.
Students were also positive about the opportunity they have in the Middle School to engage with all
areas of the curriculum. For 2026 and beyond, we have kept most of the current curriculum framework,
but will make some changes that will come into place next year:

» Very similar core offerings will be in place in Year 7, and the structure from Year 10-12 will remain
largely unchanged

» Year 8 (2026) students will have the opportunity to choose elective subjects in some learning areas,
and will study slightly fewer subjects over the course of the year, but in more depth and detail.

e This will align with the Year 9 specialisation model, allowing a wider range of subjects in total to be
studied across the two years

e Students in Year 9 will have the opportunity to apply for extension in a wider range of learning areas,
mirroring our approach to extension in the senior school

e There will be greater timetable alignment overall between Year 7-9 and 10-12 which will allow
individuals more flexibility

More information will be provided to students, parents and families as we get closer to the start of the
new year, and in particular, Year 8 and 9 students will have the opportunity to choose their electives

soon.

James Fidler
Assistant Principal : Learning and Teaching

Term 4 Student Free Days

During Term 4, we have two student-free days planned to provide structured time for staff to continue
the high-level curriculum and assessment work required to keep driving the development of the school
into the future.

The dates and purpose of these two days are as follows:

Monday 6 October

High-level curriculum design and development for the new year

Friday 28 November
Common Professional Practice Day, Assessment and Reporting

Students are not required at school on either of these dates.
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READING ISN'T SILENT

Teaching students to read takes many
forms. In primary school you focus on
the primary skills — phonemics, decoding
- in high school we focus on fluency,
vocabulary and comprehension. These
skills help students access richer texts
with deeper meaning and develop our
critical literacy skills.

But alongside this, we teach students
how to read — as in, the habit of reading.
Reading for pleasure is a practised
pursuit, it is learned and not the
characteristic of some people vs. others.

To learn to read you must learn:

* how to select books (a huge process
of trial and error)

* how to sit comfortably

e how not to become distracted by
your phone, that ticking noise or your
friend sitting across from you

Only then can you connect to the story or
information in front of you. Our students
read for 15 minutes a session from year
7-9, it is a difficult skill. At first they
squirm, they are uncomfortable in a
room with that much silence, they pick
the wrong book and grimace at the story
they don't connect with. Through all this,
the teachers are there to help, reminding
them to stay focused, encouraging the
choice of a different style of book, our
wonderful librarians make new
recommendations. None of this process
is silent, it takes back and forth
communication and develops
independent habits. It is independent
reading. A practice learned at school that
will stay with them through their lives.

Isabelle Turnbuill,
Teacher of English and Literature

THE PHS NEWS EDITION 6, 2025




LIBRARY NEWS

H Golden tickets are hidden in books throughout PHS
library! These magical tickets only appear when the
librarian scans your book.

Every ticket you find will be added to the draw for a

chance to win prizes!
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This term we have celebrated Children’s Bookweek with
activities and displays highlighting wonderful YA
Australian Authors. Students & staff searched eagerly for
golden tickets amongst the collection. Prize winners will
be announced at the end of term 3.

We also highlighted all the fascinating Science texts we
have in our library collection during National Science
Week.

Manga fans were excited to discover a whole trolley load
of new titles for loan in the library. If you haven't already,
come in to the library and borrow something new in time
for the school holidays.

Ms Edwards & Ms Birkett, Librarians.

BORROW FOR WEEK



PHS MUSIC NEWS

As we are nearing the end of Term 3 it has been a very busy few weeks in Music. Our Unit 4 students are
now putting the final touches on their exam programs and we are preparing for our final concerts for 2025.

La Vivacite- Senior Music Evening

We returned to Brunswick Ballroom a few weeks ago to showcase our amazing senior musicians once
again. It was an incredible evening filled with outstanding performances, ranging from jazz standards to
iconic rock songs. | am so proud of our students, for choosing to be brave and show courage by performing
in such an iconic venue! The evening was a huge success and we can't wait to continue this event in 2026.
Please enjoy some of the moments captured by Isaac Mercado on the following page.

Battle of the Bands- Senior Division

The day after the ballroom performance, one of our senior bands
‘Shredded Cheese’ headed off to compete in the senior ‘Battle of
the Bands'. It was a great day with representation from over 30
schools! A special shout out to Zavier Gatti who took out ‘Best
Keys Player’ for the entire region.

Unit 4 Music students

As this will be the last newsletter before some of our senior
musicians complete their performance examinations, | take this
opportunity to wish them well. To Sylvia Grant, Eve Cartwright,
Jackson Reid & Ivan Tinoco Liu, thank you for contributing to the
music culture at PHS. You have each worked incredibly hard to
prepare for these exams. Remember to enjoy this moment, as
your hard work pays off.

Important Events:
Spring Soirée: 9 October. Tickets for this will go on sale soon!

SEVR Battle of the Bands (Junior): 20 October
Year 9 Music Performance Evening: 22 October
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LA VIVACITE
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LA VIVACITE
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WHAT A WONDERFUL TERM 3 FOR YEAR 7!

This term, our Year 7 focus aligns with the Be a Learner
pillar of the PHS Behaviour Matrix. In our Mentor sessions,
we are exploring Personal Wellbeing—with a particular
focus on gratitude, character strengths, and emotional,
mental, and physical wellbeing. These priorities also link
closely to our broader expectations of Be Responsible and
Be Kind.

To encourage students to embrace the challenge of |
learning and growth, we introduced the Personal Wellbeing
Challenge. Congratulations to Luc McCloskey (7A), who *
won the screen-time challenge with an impressive total of
just 1 hour and 14 minutes over 14 days, and to Mika
Duong (7A), who topped the step-count challenge with
139,674 steps—an average of 11,622 steps per day across
two weeks! Both students received two Hoyts movie
vouchers and a $15 PHS canteen voucher for their
outstanding efforts. It was inspiring to see so many Year 7
students embrace the challenges and take positive steps
to enhance their personal wellbeing.

In Weeks 2 and 7, all Year 7 students completed a Personal
Wellbeing Survey. Results showed clear growth in
students’ understanding of wellbeing and how they can
take active steps to improve it—a fantastic outcome from
their learning this term.

Beyond the classroom, Term 3 was filled with exciting
opportunities including Interschool Sport, Cultural Day,
and the Courage to Care Incursion. During this program,
students participated in the Upstanders Program, which
explores the dangers of racism, antisemitism,
discrimination, and bystander behaviour. Hearing from
Holocaust survivors and their families was a rare and
valuable opportunity. Students listened respectfully,
reflected deeply, and considered how the lessons shared
could be applied to their own lives—particularly the
importance and impact of our words and actions.

As we head into the holidays, | wish everyone a happy a
safe break. With the weather warming up and the energy
building, I'm excited to see what Term 4 has in store!

Meg Collins,
Year 7 Coordinator
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PHS School TV |

EEE Because parenting doesn’t come with instructions, SchoolTVis a
«-; wellbeing resource that can support you in the challenges relating
= " to modern-day parenting.
é oy This award-winning resource helps build relationships, foster]

connections, enable understanding and break down barriers to
navigate a pathway towards better mental health and wellbeing for young people. It can
assist in starting conversations on topics that are sometimes awkward or difficult to
tackle.

SPOTLIGHT - Anxiety in Young People

Anxiety is a natural and expected part of growing up. It helps
young people navigate new experiences, challenges, and

transitions. However, for many children and adolescents
today, anxiety can become intense, persistent and disruptive.
‘ Factors such as academic pressures, social expectations,
family dynamics and the constant presence of digital media
can all contribute to heightened stress and worry. When left unrecognised or
unsupported, anxiety can begin to affect a young person’'s wellbeing, learning,

relationships and overall confidence. That's why it's essential for adult
carers to understand how anxiety may present in their children. Everyone

experiences anxiety differently, and there's no one-size-fits-all response.
With greater awareness and the right support, families can help young
people build the skills to manage anxiety effectively, fostering resilience,

self-awareness and emotional wellbeing for life.

SPOTLIGHT - Digital Reputation

Social media has become such an integral part of a
teenager’s life that it can cause anxiety and lower their self-
esteem. Modern teens are learning to do most of their
communication whilst looking at a screen instead of another
person. They are missing out on very critical social skills.

And dependent on what they are communicating online, it can affect their digital
reputation. Friendships, relationships and even future job prospects are all at risk. As a
parent, It is very important that you are aware of what picture they are painting of

themselves online. m
Once information makes its way online it can be difficult to remove. Images

and words can be misinterpreted and altered as they are easily and quickly

shared around. Privacy settings on social media sites need to be managed
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PRAHRAN HIGH THEATRE JUNIOR PRODUCTION - AUDITION NOTICE

| am thrilled to announce that our
next Junior Production will be "The
Greek Mythology Olympiaganza"
written by Don Zolidis.

Two battling narrators attempt to
cover the entirety of Greek
mythology using audience
participation, cross-dressing, and
general theatrical insanity. Famous
myths such as Pandora's Box,
Jason and the Argonauts (the
original  Super Friends), and
Hercules: Intern God jostle for
space with obscure, weird myths
such as the myth of Linus and the
legend of the Argus. Culminating in
a bizarre, musical dance-influenced
version of The lliad complete with a
full-scale battle of little green army
men, this play is wild, silly, and a
complete blast for audiences of all
ages.

This production is for students in
years 7, 8 and 9. Rehearsals will run
throughout Term 4 and the
beginning of Term 1 and will be
performed at the Irene Mitchell
Studio in Toorak in March 2026.
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Auditions will be held during the last week of term on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday after school.
There is a sign-up form on the Compass newsfeed (year 7, 8, 9 only) to complete. Those who sign-up will
be added to a Team to access the audition script. Please do so asap. Please reach out to Mr Byrne for

audition information.

| will be calling out for designers (set, costume, lighting, sound, make-up, props, projections/animations)
and backstage crew in Term 4. If you are interested in one of these roles, please see Mr Byrne.

Andrew Byrne,
Head of Performing Arts
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SPREADSHEET CHAMPIONS

PHS students were invited to attend a special screening at the recent MIFF (Melbourne International Film Festival) for the
Australian premiere of Spreadsheet Champions. This observational feature documentary has been produced by two young
Australian female filmmakers : Anna Charalambous and Kristina Kraskov. My daughter, Anna, is the young producer of
this special movie!

Every year, Microsoft Office Specialist World Championships are held to find champions for all Microsoft Office
applications. In 2023 in Florida-USA, the event gathered teens and young adults from around the world to demonstrate
their mathematical prowess, problem-solving skills, and familiarity with the most obscure Excel formulas and functions -
each seeks to be crowned the world’'s best competitive spreadsheeter. Who will conquer the cells and sheets, and who will
go home with #NULL! points? Spreadsheet Champions captures the challenge of performing at an elite level while also
navigating the volatile, identity-forming time of adolescence. The suspenseful and heartwarming documentry follows six
competitors from their homes on five different continents, to the pressure-cooker environment of the Florida
championships.

Students participated in a post movie Q&A session learning fascinating facets of documentary making. Commenting that
“with many inspirational themes to take away, if screened in schools and workplaces it would be an inspiring watch.” | was
thrilled when a student, on the journey back to PHS, shared with me that they would like to represent Australia in a future

for them in the near future!!
Dimi Charalambous, Teacher of Science and Mathematics
Students who attended had the following thoughts about Spreadsheet Champions :

“In the movie | really enjoyed the intense action scenes, with the music making them even better. My favorite character being
Mason because of his humor.” Alexander, Year 7.

“I found the documentary extremely enjoyable, and easily engaging! The cast was very well-selected, and each character
added a unique flair and storyline to the film. A potentially boring organisation was able to be brought to life, and turned into
an exciting, suspenseful, memorable movie by the production team. Hats off, 10/10! “

Coco, Year 7.

“The movie was very intense when the people were doing the test. The music was also very intense and went along with the
test”. Rafael, Year 7.

“I'm so grateful that | got to see the Spreadsheet Champions documentary. It was a wonderfully crafted film that filled the
audience with an abundance of different emotions. We were immersed in the contestants’ lives and truly felt like we knew
them. It was such an eye-opening film, showcasing how many unique opportunities are available that we may have never
even thought of. | definitely recommend everyone to watch it, as you certainly don’t have to be into excel spreadsheets to
enjoy this incredible documentary!” Tilly, Year 12.
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SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS WITH UNIFORM IN TERM 4

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we head into Term 4, we are placing a renewed focus on our school uniform. Wearing the correct
uniform helps our students feel a sense of pride, belonging, and connection to our school
community. It's also part of our Positive Behaviours and Commitments:

BE RESPO NSI BLE Be punctual and in uniform.

From next term, teachers will complete a quick uniform check in Learning Session One each
morning. If a student is out of uniform, they will be asked to attend a uniform Reconnect session at
lunchtime on the same day.

e These sessions run for the first 20 minutes of lunch with a staff member present.

e Students will still have 15 minutes afterwards to eat their lunch. Packed lunches can be brought
into the session, and students purchasing from the canteen will be able to buy food between
1:30pm-1:45 pm.

If a student is frequently out of uniform, we will be in touch to work together on a solution and may
organise a parent meeting.

We really appreciate your support in reminding your child about the importance of wearing their
uniform each day. By working together, we can make sure our students feel proud, prepared, and
ready for learning.

Jason Wood and Karen Richards
Head of Senior School and Head of Middle School

What does the correct Our uniform says that we belong to a
team and that we are proud members

uniform look like? of this school community.
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PHS EMERGE EXHIBITION

In the lead-up to the 2025 PHS Emerge
Exhibition, our students have been busy
bringing their creative visions to life.

Year 9 Fashion students are handcrafting their
personalised bags through sewing, embroidery,
and painting; while Unit 4 Creative Practice
students have been engaging in critiques to
refine and elevate their final artworks.

The exhibition will showcase the incredible
talent, innovation, and dedication of our young
artists, celebrating creativity across all year
levels. We can't wait to share their work with
the school community! See you there!

What: Emerge Exhibition ’ /1
When: Thursday 16 October, Week 2 of Term 4 J = <
o

Time: 5:00-7:00

Isaac Kairouz,
Lead Teacher ADI, Media.
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Dapartment
of Educotion

Safe educational
videos at your
fingertips

Learning with ClickView

All students at Victorian stateschools haveaccess
to ClickView through the Victorian Department

of Education and Training (DET). This innovative
platform provides teachers and students access
to thousands of interactive videos and related
resources to support learning and teaching.

All ClickView produced content is developed with
subject experts, ensuring it's age appropriate and
aligned to the Victorian Curriculum. This means
students can easily access videos for classroom
tasks, assignments or research, in a safe and
secure environment.

INTRODUCING
Place Value

How can ClickView support your child’s learning?

High-quality video resources for learning

With videos made in Melbourne and carefully selected
from trusted sources, you can be confident they're
watching educational, age-appropriate material.

Access videos anytime, anywhere

Whether at school or home, your child can access
videos that support their lessons, or find alternative

explanations and examples to consolidate what they're
learning in class. Teachers can easily share content to
revisit at home, helping spark great conversations and
deeper understanding beyond the classroom.

Login

Students can log in with their
school email at clickview.net

Engaging and interactive

Interactive videos allow teachers to ask questions and
track progress. Students can also upload their own
work - helping them stay actively involved and proud
of what they're learning.

Safe and age-appropriate

All content on ClickView is vetted to ensure it's
appropriate for students. With no ads, no distractions,
and clear alignment to the curriculum, you can trust your
child is learning in a secure and focused environment.

Need support?

If you need support managing
your child’s eduPass account,

visit vic.gov.au/edupass-students

Whether it's to help with homework, revise, or research, rest assured your child is safe on ClickView.

Nami
Ausfrall}g
Places

PERSONIFICATION
in Poetry 2



Parents, carers,
staff, secondary
students...

Tell us how we can make it

safer to walk, ride or scoot to
schools in the City of

Stonnington

1

SCAN THE QR CODE TO PARTICIPATE




