PRAHRAN
HIGH

SCHoOL SCHOOL UNIFORM DRESS CODE POLICY

PURPOSE

Our school uniform seeks to enhance the profile and identity of our school and our students. The School Council and
school community expect Prahran High School students to wear correct school uniform each day of school
attendance and participation. The philosophy underpinning our uniform policy represents our diverse, contemporary
inner-city spirit, along with our commitment to inclusivity and equity of opportunity. The Uniform and Dress Code
Policy also adheres to the overarching Department of Education policy requirements. Further the uniform is a vibrant,
visible symbol of the proud and distinctive school presence Prahran High School is in this community.

SCOPE

All students must wear the standard set uniform, purchased from the nominated uniform supplier or other
appropriate store, where allowed, as set out in this policy. No garments outside the scope of this policy are permitted
to be worn. When families and students enrol at Prahran High School, they are expected to comply with this policy.

POLICY

The standard school uniform is to be worn each day of school as described in this policy.

1. Students are to wear their correct school uniform each school day. If a student is out of uniform for any
reason, a note must be provided from home.

2. Students are required to be in their standard academic uniform each day of school that they do not have
Healthy Body, Healthy Mind (sport) classes. Typically, this is 3-4 days per week in Years 7 — 9.

3. When students have Healthy Body, Healthy Mind classes, or other sports excursions, they will wear their full
school sports uniform all day

4. Students may choose the items of the standard uniform that they prefer, at any time of the year. For example,
Jane might wear the dress shorts, shirt, tie and jacket all year. She does not like long trousers or skirts, and
she prefers the jacket over the blazer. She wears sports uniform on those set days too.

5. Students must not mix garments from the standard academic and sports uniforms. These are different
uniform requirements to be worn on different days. Typically, that will be 3 x standard uniform, 2 x sports
uniform days.

6. Students are permitted to wear the Hijab or head scarf in the school colours of black, teal or white.

7. Students are to wear their school uniform when travelling to and from venues of official sporting fixtures and
other events where students are representing the school.

8. Students are to wear their standard dress uniform when attending official school functions, including
excursions and incursions.

9. Non-uniform garment additions, like coloured hoodies or jackets are not permitted.

10. Prahran High School will ensure that this policy and garment list is communicated to all families and
students through our website and on Compass.
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11. We know that the school uniform is an expense that some families find difficult to provide. Along with the
opportunity to buy similar trousers and shorts from stores of your choice, there is assistance available in
some circumstances. Families are welcome to contact the Assistant Principals or Business Manager to

discuss assistance options.

Student Responsibilities

Students are expected to wear their full school uniform each day at school. As young adults, this is a responsibility
we expect to be understood and a school expectation that will be followed. Students have the opportunity to
participate in a positive, strengths-based approach to uniform compliance. There will also be school-based
consequences for students who don't adhere to the policy. Students who are continually out of uniform or in
inappropriate attire, may be sent home to change. Parents will be notified when this occurs.

Parent/Carer Responsibilities

Parents and carers should be familiar with this policy and should support the school by ensuring their child/ren
adheres to the requirements. Parents and carers should ensure their child/ren has all correct school uniform items
required, from the first day of their child/ren starting school. In the event of a child being out of uniform on a particular
day, parents/carers must provide an explanatory note to the school.

School Staff Responsibilities

All PHS staff are expected to actively support the School Council’s policy on the wearing of the school uniform and
comply with the implementation of the policy. All staff are required to note any issues of uniform compliance on

Compass. Reminding students of the school uniform expectations is the responsibility of all staff - Heads of School,
Year Level Coordinators and the Principal team have extra responsibility.

PRAHRAN HIGH SCHOOL UNIFORM - SPECIFIC GARMENT DETAILS

The following are the approved uniform items for all Prahran High School students.

Most items are compulsory and must be purchased from our official uniform supplier, Dobsons.

NB: In accordance with Department of Education policy, some garments do not have PHS branding/logos (shorts,
socks, trousers, track pants, skirt) and can be purchased from Dobson’s or at a store of your choice. The garments
must be the same colour and style as the school uniform policy requires.

These garments are marked with *.

Prahran High School Uniform

Item description Details

Summer Dress Poly/cotton check with logo
Summer Shirt Striped short sleeve shirt with logo
Shorts* Dark grey tailored dress shorts
Winter Skirt* Mid-grey poly viscose skirt

Winter Shirt Striped long sleeve shirt
Trousers* Mid-grey tailored dress trousers
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Jumper Teal pullover with grey trim and logo
Charcoal grey V-neck windcheater with logo and trim
Currently under review

e May be worn with all standard uniform combinations.
School Tie (Optional) Logo design tie
e  Worn with long-sleeved shirt and all official school events
e Optional with short-sleeved shirt/shorts

Blazer (Optional) Charcoal twill blazer with piping and logo

e May be worn over all standard uniform combinations

e Will be worn at official school events/functions — in these
instances, loaned by the school

Sports Uniform
Sports Jacket Black soft-shell jacket with logo

e Can be worn over standard and sports uniform
Sports Rugby Top | Black and teal rugby jumper

(Optional) e  Worn with the sports uniform only
Sports Polo Shirt Teal short sleeved polo
Sports Shorts* Black microfibre athletic shorts
Sports Tracksuit Pants* Black fleece classic athletic track suit pants
Socks* Standard uniform - grey socks
Sports uniform - white socks
Tights* Black tights
Shoes* Black lace-up shoes for school are required

e Students can choose black lace-up dress shoes that suit them
best but no colours, no visible branding, no t-bars

Gym shoes/runners of student’s choice may be worn on sports days.

Optional Extras

Beanie (Optional) Black beanie with logo
School Bag (Optional) Official school backpack with logo
Sports Cap (Optional) Black baseball cap with logo

Undergarment (*Optional) Students may wear a black, dark grey or white long-sleeve t-shirt top
as an undergarment

Other General Appearance Guidelines Which Apply to All Students

e Students are expected to be clean, neat, and tidy in appearance

e Uniforms should be clearly marked with the owner’'s name

e Jewellery, hair accessories, nail polish and make-up should not interfere with students’ ability to engage with
all school activities safely

e Long hair must be tied back to ensure students’ ability to engage with all school activities safely

e Length of all school shorts, dress, and skirt to be appropriate length for a school setting

e Novisible tattoos - ‘it is illegal to tattoo anyone under the age of 18, even with parental consent.’
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EXEMPTIONS FROM DRESS CODE

We acknowledge that the enforcement of this Student Dress Code may impact students differently. Students and
their parents or carers may apply either in writing or in person to the principal for an exemption to this Student Dress
Code if:

e an aspect of the code:

o prevents students from being able to attend school or participate in school activities on the same
terms as other students because of the personal characteristics referred to in human rights and anti-
discrimination requirements

o offends a religious belief held by the student or parents/carers

o prevents students from complying with a requirement of their religious, ethnic or cultural background

e the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure from the dress code

e the student or the parents/carers can demonstrate financial hardship that prevents them from complying
with the dress code.

e insert other exemptions applicable to your school

When the principal receives a request for an exemption, they will:

e consider the grounds for the exemption request

e explain the process to the student and/or their parents/carer

e guarantee that issues of a personal nature revealed to substantiate the request will be strictly confidential
e encourage the student and/or their parents/carers to support their application with evidence.

The principal or delegate will then try to negotiate a resolution that is acceptable to all parties, including providing
advice about support with meeting uniform costs. If an exemption is not allowed, then written reasons will be
provided to the student and/or their parents/carers.

PRAHRAN HIGH SCHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIER

Dobsons

667 Glenferrie Rd,
HAWTHORN VIC
3122

(03)9819 1122
www.dobsons.com.au

REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed October 2025
Approved by School Council
Next scheduled review date [October 2028
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https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf
tel:(03)%209819%201122
http://www.dobsons.com.au/
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